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Letter from the President… 
 Greetings! I’m sure you’ve felt the common theme of a controlled chaos on the farm 
throughout the summer season.  Or maybe it’s just me…pasture management, selling lambs, 
shearing, fall lambing, and the list goes on.  Well, the board of directors has been busy too!   
 In this abnormally large issue, you’ll find news on the 2021 annual meeting and so much 
more.  Please, read on! But before you do, I want to pull out an important (and I believe 
overlooked) part of our association’s constitution.  In Article III. five purposes are listed.  The last 
three are: 
 

3. To record lambing performance of registered ewes and encourage the use of
 performance/progeny records for further improvement of the Finnsheep breed. 

4. To encourage and support breeding research to discover how Finnsheep can be used most
 effectively in cross-breeding to improve efficiency of commercial lamb production.  

5. To continuously improve and promote Finnsheep in the interest of more profitable sheep
 enterprises.  

There’s a lot of work to be done if we hope to stay true to those objectives.  Are they still 
relevant to our members?  If they aren’t relevant to the majority, should the purpose be shifted?  
Or should our founders’ goals be respected?  I certainly wasn’t very interested in every detail of 
this document when I got my first Finns.  But I am now, having read through it more times than I 
care to count.  It holds some valuable insight! 

                         Cheers, 
Siri Swanson 

 
 

 

FBA Annual Meeting 
Sunday, November 7 

7 pm E.S.T. 
on Zoom 

 
Meeting can be joined by computer or phone. 

Login information will be mailed and emailed prior to the event. 

Save t
he Date! 

 
Details on Page 3  
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Applied Animal Selection 
Zoom Program 

 

On July 25th the FBA hosted an 
educational event titled Applied Animal 
Selection presetned by Terry Burks.  The 
Zoom event was well attended and a good 
amount of positive feedback has been 
shared with the board.  The event was 
recorded.  That recording has been 
distributed to all members via email.  If you 
missed it, please contact our secretary. 

The board has heard your requests 
for more educational resources.  This event 
was the second one sponsored by the FBA in 
the past year, with more events and 
printable resources planned for the future.  
The next program is scheduled to follow our 
annual meeting on Zoom and will be an 
infromal discusion focused on record 
keeping and performance data. 
 

New FBA Facebook Group 
 

Last year, the FBA joined the world of 
social media with an official Facebook page.  
When Facebook was still new, FBA 

leadership was opposed to partaking in 
communication on the platform.  Since then, 
Facebook has evolved to create more 
appropriate space for professional entities.  
This month we added an associated private 
group.   

This group is a place for current FBA 
members to share and discuss topics of 
interets for the association.  The group 
creates an organized discussion board for 
members that can be monitored by the 
board of directors.  Members are still 
encouraged to submit formal letters (email 
or printed) and or attend the annual meeting 
to present concerns and proposals they 
would like addressed.  This way, proper 
records can be kept by the secretary. 
 

Director Resignation 
 

Joanna Bullock resigned from her 
position as director in June.  The board 
accepted her resignation and appointed Deb 
Kirsch, who was already serving on the 
committee to review the constitution, to fill 
the vacancy until the next election.  We 
would like to thank Joanna for her time given 
to the board and wish her all the best!  We 
also thank Deb for stepping into the role on 
short notice. 
 

Committee on Colors and 
Markings Guide 

 

The Board of Directors  has decided to form 
a committee tasked with reviewing the 
Colors and Markings guide.  If you would like 
to serve on the committee please contact 
committee chair, Ashley Hoffman 
(CedarViewFarmVA@gmail.com).

In This Issue… 
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Date Set for Annual Business Meeting 
Sunday, November 7 at 7 pm EST 

on Zoom

Our annual business meeting will once again be conducted online.  This went well last year 
accommodating an above average attendance.  Due to that success and sheep-related events 
around the country once again being canceled, we hope you agree that this is the best course 
of action.  Hopefully soon there will be an in-person option again! 
 An invitation with login in information and the meeting agenda will be mailed out in 
October.  In preparation for the meeting, here are a few things to think about. 
 

Constitution Amendments 
A committee has been working on bringing our constitution up to date.  Committee 

members are Cody Manspile (chair), Grant Blackburn, Jeff Ebert, Mary Tucker, and Deb Kirsch.  
The current board of directors has reviewed and approved the proposed edits.  Now it’s time 
for the membership to weigh in.  On the next several pages you will find a copy of the 
constitution with proposed changes coded by color as well as underlining and highlighting in 
case it is viewed in black and white.  If you have any objections to the proposed changes, 
prepare to present them at the annual meeting.  If you cannot attend, you may send your 
comments to our secretary to present for you.  If you have questions you’d like answered 
before the meeting, please send those to the secretary as well. 

 
Elections 

Two director positions will be once again up for election.  All members in good standing 
are able to run for these positions.  Directors are expected to attend at least quarterly and 
sometimes more frequent call-in meetings.  Directors also correspond regularly through email 
and should be responsive.  Individuals interested in running should familiarize themselves with 
the constitution, objectives, and mission statement accessible on the FBA website.  
Nominations will be accepted until just prior to voting, however it is recommended to submit 
nominations ahead of time so those running can provide written introductions.  Introductions 
sent to the secretary by October 15 will be included with the mailed invitation. 

Do you want to contribute to your breed association?   
Have an idea or experience you think is important to share? 

 

Write for Short Tales! 
All members are welcome to submit written pieces and pictures to be featured in Short Tales.  
Send your contributions to the editor, Siri Swanson via email (yankeerockfarm@gmail.com) or 

mail (363 Fisher Road, Orwell, VT 05760).  
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DELETIONS are underlined and in red text. 
ADDITIONS AND EDITS are highlighted yellow and in blue text. 

(Notes which are present only to inform the reader about edits are italicized and in parenthesis.) 
 
Finnsheep Breeders Association Constitution 

Article I. NAME  

The Name of this Association shall be: Finnsheep Breeders Association  

Article II. CHARACTER AND EXISTENCE  

This Association shall be a non-profit livestock breeders’ corporation and shall have perpetual existence 
unless dissolved by due process of law.  

Article III. GENERAL PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES  

The purpose of this Association shall be to engage in any lawful activities for which a non-profit 
corporation may be formed, pursuant to the Minnesota Non-Profit Corporation Act, specifically 
including but not limited to the following:  

1. To register and maintain pedigree identification of Finnish Landrace, hereinafter called 
Finnsheep, ewes and rams.  

2. To register and maintain pedigree identification of first cross and backcross progeny having one 
purebred (Class 1) Finnsheep parent.  

3. To record lambing performance of registered ewes and encourage the use of 
performance/progeny records for further improvement of the Finnsheep breed.  

4. To encourage and support breeding research to discover how Finnsheep can be used most 
effectively in cross-breeding to improve efficiency of commercial lamb production.  

5. To continuously improve and promote Finnsheep in the interest of more profitable sheep 
enterprises.  

Article IV. MEMBERSHIP  

Section 1. There shall be two categories of membership: 
Category I. Voting Membership. Owners of flocks of registered Finnsheep or the duly authorized agents 
or representatives of such owners shall be entitled to membership. Acceptance of membership in this 
Association shall bind the member to abide by this constitution. (NOTE: This phrase is not a new addition 
but is being saved from the proposed deleted Article II below.)  Upon payment of annual activity fees, 
such membership shall be entitled to vote in relation to the number of animals registered annually from 
said flock. The number of votes entitled to said flock shall be determined by the annual number of sheep 
registered as follows:  

1 vote for 0 to 50 registered 
2 votes for 51 to 100 registered 
3 votes for 101 to 500 registered 



 5 

4 votes for 501 to 1000 registered 
5 votes for 1001 and over registered  

The “annual number of sheep registered” shall be designated as the number of Finnsheep registered by 
the flock owner for the preceding calendar year prior to the year the vote is cast. For purposes of 
establishing the number of registrations, the secretary shall publish as of January 1 each year the total 
number of registrations made by each flock owner for the preceding year.  

In 2002 the board voted that annual activity fees need not be paid by breeders registering 50 or more 
animals in the preceding year.  

Category II. Associate Membership. Persons may become Associate (non-voting) members on 
application to the association and payment of the Associate Membership fee. Acceptance of 
membership in this Association shall bind the member to abide by this constitution. 

Section 2. Revocation of Membership  
Any member of this Association who is charged by another member with violating the articles of this 
constitution, bylaws or rules and regulations adopted by the association shall be liable to revocation of 
membership and expulsion from the association. In the event a member is so charged, he/she shall 
receive a written notice of the violation so charged, signed by the President or Secretary of the 
Association and he/she shall be given an opportunity to be heard by the board of directors on the said 
charge. If after such hearing a majority of the board of directors shall decide that said charge is valid, the 
result of such hearing shall be presented to the membership at the next regular or any special meeting 
to decide whether such membership should be revoked. A 2/3 majority vote of Category 1 Membership 
present in person or by Absentee Ballot shall be required to revoke such membership in the Association. 
The board of directors is authorized and may decide by a 2/3 majority vote of the directors to suspend 
any registration or transfer of registration by such member until such charges are brought before the 
membership for vote. The privileges of registrations and transfers of registration by nonmembers shall 
be subject to the ruling of the Board of Directors in matters relating to such charges. A person whose 
membership has been revoked may be reinstated by the 2/3 recommendation of the Board of Directors 
and subsequent approval by a 2/3 majority vote of the Category I membership present in person or by 
proxy at the next annual meeting.  
 
Section 3. Absentee Voting  
Any member who wishes to vote at any regular or special meeting on any predetermined issue or for 
any individual running for an elective office may do so by requesting an absentee ballot in writing. This 
ballot, properly witnessed, signed, and returned to the board secretary in a timely fashion shall carry the 
full weight of a vote cast in person at the meeting.  
 
Section 4. Membership Fees and Annual Dues 
The Board of Directors shall be authorized to set membership fees and establish dues structure. 

Section 5. Personal Liability of Members 
The members of the Corporation shall not be subject to any personal liability for corporate obligations.  

Article V. OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
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Section 1. The business of the Corporation shall be managed by a Board of Directors elected by the 
membership. The board shall consist of seven (7) directors, each elected for a three (3) year term of 
office so that at least two (2) directors shall be elected each year. A director may not serve more than 
two (2) full, consecutive three (3) year terms, or more than seven (7) consecutive years / three (3) full, 
consecutive (3) year terms or more than 10 years, if originally appointed to fill a vacant position. A 
director must be a member of the association whose election to the Board of Directors shall be by a 
majority of votes cast by the membership. A director must be a member of the association AND KEEP 
CURRENT WITH ANNUAL ACTIVITY FEE. Members of other Finnsheep registries that have had a less 
stringent criteria for registration than the FBA, such as a continued policy of up-breeding, are not eligible 
to serve as FBA directors or officers.  

Section 2. The officers of the Association shall be a President and Vice President. They shall be elected 
for a one-year term of office by and from the board of directors. The duties of the President shall be to 
preside over all meetings of the members and directors and other duties usually performed for such 
associations. The Vice President shall perform the duties of the President if the President is unable to 
act.  

Section 3. The board of directors shall appoint a Secretary-Treasurer whose duties shall be to manage 
the affairs of the Association as determined by the board of directors. The Secretary- Treasurer may or 
may not be a member of the Association. The board of directors shall be authorized to determine the 
appropriate remuneration for the Secretary-Treasurer and any other employees of the association. The 
Secretary-Treasurer shall record the minutes of regular and special meetings of the association.  

Section 4. The board of directors is established to conduct the business of the Association. They shall be 
authorized to implement procedures for registration, recording of pedigrees, issuing certificates of 
registration and transfer of registrations within the framework of this constitution. They shall also be 
authorized to determine and set fees not specifically designated by these articles.  

The board of directors shall prepare or have prepared at their direction a report each year summarizing 
the activities of the association. This report shall include a summary of activities related to achievement 
of the objectives as outlined in Article III. The board of directors shall prepare or have prepared at their 
direction an annual financial report of the association.  

Section 5. Meetings of the board of directors  
A meeting of the board of directors shall be called at the discretion of the President or any four (4) 
members of the board. Notice of said meeting shall be given in writing by the Secretary-Treasurer to 
each board member at least fourteen (14) days in advance of the meeting together with an agenda of 
said meeting. The written notice and agenda provision of this section may be dispensed with by 
unanimous agreement of the board of directors.  
Detailed minutes of meetings of the board of directors shall be kept and made available to the members 
of the association upon request. A majority of four (4) members of the board of directors, including 
proxy vote shall constitute a quorum for purposes of conducting a meeting.  

Section 6. Resignation of President and Vice President  
The Board of Directors shall be authorized to elect a President and Vice President if either or both of 
these officers resign. The Board of Directors shall be authorized to appoint a member to the Board of 
Directors to fill a vacancy created by resignation of another member. The term of the appointees shall 
be until the next regular or special meeting of the association.  
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Section 7. Compensation of Board of Directors  
The board of Directors may receive expenses, but not per diem, while on official business of the 
association to attend meetings or other official activities.  
 
Article VI. HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS  

The location of the Corporation’s registered office in this state is Pipestone, Minnesota / Wamego, 
Kansas. The Board of Directors shall be authorized to change the principal office and place of business 
for maintaining the records of the Corporation, conducting the affairs of the Corporation and for other 
activities which are directly related to the objectives of the Corporation by resolution duly adopted.  

Article VII. INCOME AND PROPERTY  

Income and property of this association shall be used solely for furtherance of the objectives of the 
Association as stated in this constitution.  

Article VIII. ANNUAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS  

Section 1. Regular Meetings  
An annual meeting of the members of the association shall be held for the election of directors and the 
transaction of any other business which may come before the association. The secretary shall notify 
members 30 days in advance of the annual meeting of the date, location, and time of the meeting. An 
agenda of business to be transacted shall also be sent to each member at the time notice is given of the 
annual meeting.  
 
Section 2. Special Meetings  
By a majority vote of the board of directors a special meeting of the members of the association may be 
called to transact business of the association. An agenda specifying the date, location, time and business 
to be considered must accompany the notice of the meeting. A notice of a special meeting must be 
given 14 days in advance.  
 
Section 3. Quorum 
The members present at any regular or special meeting shall constitute a quorum.  

Article IX. REGISTRATION AND PEDIGREE RECORDATION  

Section 1. There shall be two classes of Finnsheep:  

a) Class I. This class of registry shall include purebred Finnsheep imported directly from Finland or 
indirectly through breeding stock propagated in the Irish Republic, the United Kingdom, Canada or any 
other country which may be designated by the association. The certificate of registry issued for this class 
shall show the date of birth, identity of sire and dam, litter size in which the individual was born, 
including age of dam and parity at the time of birth and the litter size in which the sire and dam were 
born. An extended pedigree will be available for an additional fee. The registration of an animal in this 
class shall count as one registration for the purpose of determining voting rights.  
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b) Class II. This class of registry shall include all animals and their descendants of one FBA Class I 
registered Finnsheep and a sheep of any other breed, including domestic Finnsheep not registered 
through FBA. The certificate of registry issued for an animal in this class shall show the date of birth, 
percentage of Finn blood, identity of sire and dam, litter size and the age of dam at time of birth, and 
litter size in which the sire and dam were born. The recording of an animal in this class shall count as 
one half of one Class I registration for purposes of determining the breeder’s FBA voting rights.  

Section 2. No restrictions on the use of artificial insemination or ova transplantation shall be imposed on 
the sheep offered for registration, provided the pedigree identity supplied is in accordance with that 
required for sheep produced by natural matings. Sheep produced by either or both of these methods 
shall be appropriately identified in the records of the Association. Any certificates of registration issued 
or transfer of ownership shall be appropriately identified.  

Section 3. In 2009, the association voted to allow transfers of registrations from Canadian or other 
foreign registrations to our Association for the same fee as regular transfers within the USA.  

Article X. AMENDMENTS  

This Constitution may be amended at any regular annual meeting of the Association by the affirmative 
vote of 2/3 of the membership present or represented by absentee ballot at the meeting. Notice of a 
proposed amendment shall be given to the Secretary-Treasurer forty-five (45) days prior to the meeting 
and such proposed amendment shall be included in the general notice calling such meeting.  

Article XI. CAPITAL STOCK  

The Corporation shall have no Capital Stock.  

Article XII. INCORPORATORS  

The incorporators of the Corporation and their post office addresses are as follows:  
Dwight Holaway Rural Route 2, Pipestone, Minnesota. 
W. J. Boulan, University of Minnesota, Animal Science Department, St. Paul, Minnesota.  
John F. Redding, Box 1029, Asheboro, North Carolina.  
 
As of 2019 the location of the non-profit status is changed to PO Box 231, Wamego, Kansas, 66547. 

This constitution was approved at an organizational meeting of Finnsheep breeders at Hastings, Nebraska on June 29, 1971 and duly amended 
October 23, 1973, October 6, 1976, August 23, 2009, August 29, 2010, August 1, 2011, October 15, 2011, October 14, 2012, & October 18, 2013 

ADD AMENDED DATE 
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Finnsheep Breeders Association 
2021 Survey Results 

 
Total Surveys Received: 62 

 
 
General Information 

1. How many years have you been raising Finnsheep?  

a. 1-5 years 41% 

b. 6-10 years 39% 

c. 11+ years 20% 

 

2. What state or region do you reside in?  

Surveys were received from every region in the continental U.S. and 26 different states. 

 

3. What was your original interest in Finns? (circle all that apply) 

a. for meat 21% 

b. for fiber 44% 

c. for crossbreeding to improve prolificacy 11% 

d. other 24% - included temperament, small size, dairy, crossing for dairy, hobby, 

homestead, land management 

 

4. How many Finnsheep are in your flock? 

a. 10 or less 22% 

b. 11-20 24% 

c. 21-50 17% 

d. 51+ 4% 

e. has another breed 32% - flock size of other breeds 1 – 600 head 
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5. Rank these selection criteria from most important (1) to least important (10) when 

purchasing new breeding stock.  Please answer in terms of individual animal traits, rather 

than entire flock generalizations.  

Average rank (from most to least important): structural soundness, other*, fleece quality, 

health – physical exam, litter size, health – verified test results, fleece color, codon 171 

status, analyzed data, non-verified flock data. 

*Write ins for “other” included dam’s lambing record, mothering ability, 

temperament, travel distance, cost, written agreements with seller, growth rate, 

small size, animal medical records, and seller’s references. 

20% ranked fleece color more important than fleece quality. 

38% ranked analyzed data more important than non-verified flock data. 

 

Comments: Some notes were made pointing out differing conclusions of the importance of R at 

codon 171 as well as the accuracy of tests for certain diseases.  A few noted fleece color 

rankings specifically for pure white.  Several notes were made suggesting analyzed data would 

be ranked higher if it were more widely used by breeders.  Many others noted uncertainty of 

what analyzed data is.  Lastly, several comments were made that ranking would change as flock 

size grew. 

 

6. My purpose for breeding Finns include: (circle all that apply) 

a. producing breeding stock to sell to other Finn breeders 82% 

b. producing breeding stock to sell to other farms for crossbreeding 68% 

c. selling meat direct-to-consumer 53% 

d. selling meat wholesale 6% 

e. selling feeder lambs or finished lambs 32% 

f. selling wool through a wool broker/wool pool 10% 

g. selling wool direct-to-consumer 76% 

h. selling wool as finished products (roving, yarn, knit items, etc.) 55% 

i. personal sustenance for meat and or fiber 53% 
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National Sale Structure 

The proposed criteria for admittance into the sale are as follows: 

• FBA registration 

• scrapie tag in ear and valid CVI (Certificate of Veterinary Inspection)* 

• negative test for OPP with verified results 

• rams must have 2 descended testicles of uniform size 

• ewes may not have hard or lumpy udders and should have two teats 

• all entries should meet breed standard according to size and structure 

7. Is there anything else you feel is important to consider during this sifting? 

fleece length, temperament, low coefficient of inbreeding, breeder’s membership status, 

lambing records, animal medical records, conformation, litter size, fleece quality, body 

condition score, rejection of single born lambs, production records, correct jaw alignment 

*Several suggestions were made about veterinary inspection, foot rot, sore mouth, and 

other contagious diseases.  Note CVIs would be required which provides documentation 

that a veterinarian has already inspected animals for signs of disease. 

 

8. How important do you feel a show held just prior to the sale is in evaluating consignments? 

comments: Some pointed out the importance of comparison within the breed (and only 

within the breed – not to judge against other breeds) and the educational opportunity this 

could become.  Others answered a. or b. with the note that judge should be familiar with 

Finns and how to evaluate them.  The belief of FBA founders that Finns should not be 

shown was also pointed out. 

a. very important 21% 

b. somewhat important 25% 

c. neutral 38% 

d. not so important 8% 

e. not at all important 8% 
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9. How important do you feel it is to ask consignors to include production and or performance 

data with each of their consignments? 

a. very important 48% 

b. somewhat important 35% 

c. neutral 12% 

d. not so important 5% 

e. not at all important 0% 

10. Would you be willing to micron test wool from your consignments?   

YES 72% / NO 28% 

11. Would you be willing to test scrapie resistance (codon 171) on your consignments?                  

YES  76% / NO 24% 

12. Should a “Best Fleece” class be included in the show?   

YES 78% / NO 22% 

13. Would you be interested in a fleece show separate from the sheep sale and show?            

YES 76% / NO 24% 

Comments for Q10-13: Concern for cost of testing and ability to test was expressed.  It was 

suggested tests not be a requirement.  Many questions were added about what micron 

testing and codon testing was as well.  These questions were addressed in Short Tales 107. 

 

Attendance 

14. How likely are you to attend a 2021 National Finnsheep Sale in Illinois held during a 

weekend in June? comments: Many expressed a desire to attend once COVID is no longer a 

concern.  Some mentioned desire to attend but inability due to the specific time of year in 

relation to other farm responsibilities (crop/hay harvesting, markets and festivals, etc.). 

a. very likely 13% 

b. somewhat likely 13% 

c. not sure 16% 

d. somewhat unlikely 8% 

e. very unlikely 49% 
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15. How important do you think an FBA-sponsored dinner with opportunities to meet other 

Finn breeders is to this event? 

a. very important 36% 

b. somewhat important 32% 

c. neutral 25% 

d. not so important 0% 

e. not at all important 7% 

 

Annual Meeting 

To accommodate as much of our membership as possible, the possibility to hold the FBA 

Annual Business Meeting at a different time of year and different location has been considered.  

The option to call in to the meeting from all locations across the country would remain 

available. 

16. How important is separating the sale and annual meeting so they can be held in two 

different locations in different regions to accommodate more of the membership? 

comments: Some suggested to keep the events combined but move the location on a 

regular basis. 

a. very important 12% 

b. somewhat important 21% 

c. neutral 35% 

d. not so important 7% 

e. not at all important 25% 

 

*Plans for any in-person events are dependent on COVID-19 restrictions.  If we are unable to 

travel and gather in-person this year, we will apply the information collected from your survey 

to event planning for next year.   

Stay safe! 
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Finnsheep Breeders Association Directory 
 

Join the directory for $30 per year.  

 Your listing will appear on the FBA website and in every issue of Short Tales. 

 

 
ARKANSAS 
 
Kelli Otting 
Ponker Farm 
346 W Firetower Road 
Hardy, AR 72542 
(309) 642-7330 
kelli.otting@gmail.com 
www.PonkerFarm.com 
Purebred Finns for 
temperament and fleece, 
white and colored 
 
CALIFORNIA 
 
Amy King 
34354 Country Road 24 
Woodland, CA 95695 
(530) 848-3551 
amypking@gmail.com 
 
Matt Maxwell 
HM Farms 
18900 Eleanor Lane 
Cottonwood, CA 96022 
(916) 284-9261 
mmaxwell491@gmail.com 
 
Tamara Myers 
Medley Farm & Kennel 
13470 Alabama Road 
Galt, CA 95632 
(209) 748-5046 
(707) 971-0578  
medleyrn@yahoo.com  
www.medleyfarm.com 

Purebred registered adults 
and lambs, white and 
colored 
 
Karen Norman-Boudreu 
2610 Meier Rd 
Sebastopol, CA 95472 
(707) 228-5614 
aquamama@sonic.net 
www.munchkinmeadowranch.
com 
 
CONNECTICUT 
 
Raine or John Pedersen 
PO Box 422 
East Hartland, CT 06027  
(860) 309-3160  
rainepedersen@hotmail.com 
Purebred registered Finns 
 
HAWAII 
 
Jennifer Ely 
Cloud Castle Farm 
100 Kawehi Pl 
Kula, HI 96790 
(808) 463-8715 
jennifer@cloudcastlefarm.com 
cloudcastlefarm.com 
 
IDAHO 
 
Leonard & Carol Gray  
Gray Farm 
2451 E. Little Basin Rd 

King Hill, ID 83633 
(208) 366-3304 or  
(559) 676-6261 
theclgrayfarm@gmail.com 
Mini Farm producing 
socialized, healthy, prolific 
sheep. 
 
ILLINOIS 
 
Terrisa Turner 
Primrose Path Farm 
3502 Black Oak Lane 
Edwardsville, IL 62025 
(618) 570-8871  
turner428@yahoo.com  
www.primrosepathfarm.net 
FBA Finn lambs 
 
IOWA 
 
Dale L Amendt 
6815 Waterman Blvd 
Sutherland, IA 51058  
(712) 446-3489 
Purebred and crossbred 
Finns (Finn X Suffolk, 
Finn X Corriedale) 
 
Marvin Blair 
3402 Fletcher Ave 
Lake City, IA 51449  
(712) 464-8153 
(712) 464-3688  
bbqshop@gmail.com 
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Purebred and crossbred 
Finns (Finn X Hamp, Finn 
Dorset) 
 
Clark E BreDahl 
Mormon Trail Farm 
1911 290th St 
Greenfield, IA 50849 
(641) 745-2323  
(641) 221-0551  
bredahl.mtfarms@gmail.com 
mtrailfarms.com 
Registered white purebred 
and crossbred Finns (Finn 
x Dorset x Ille De France) 
with complete performance 
data 
 
MARYLAND 
 
Carolyn & James 
Moloney  
403 Beards Creek Dr 
Davidsonville, MD 21035 
(443) 527-6012 or  
(443) 851-7346 
cboylan2@gmail.com 
 
John & Mary O’Malley 
Honeysuckle Farm 
1600 Ednor Rd 
Silver Spring, MD 20905  
(301) 421-9520 
(240) 462-3620  
johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com 
Purebred Finns, registered 
breeding stock 
 
MASSACHUSETTS 
 
Marti Taft-Ferguson 
7 Martin Road 
Shelburne Falls, MA 
01370 
(413) 489-3196  
marti@walkingcloudfarm.com  
www.walkingcloudfarm.com 

Purebred registered Finns 
for temperament and fiber 
 
MICHIGAN 
 
Aimee Buckley 
Overland Lamb 
11151 Dennings RD 
Jonesville, MI 49250 
aimeebuckley9718@gmail.com 
 
Holly Hamill & Lorene 
Kennedy 
LH Pine Hill Farm 
1734 E M20 
Shelby, MI 49455 
(989) 672-4140 
(231) 225-2426  
hollyhamill45@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/LH-Pine-
Hill-Farm-313533032366352/ 
Purebred Finns for fiber 
and temperament 
 
MINNESOTA 
 
Jon & Krystal Hillukka 
Ewe Crazy Finns 
32626 209th Ave 
Menahga, MN 56464 
(218) 371-0427 
jonhillukka@hotmail.com 
White Finns for wool, 
meat, increased birthing 
rates in commercial flocks 
 
Quint &Catherine Precht 
44661 870th Ave 
Hector, MN 55342 
(320) 296-8025 
cclambandwool@gmail.com 
Purebred Finns & crosses 
for growth, carcass, wool, 
prolificacy 
 
Heidi Quist 
Prairie Willows Farm 

16026 345th Street 
Center City, MN 55012 
(651) 238-5370  
prairiewillowsfarm@gmail.com  
www.prairiewillowsfarm.com 
Registered colored Finns 
and Finn X Gotlands for 
fleece 
 
Tim Reese 
Gale Woods Farm Park 
7210 County Road 110 
West 
Minnetrista, MN 55364  
(763) 694-2002 
(612) 490-2186  
tim.reese@threeriversparks.org  
www.galewoodsfarm.org 
Educational farm with 
purebred and crossbred 
Finns (Corriedale X Finn) 
 
Sue Wiegrefe 
Prairie Plum Farm 
42443 120th Street 
Mabel, MN 55954 
(715) 220-1183  
swiegrefe@sbcglobal.net  
www.prairieplumfarm.com 
Babydoll Southdown and 
BDS X Finn for fiber and 
orchard maintenance, 
white and colored 
 
MISSOURI 
 
Donna & Robert Putnam 
Spinning Sheep Fiber 
Farm 
350 SW 1501 Road 
Holden, MO 64040 
(816) 694-6801  
dputnam.fiber.art@gmail.com  
www.spinningsheepfiberfarm.
com 
Purebred Finns for wool, 
parasite resistence, and 
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mothering, white and 
colored 
 
NEW MEXICO 
 
Kerry Mower 
Hyer Wools 
33 CountY RD. 28 
Stanley, NM 87056 
(505) 459-9927 or  
(505) 690-3208 
kerryjmower@gmail.com 
www.hyerwools.com 
Breeding to retain 
prolificacy, produce fleece 
for fiber craftspersons. A 
variety of colors and 
markings available. 
 
NEW YORK 
 
Linda Denz 
Highland Acres 
213 Rounds Rd 
Oxford, NY 13830 
(607) 201-6650 or  
(607) 843-8805 
denz@frontiernet.net 
 
Johanna Hunt 
Bigfoot Farm 
26 Dunnigan Rd 
Salem, NY 12865 
(859) 707-9593 or  
(859) 340-0089 
QHEventr@aol.com 
Purebred Finns for wool 
quality, temperament, 
structure 
 
Barbara N Kahl 
Rivendell Farm of Oneonta 
159 Southside Drive 
Oneonta, NY 13820 
(607) 432-2858 
babsdesign3@yahoo.com 

babsdesign3.wixsite.com/ri
vendell-farm 
Biosecure purebred Finns 
for breeding stock 
 
Elizabeth H. Kinne 
Gossner 
Stillmeadow Finnsheep 
5883 Randall Hill Rd 
De Ruyter, NY 13052  
(315) 852-3344  
stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.
com  
www.stillmeadowfinnsheep.com 
Purebred Finns for 
maternal abilities, 
temperament, and fleece, 
white and colored 
 
Lisa Konnerth 
Bay Haven Short Tails 
80 Bay Rd 
Brookhaven, NY 11719  
(631) 776-0279 
(631) 786-9811  
bayhavenshorttails@hotmail.com 
www.bayhavenshorttails.com 
Micro fiber farm on Long 
Island 
 
Sten & Caraleigh Wilson 
Point of View Farm 
Finnsheep 
PO Box 535 
Bangall, NY 12506  
(845) 868-4140  
finnsheep@finnsheep.net  
www.finnsheep.net 
Purebred Finns for high 
performance, efficient and 
versatile bloodlines, all 
colors 
 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 
Ricky & Carolyn Beasley 
Heelside Farms 

508 Sedgewood Road 
Four Oaks, NC 27524 
(919) 464-6411 
(919) 934-2427  
heelsidefarms@hotmail.com  
www.heelsidefarms.com 
Purebred and crossbred 
Finns (Cormo, CVM) for 
fleece and mothering 
 
OHIO 
 
Hannah Smits 
Hannahs Happy Finn 
Sheep 
3706 Bass Rd 
Williamsburg, OH 45176  
(513) 724-2679  
info@hannahshappyfinnsh
eep.com  
hannahshappyfinnsheep.com 
Purebred Finns 
 
Walter Threlfall, DVM 
Falling Tree Ranch 
7012 Old Liberty Road 
Powell, OH 43065 
(614) 581-6602  
wrtdvm@gmail.com 
Registered Finns and 
crosses (Finn X Texel) 
 
OREGON 
 
Bonnie Gardner 
Friendship Farm 
42265 New Bridge Rd 
Richland, OR 97870 
(541) 893-6027 
eieio97870@gmail.com 
Raised with respect for our 
planet and each other, 
organic practices on agri-
forestry land 
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PENNSYLVANIA 
 
Michelle & Paul Geiss 
5 Gallon Dog Ranch 
20519 Lindsey Hollow Road 
Corry, PA 16407 
(814) 254-8501 
(814) 254-8500  
pmgeiss@gmail.com  
5gdr.com 
Purebred registered Finns 
specialized in grays, other 
colors avaialble 
 
Jan & Dale Hamby 
Fair Winds Farm, LLC 
2 Fair Winds Lane 
Quarryville, PA 17566  
(717) 239-9215 
(717) 239-9216  
jan.hamby@gmail.com  
fairwindsfarmpa.com 
Purebred Finns for fine 
fleece and temperment 
 
Ralph & Ellen Sheaffer 
667 St Paul Road 
Meyersdale, PA 15552 
(814) 442-9453  
sheafferr2@gmail.com 
Registered purebred Finns 
 
Caitlyn Rose Witmer 
4 O’Clock Farm 
160 Mountain Road 
Denver, PA 17517 
(717) 336-3336 
delmaswitmer@emypeople.net 
 
TEXAS 
 
Heather Otto 
Moon Over Ewe 
PO Box 70 
Cedar Creek, TX 78612  
(512) 825-1457  

moonoverewe@gmail.com 
www.texasfinnsheep.com 
Purebred and crossbred 
Finns (Finn X Shetland) 
for fleece 
 
David Pafford 
1324 W Harris 
Spur, TX 79370 
(209) 658-5972  
pafford@usa.com  
espuela.yolasite.com 
 
VERMONT 
 
Meaghan Audet  
Cracked An Egg Farm 
191 Newten Rd. 
Brandon, VT 05733 
(603) 312-7128 
meaghansanimals@gmail.com 
www.crackedaneggfarm.com 
Purebreds for size, 
productivity, milk, fleece, 
temperament. QR, RR, all 
colors. 
 
Susan Beshar 
AJ’s Happy Chick Farm 
287 Sinon Rd 
West Glover, VT 05875 
(802) 242-0062 
susan@ajshappychick.farm 
AJsHappyChick.Farm 
Small flock for fiber, meat 
quality, personality. 
 
Deborah Fuller 
88 Garfield Lane 
St Johnsburg, Vt 05819 
(802) 633-2584 
mfullerfarm@aol.com 
 
Siri Swanson 
Yankee Rock Farm 
363 Fisher Road 
Orwell, VT 05760 

(781) 264-0430 
(959) 444-5566 
yankeerockfarm@gmail.com 
www.yankeerockfarm.com 
Finns for conformation, 
growth, and prolificacy.  
Pastured lamb, fleeces, 
yarn. NSIP enrolled 
 
Beckey Thompson 
Autumn Rayne Acres 
149 Stewart Rd 
Berlin, VT 05602 
(757) 240-6798 
autumnrayneacres@gmail.
com 
Purebred & Icelandic x 
Finn raised on grass  
 
Katy Wolfe 
Boondoggle Farm 
559 Windmill Hill Road 
Putney, VT 05346 
(802) 557-1163  
yeskatydid@gmail.com 
Registered Finns in all 
colors and patterns for 
fleece, parasite resistance, 
and QR/RR 
 
VIRGINIA 
 
Ashley Hoffman 
Cedar View Farm 
PO Box 174 
23088 Slaughters Mill Road 
Mitchells, VA 22729 
(540) 661-7331  
cedarviewfarmva@gmail.com  
www.cedarviewfarmva.com 
Purebred Finnsheep 
 
Cody Manspile 
Crooked Bridge Farm 
1765 Jacktown Road 
Lexington, VA 24450 



 18 

(540) 784-9254  
crookedbridgefarm@gmail.com 
White Finnsheep for the 
commercial or purebred 
flock, home of Naomi 
Smith's House Mountain 
Flock 
 
John & Kristen McCann 
WoodSong Farm 
1185 County Line Road 
Bassett, VA 24055 
(276) 421-2204 
jnkmccann@yahoo.com 
farmingatwoodsong.com 
Quality fleece, 
conformation, size, 
hardiness, maintaining 
heritage traits, white and 
colored 
 
Robin Renner Doty 
Gypsy Mountain Farm 
1346 Nester School Road 
Dugspur, VA 24325 
(716) 560-0226  
eagypsy@aol.com 
White and all natural 
colors, on Facebook and 
Etsy 
 
WASHINGTON 
 
Jessica Duncan 
Nine Trees Farm 
3539 Seaman Road 
Waitsburg, WA 99361 

(509) 956-8892  
jandjduncan@ninetreesfarm.com  
ninetreesfarm.com 
Finns and Gotlands for 
fiber 
 
Dan and Leanne Hughes 
Triple L Finnsheep 
89202 N Harrington Rd 
West Richland, WA 99353 
(509) 539-6745  
danlea23@msn.com  
www.triplelfinnsheep.com 
Purebred Finns for size, 
productivity, milk, fleece,  
white and colors 
 
Ruth Mccauley 
Jeruth Farm 
30722 N Monroe Rd. 
Deer Park, WA 99006 
(509) 276-7715 
rem68@aol.com 
www.jeruthfinnsheepfarm.com 
Breeding stock, wool, 
brown, black, white ewes 
and rams, lambs 
 
Debra L. Perry 
Dancing Waters Farm 
4923 163rd Ln Sw 
Rochester, WA 98579 
(360) 273-9077 
mountaintrailwalker@yahoo.com 
Focus on fiber, form, 
function. 
 
Brenda Treibel 
27824 Se 378th Pl 

Enumclaw, WA 98022 
(360) 367-1515 
fuzzyfunfish@gmail.com 
www.beesllamas.com 
Correct, friendly Finns for 
breeding stock, wool.  
 
Robert & Sandra 
Willford 
Solace Farm 
30119 N. Spotted Rd. 
Deer Park, WA 99006 
(509) 276-7160 
sandra@solacefarmer.com 
www.solacefarmer.com 
Naturally raising scrapie 
resistant breeding stock, 
fleece, roving, handspun 
yarn in white and color 
 
WEST VIRGINIA 
 
Debbie Childers 
Childers Farm 
3389 Little Creek Rd. 
White Sulper Springs, WV 
24986 
(304) 536-3232 
childersfarm58@yahoo.com 
 
WISCONSIN 
 
Art & Gloria Johnson 
Ayrwen Farm 
642 Swedish Mission Road 
River Falls, WI 54022 
(616) 402-9882 
ayrwen@me.com 
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Board of Directors  
Contact List

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President: 
Siri Swanson (2021, 1st term) 
363 Fisher Road 
Orwell, VT 05760 
781-264-0430 
yankeerockfarm@gmail.com 
 
Vice President: 
Cody L. Manspile (2022, 1st term) 
1765 Jacktown Road 
Lexington, Virginia 24450 
(540) 784-9254 
crookedbridgefarm@gmail.com 
 
Director: 
Deb Kirsch (2021, 2nd Term) 
in place of Joanna P Bullock  
2266 Little River Church Rd. 
Taylorsville, NC 28681 
(607) 590-1605 
kirschda54@gmail.com 
 
Director: 
Walter Threlfall (2022, 2nd term) 
7012 Old Liberty Rd 
Powell, OH 43065 
614-581-6602 
wrtdvm@gmail.com 
 

Director and Secretary: 
Ashley Hoffman (2023, 1st Term) 
PO Box 174 
23088 Slaughters Mill Rd 
Mitchells, VA 22729 
(540) 661-7331 
cedarviewfarmva@gmail.com 
 
Director and Treasurer: 
Alan Huffman (2023, 1st term) 
5339 West US Highway 36 
Greencastle, IN 46135 
(765) 721-7291 
alanhuffman@sbcglobal.net 
 
Director: 
Mary Tucker (2021, 1st Term) 
2266 Little River Church Rd. 
Taylorsville, NC 28681 
828-851-4358 (cell/text) 
828-635-0753 (home) 
maire8797@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary & Treasurer assisted by: 
Associated Registries 
PO Box 231, 420A Lincoln 
Wamego, KS 66547 
(785) 456-8500 
asregistry@gmail.com 
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Visit us on the web: 
www.finnsheep.org 

 

FBA Registry Office 
 

P.O. Box 231 
305 Lincoln Street 

Wamego, KS 66547 
P: (785) 456-8500 
F: (785) 456-8599 

asregistry@gmail.com 
 

FBA Secretarial Office 
 

Ashley Hoffman  
PO Box 174 

23088 Slaughters Mill Rd 
Mitchells, VA 22729 

cedarviewfarmva@gmail.com 

Finnsheep Breeders Association, Inc. 
 

Finnsheep breeders are now found across many States producing 
purebred and crossbred Finnsheep. Breeders look to the Finnsheep 

Breeders Association, Inc. to provide record keeping of registrations 
and transfers of the breed. Since the inception of the Finnsheep 
Breeders Association, Inc. the organization has drawn on the 

expertise of leading research authorities to enhance the Finnsheep 
breed and provide leadership in promoting the Finnsheep qualities 

and characteristics. 
 

Mission Statement 
 

§ Provides a national pedigree breed recording system for 
Finnsheep 

§ Maintains the Finnsheep breed standard for the USA 
§ Promotes animal health within the breed and nationally 
§ Fosters and promotes the proliferation and marketing of 

Finnsheep within the national sheep industry and abroad 
§ Is a national focal point for Finnsheep Breeders 
§ Disseminates timely information to members on all matters 

relating to the breed 
 

 

Finnsheep Breeders Association 
PO Box 174 
23088 Slaughters Mill Rd 
Mitchells, VA 22729 
 


