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Hello Fellow Shepherds,  

   The “frost is on the pumpkin!”.  Well, 
almost. It’s still pretty warm here in 
Maryland.   

 In this issue,  Dr. Parker’s article on Your 
Finnsheep Nutritional Management 
Program, provides considerable food for 
thought and action.  It will help you  
optimize  your Finns’ health and            
potential.  It is a lengthy article, so it will 
take time to digest; but it’s well worth 
reading.    

     Plan to participate in the Finn Show 
and Sale coming up in May 2018 and 
attend the annual meeting.   Details are 
on page 2.   

    Please consider sharing your skill and 
knowledge with other members of the  
FBA.    You might write an article on 
your experience, trials, errors, and/or 
successes for Short Tales.  Or, volunteer 
to take a turn on the Board of Directors.  
Elections for the board are at the           
annual meeting and the term is 3 years. 

  Wishing you a successful breeding    
season, happy fall lambing, and                 
enjoyable holidays in the months ahead!    

                                 ~Mary O’Malley 

 

PLAN NOW FOR THE MAY 2018 
FINNSHEEP SALE and Annual 

Meeting  

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY                                                                             
Memorial Day Weekend,                  

Wooster, Ohio                      
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     PLAN NOW FOR THE 2018 GREAT LAKES SHOW AND SALE                                               
to be held at the Wayne County Fairgrounds in Wooster Ohio                                                                   

Memorial Day Weekend (May 26-27, 2018).  

   A necessary goal for all shepherds is to sell their sheep, but finding customers is not always easy.  With this in mind, a 
decision  was made at the recent meeting to go forward with a Finnsheep Sale to be held at the 2018 Great Lakes Show 
and Sale.    

Both pure bred Finnsheep and F-1 cross-bred sheep registered with the Finnsheep Breeders Association are eligible for 
sale.    Dr. Parker comments at the May meeting as well as Brian Magee’s comments at the 2016 meeting highlighted the 
value that a F-1 crossbred Finnsheep brings to a flock with prolificacy. (see pages 4-5 of this issue as well as Finnsheep 
for the Commercial Market on our website.  Buyers interested in incorporating a Finn into their flock are likely to attend 
a BANNER sale.   

Information on how to enter and participate in this and other sales can be found on                                                                 
THE BANNER website:     http://www.bannersheepmagazine.com/salesportal.html 

Click the sale entries link to find specific information about how to enter the sale.  Sale deadline is  approximately 10 
weeks prior to the sale, (so about March 15 for the Great Lakes Sale). Entries may be made on-line or through the  mail.   
If you do not have access to the internet (or prefer not to use it!), call   THE BANNER office at   309-785-5058 to request  
information on how to enter the sale.   

 The Show prior to the sale is the opportunity for you to present your sheep to the buying public.   Naturally you will 
want your sheep to be neat,  clean and well behaved (just like your children if you have them).  See Short Tales Volume 
89 available on our website for tips on Finnsheep and the Show Ring.   

  Many consigners at the sale stay at the   BEST WESTERN in Wooster, Ohio.  330-264-7750 or 866-264-2057 

NOTE:  It is possible that the show and sale will be held on Friday and Saturday of Memori-

al Day weekend.  The Amish will not purchase on  Sundays, so this would make it to encour-

age their participation.  if there is a change as it would also affect the day of our meeting. 

Finnsheep Breeders Association 
2018 Scholarship Award 

 
The Finnsheep Breeders Association is offering a $250 scholarship to a student who is currently a high school senior, 
college freshman or sophomore and who is a member, or whose parent/guardian is a member, of the Finnsheep Breed-
ers Association (minimum membership 2 years).  Applicants must be attending or have been accepted to a technical, 
vocational, community college or a university. All academic majors will be considered. Preference will be given to 
those with agricultural career goals. 
 
The scholarship will be awarded at the 2018 FBA annual meeting  
Payment will be made upon provision of college acceptance documentation and/or evidence of attendance. 
 
The Selection Criteria: * Experience and involvement in the sheep industry, (4H, FFA, family business) 

* Career goals          * Community service and leadership        * Essay (500 words) 

* Academic record (Official High School or College Transcript)        * Two letters of recommendation 

 
Deadline for submission:  February 27, 2017.  Please note, the essay and the response to the questions must be typed!!!  
 
The application is included in  Short Tales 91, available on our website   
If you have additional questions or to have an application mailed to you please contact Mary O’Malley  
at johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com 
 or at  1600 Ednor Road 
          Silver Spring, MD, 20905 

http://www.bannersheepmagazine.com/salesportal.html
mailto:johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com
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ASSESSING YOUR FINNSHEEP NUTRITIONAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

Dr. Charles Parker                                                                                                           
Professor Emeritus, The Ohio State University 

     Assessing your Finnsheep nutritional management program can be challenging, especially for new flock 
owners.  Science based information is limited for any sheep breed that normally yean triplet or quadruplet 
lambs.  However, Finnsheep provide the principal attribute of lamb meat sheep production: prolificacy.     
With proper nutritional management, Finnsheep can greatly increase flock profitability.    

     Aristotle wrote in 350 B.C. in his “History of Animals; “ (the) Life of animals may be divided into Two 
Acts---procreation and feeding; for on these two acts all their interests and life concentrate.”   He continued to 
record: “Their food depends chiefly on the substance of which they are severally constituted, for the source of 
their growth in all cases will be this substance.”  The phrase “severally constituted” is assumed to          ad-
dress the importance of food quality.  These words, written two plus millennia ago, capture the essence of ani-
mal species survival and identify feeding (nutrition) to be of great significance.    Then, as now, the corner-
stone of any dietary formulation depends on knowledge of food quality; if nutrient quality of feed is un-
known, the  quantity to feed remains unknown!   Thus obtaining feed analysis is essential,   especially for 
roughage feedstuffs.   When obtaining feed analysis is difficult,  experience and observation of the impact of 
your usual food stuff on your flock can help.  Today, in 2017, as in 350 B.C., every flock owner should recog-
nize the importance of nutritional management and create a personalized program based on scientific 
knowledge and built around their own producer skills and experience.  

     Lambing time is epic for flock owners.  Beside the demand it places on the shepherd’s time and energy,  its 
success or failure effects the entire year since lamb crop percentage exist as “the major source of flock profit-
ability.”  There is nothing more daunting at lambing, than to view a thin, lethargic ewe with her          multiple 
lambs, hunched over and searching for mother’s milk---food, too little, too late!    The following outline will 
reference ewe nutritional needs and offer suggestions for managing different phases during an annual lamb 
production cycle; with added attention to post weaning lamb diets. 

PRODUCTION PHASES 

     Maintenance:  This period lasts almost six months for once a year lambing or three months for a three 
lamb crop in two year schedule.  To determine the quantity and quality of feedstuffs needed during ewe 
maintenance periods, consider the ewe’s age and body condition as well as the cost of feed.  

     Ewe lambs intended for mating should be managed for optimal growth, but not fattened.  Ideally they will 
achieve approximately two-thirds of their expected mature weight at first breeding. 

     Body condition scoring is a “must learn skill” for sheep raisers!  It is commonly assessed by animal              
handling, with fingers together over rib, back and loin areas to estimate degree of body fatness.  Scoring gen-
erally is graded on a one to five basis, with score of “three being ideal” for maintenance period---a score of 
one is very thin and five is too fat.   

     Condition scoring is recommended to best determine ewe nutritional needs and therefore affects choice of 
quality feedstuffs.   Research indicates that adult ewes with a condition score of three prior to mating season 
do not benefit from flushing. 

Studies show that yearling ewes benefited from flushing when mated on high percentage of alfalfa pastures;  
it is most likely that ewe lambs would respond similarly.  Bloat need not be a concern with proper forage initi-
ation and availability to a free choice mineral salt, supplemented with a non-bloat additive.  For new growth 
and/or regrowth, alfalfa plants should be at least 6 inches high to prevent any danger of bloat.  Keep in mind 
that clover and birdsfoot trefoil pastures at breeding time have been found to delay conception. 
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 ASSESSING YOUR FINNSHEEP NUTRITIONAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, cont.  

  Gestation:  During the time of fetal development, which last approximately 5 months in sheep, attention to 
dietary energy and protein quality and quantity is of critical importance.  Nutrition for Finnsheep obviously 
becomes more significant because of a greater prolificacy level; early gestation nutrition directly impacts 
embryonic and placental development, and by mid-gestation fetal growth becomes a significant factor. 

     Condition scoring in early gestation is once again important, with improved dietary changes to sustain a 
condition score of three---fattening pregnant ewes is not recommended.  Sheep mineral salt mixes, with ad-
equate selenium concentration should be offered to the ewe flock beginning in early gestation. 

     During late gestation, with rapid fetal growth of multiple lambs, dietary changes are needed to lower the 
quantity of roughage and increase protein and energy dense feedstuffs.  The ewe simply cannot get enough 
protein and energy from hay, and therefore grain supplementation is essential.   

     Alfalfa is the “queen of forages” and Corn is “king of energy” for sheep diets; legume roughages should 
be substituted for grass based forage diets by mid-gestation.   Not only are legumes more highly digestible, 
but they provide greater bio-availability of plant protein than grass forages. This difference is especially im-
portant during the late gestation and lactation phases of ewe production as late gestation  dietary protein lev-
els should be not less than 14 percent protein.   

     Late day cutting of forages for harvesting is recommended to achieve the highest concentration of plant 
energy density, however plant maturity has the greatest effect on forage quality.        

      Cold stress during late gestation can have significant affects on lamb survival.   A cooperative study by 
Washington State University and U. S. Sheep Experiment Station, found that temperatures between 14 and 
32 degrees Fahrenheit during last three weeks of gestation and first three days post-partum, caused physical 
weakness, depression and poor nursing response of ewes, resulting in a forty percent death rate of lambs.   
However, ewes maintained at temperatures between 50 to 60 degrees had only ten percent lamb mortality.  
Breeders can compensate for cold temperatures by giving their pregnant ewes access to shelter and plenty of 
quality food to keep their metabolism up.   

           Lambing!!---an epic time; when You and Ewes’ celebrate complimentary efforts together, with 
mothers cleaning their new born of afterbirth, and assisting their healthy lambs to “stand, seek and suckle;”  
generally within an hour, providing time on their lambing bed for ewes to initiate bonding, via senses of 
sight, smell and sounds---sensuous behaviors that become important for strong bonding    ---a biological  
miracle!! 

        Shepherds should enjoy this special time; and if distracted by ewes with poor milking or mothering 
ability, and flighty behavior---their identities need to be recorded for culling!  Though, the shepherd might 
also review the recent gestation history to evaluate if there were factors that prevented this ewe from  re-
ceiving the optimal dietary support she needed.    Only those “hard working” ewes, that handle birthing “all 
alone,” should be retained in the flock to become mothers for producing a new and improved generation of 
breeding replacements.      

Well nourished ewes should yean healthy lambs, and ideally provide adequate nutrition to prevent early 
cases of lamb pneumonia and starvation; the greatest causes of early lamb mortality.  Ideally a goal for    
early lamb survivability should be ninety percent of greater. 

Lactation--- the ewe’s nutritional requirements are greatest during the first month of lactation.  Ewe body 
condition score and age should be considered along with litter size at lambing for establishing separate ewe 
groups having different nutritional needs.  Since energy and protein needs are at their greatest levels during 
lactation,  dietary protein should be at least sixteen percent and dry matter intake level at least twice that re-
quired for maintenance.  This is obviously the production phase needing the  highest quality dietary sources 
available. 
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 ASSESSING YOUR FINNSHEEP NUTRITIONAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, cont.  

    Fresh, clean water is considered an essential nutrient and should be available at all times throughout preg-
nancy and lactation.    

Recognizing the  exceptional importance of protein and energy quality and quantity during late early lacta-
tion for Finnsheep, the following research study results with Finn-cross ewes rearing triplet born lambs will 
be offered for possible application to improve lactation performance and lamb survival.   These  research 
studies  were conducted at Ohio Agricultural Research Development Center (OARDC), located in Wooster, 
Ohio. 

      Ewes rearing triplet lambs produced twenty-one percent more milk per unit of body weight during the 
first forty-two days of lactation, resulting from increased direct nursing stimulation, and twenty-six percent 
more pounds of lamb than ewes suckling twin lambs.   The average intake of the sixteen percent protein was 
approximately five percent of ewe body or seven pounds daily in this study with Finn cross ewesd, obtained 
from free choice hay and approximately 2.5-3 lbs grain-protein supplement daily.    

     Lactation dietary studies included supplementation of blood meal and meat-bone meal as low rumen de-
gradable protein sources to provide amino acid flow directly to small intestines for more efficient and availa-
ble protein.  Blood meal has a crude protein value of eighty-two percentage, approximately twice that of soy-
bean meal and was supplemented to supply twenty-five percent of total dietary protein; meat-bone meal for-
mulation also supplied twenty-five percent of diet protein.  A control diet used soybean meal as the supple-
mental source of protein. 

     Total production and efficiency of production were substantially improved for diets supplemented with 
blood meal and meat-bone meal.   Efficiency of milk production was one-third greater for blood meal supple-
mented ewes in comparison to soybean control diet fed ewes.     

       For lactating Finn ewes , protein that by-passes the rumen is essential for improving metabolism of the 
body fat stores which provide added energy beyond that available by physically limited feed intake.  Lacta-
tion is the production phase where kidney and adipose fat stores are the most important energy stores for op-
timal milk production. 

Higher levels of these two protein sources (blood meal and meat-bone meal), were evaluated, and found to 
reduce feed intake and as a result milk production tended to be lower than for soybean control diet 

           Another aspect of diet formulation for highly prolific ewes was studied at U. S. Sheep Experiment  Sta-
tion (USSES), at Dubois, Idaho.    

     Megalac a rumen protected “by-pass” fat originally developed to deliver added dietary energy directly to 
small intestines in dairy cattle, was researched on mature Finn-cross ewes suckling triplets, during their first 
forty-two days of lactation.  This product developed by Arm & Hammer, contains 2.25 times more  energy 
than starches and digestible fiber, with a net energy of 2.96 Mcal./pound and formulated as 5.5% of total the 
experimental diet. 

Blood meal was also included in the study as a source of low rumen degradability protein and supplemented 
as 3.3% of total diet.  All test diets and a control diet, were fed at four percentage of body weight. 

     Results showed that the Megalac-blood meal diet produced the highest milk fat percentage:  9.65 percent  
compared to 7.4 percent for the control diet. 

      Most significant results of this study showed that the use of rumen by-pass sources of protein and fat can 
be used to reduce conventional supplements, including grain in roughage based diets for high performing 
ewes during early lactation.   Remember that major sheep dietary changes require a gradual  transition over a 
two week period to allow adaptation of rumen micro-floral changes for optimal digestion. 
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ASSESSING YOUR FINNSHEEP NUTRITIONAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, cont.   

             Weaning/Post Weaning---dietary protein and energy should be lowered for ewes approximately 
two weeks before weaning.  This can be accomplished by reducing supplemental energy sources like grain 
and offering lower quality forages for the ewes.   

                If weaned lambs are to be grazing quality forages, it is important that their initiation to grazing be 
with their mothers for a two week period. This allows for an important behavior transition period for  im-
printing on their mothers grazing, and thus reducing additional stress at weaning. 

   One importation aspect of joint pre-weaning grazing is to realize that lactating ewes have most likely expe-
rienced an internal parasite larva hypobiosis (arrested development) from late fall grazing; and with a late 
gestation maturation of larva resulting in a periparturient rise of parasite egg production, beginning approxi-
mately two weeks before lambing and continuing during post-partum, reaching high numbers at ewe lacta-
tion peak at four week.  This is the major source for a new population of gastro-intestinal parasites!  De-
worming breeding ewes just before or just after lambing can help control this issue.  Ideally, that first spring 
grazing occurs on a non-grazed pastured, with joint grazing before weaning for no longer than two week.  
Weaned lambs should be moved on to a non-grazed pasture; internal parasite eggs require slightly more than 
two weeks to mature to infected larva.  

Internal parasites are the Number 1 cause of disease and mortality in lambs as reported by a recent ASI Sheep 
Industry survey.  Post weaning nutritional management of lambs should be conducted with consideration 
given to feed resources, marketing times and estimated costs of production.   Early weaned creep fed lambs 
can utilize feed most efficiently; with high concentrate feed conversion requirements as low as 3.25 pounds 
of feed per pound of gain.   Lambs selected for breeding replacement should be well nourished but not fat-
tened. 

   While more ewes could be maintained if their lambs were finished in dry lot, grass finished lambs may re-
ceive a premium return from specialty ethnic markets over an extended period annually. 

         It has been said that “Fear of multiple births can be powerful.” I hope these flock nutritional assessment 
thoughts are of value and will assist you in raising and maintaining a healthy Finnsheep Flock.                        
Nurture your primary breed Procreation attribute, “prolificacy” with adequate Feed nutrition 
(Aristotle 350 B. C.) and avoid Fear!    You have an important breed of sheep.     

 Suggested nutritional references:                                                                                                                                        

                 ASI Best Practices Fact Sheep, www. lamb resourcecenter.com                                        

                 Feeding Finnsheep, Mary O’Malley, SHEEP!  Magazine, Sept./Oct. 2014 and  

For more information  on parasites, visit :    https://www.wormx.info/ 

KNOW YOUR WORMS!!  

The University of Rhode Island is providing on line  FAMACHA certification!  

 From their website:  Use of the FAMACHA© system allows small ruminant producers to make deworming decisions 

based on an estimate of the the level of anemia in sheep and goats associated with barber pole worm (Haemonchus 

contortus) infection. The barber pole worm is the most economically important parasite affecting sheep and goat 

production on pasture and the most common cause of anemia during the grazing season in most of the U.S.  

For more information:  http://web.uri.edu/sheepngoat/famacha/ 

 EMAIL:  urisheepandgoat@etal.uri.edu  

Call:  Dept. Fisheries, Animal and Veterinary Science, University of Rhode Island       Phone: (401) 874-2951  

file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/bill's class
mailto:urisheepandgoat@etal.uri.edu
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Arkansas 

Kelli Otting                                                        
Ponker Farm                                                       
346 W. Firetower Road                                   
Hardy, AR  72542                                             
309-642-7330                                                            
kelli.otting@gmail.com                             
ponkerfarm.com                                               
Our flock is tested annually for OPP 
& Johne's. All are tested for Scrapie 
resistant gene (R) status. Ponker 
Farm Finns are loving and friendly.   

California                                                  
Leonard and Carol Gray                                 
Gray Farm                                                  
31475 Apache Road                                            
Coarsegold, CA 93614                                                
559-641-2482                                                                             
theclgrayfarm@gmail.com                        
Mini Farm producing very socialized 
and healthy sheep with little to no 
exposure to antibiotics and  mini-
mum  vaccinations.           

Joan Snavely                                                      
9740 Avenida Sourisa 
Cherry Valley, CA 92223  
(951) 236-7766  
tabafarms@gmail.com                              
Registered pure breed Finnsheep. 
Lambs and adult animals for sale as 
well as fleece, roving, blended yarns. 

Shaun & Katelyn  Welliver 

Nutty Hooves 
676 Venice Road 
Templeton, CA 93465  
(805) 698-9967  
kwelliver09@gmail.com                                       
Purebred Finnsheep, traditionally 
raised non-certified organic on an  
organic diet. White and colored 
stock                  

  

Connecticut     

Chris and Beth Fallon                                   
Barefoot Farm                                                    
459 Sawmill Hill Rd                                                
Sterling, CT 06377                                                          
860-774-5331                                                                     
mrsbfallon@yahoo.com                          
Purebred Finn breeders, Lambs for 
sale in late spring and early fall. Raw 
wool,           roving available in grey, 
brown, off white  

Jeff & Jayne Rainville 
Tiny Finn Farm 
355 Ledge RD 
Dayville, CT 06241  
(860) 481-1924  
jayne.rainville@yahoo.com  
https://jaynerainville.wixsite.com/website 
Purebred Finnsheep lambs for sale. 
Sire is brown; Dams are black HST. 

Excellent health! Lambs due in April. 

Jo Ann L Rowley 
Irish Acres Finnsheep 
812 Plainfield Rd 
Griswold, CT 06351-1032  
(860) 367-5039  
irishacresfinnsheep@gmail.com                       
Small flock offering friendly pure-
bred Finnsheep. Good fleeces and 
temperament. Respectful Rams. Di-
versified bloodlines. Variety of Finn-
sheep colors. Scrapie Resistant Codon 
171 (QR/RR). Starter flocks. Breeding 
stock,  OPP/Johne's negative  

Illinois                                                            
Isaac Vanier                                               
Mulberry Grove                                      
2917 CR  1100 E                                     
Dewey, IL 61840                                                    
217-778-3426                                                
mulberrygrovefarm@gmail.com           
Rising a small flock of exceptional 
Finnsheep with a focus on dairy pro-
duction, wool quality and scrapie re-
sistance  

Iowa 
 
Dale Amendt                                                    
6815 Waterman Blvd.                                                                   
Sutherland, IA 51058                                          
712.446.3489                                                             
Purebred Finnsheep,                             
Crossbred Finnsheep (Finn x Suffolk   
and Finn x Corridale)          

Marvin Blair                                                      
BBG Sheep                                                                      
3402 Fletcher Avenue                                              
Lake City, IA 51449                                    
712.464.8153                                                               
Purebred Finnsheep and Crossbred 
Finnsheep  Finn X Hamp;                              
Finn X  Dorset 

Clark  and Linda BreDahl 
Mormon Trail Farm 
1911 290th St 
Greenfeild, IA 50849-8016  
(641) 745-2323  
bredahl.mtfarms@gmail.com                                     

Flock ID: IA 3752 Prefix: MTF 
Purebred white Finnsheep. Crossbred 
Finnsheep (Finn x Dorset x Ille De 
France.) Foot rot free; OPP flock test 
negative, NSIP flock, complete pro-
duction/performance data available. 

Maine        
 
 Kathleen & Ben Stern,                              
Sweet Clover Farm                                         
248 Belgrade Road                                                            
Mt. Vernon, ME 04352 207.293.2615                     
sweetcloverfarm@roadrunner.com 
www.sweetcloverfarm.weebly.com                                                      
Breeding registered Finnsheep since 
2011. Our farm focus is superior 
breeding stock and wool quality.      

 Massachusetts                                        
Ned and Jan Niemiec                                        
Janned Farm                                                              
132 Bedord Street                                                       
Lakeville, MA 02347                                    
(508) 946-3496  
clydeight@verizon.net   

Finnsheep Breeders Association Directory 

Join this list for $30 per year, your listing will  appear on the website and in the Short Tales Directory 

mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:alanhuffman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:kwelliver09@gmail.com
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:jayne.rainville@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/backups
mailto:irishacresfinnsheep@gmail.com
mailto:bredahl.mtfarms@gmail.com
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:clydeight@verizon.net
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 Maryland                                         
Mary & John O’Malley                                               
Honeysuckle Farm                                                      
1600 Ednor Road                                                                
Silver Spring, MD 20905                                                                     
301.421.9520                                                                   
johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com                              
purebred Finnsheep, breeding stock                             
Finn cross; roving ,  freezer lamb 

Michigan                                                 
Lorene and Holly Kennedy                                                               
LH Pine Hill Farm                                                      
1734 E  M20                                                                       
Shelby, MI 49455                                                 
989-672-4140  or 231-225-2426                                                                 
Lorenefk7@yahoo.com                                     
Purebred   Finnsheep. Small flock of 
good quality. Breeding for fiber and 
temperament. Lambs available late 
spring   

 Minnesota     
5 Acre Farm 
Angella Knutson 
30316 Klejeski Rd                                                
Sandstone, MN 55072 
(320) 226-4524/ (320) 226 4563  
5acrefarmmn@gmail.com  
www.5acrefarm.net                                       
Purebred Finnsheep. 
Raw Wool, Milled Wool, Handspun 
Yarn; Hand Dyed Fibers and yarn            
Flock Prefix: 5AF 
Scrapie Eradication ID: MN312862  

Naomi Koenig 
Lost Lamb Farm 
31988 Klejeski  Road 
Sandston, MN 55072  
(320) 372-0412  
njkoenig@yahoo.com                                      
Raising lambs in fawn, brown, grey, 
white & black for milking, fine wool 
and prolificacy. 

Sue Wiegrefe 
Praire Plum Farm 
42443 120th Street 
Mabel, MN 55954  
(715) 220-1183  
swiegrefe@sbcglobal.net                          
RR Babydoll Southdown & BDS x 
Finnsheep selected for high quality 
fiber and orchard maintenance. White 
and colored breeding stock available  

Heidi Quist                                                                   
Prairie Willows Farm                                          
31015 Olinda Trail                                      
Lindstrom, MN  55045                                           
651-238-5370                                                  
prairiewillowsfarm@gmail.com 
www.prairiewillowsfarm.com                              
Scrapie flock ID:  MN 05935                                  
Registered colored Finnsheep and Finn 
x Gotland cross.  Specializing in               
quality fleece for spinning, weaving and 
felting.  Breeding stock  

Tim Reese 
Gale Woods Farm Park 
7210 Coubty Road 110 West 
Minnetrista, MN 55364  
(763) 694-2002 or (612) 490-2186  
tim.reese@threeriversparks.org  
www.galewoodsfarm.org                                 
Purebred Finnsheep. CorriedaleX Finn 
Flock Prefix: TRP. Flock# MN 43.   
SFCP Enrolled Status since 2005; Gale 
Woods is an educational farm. Products 
include wool & yarn, lamb, beef, poul-
try, hogs, & a vegetable CSA. 

Missouri                                                        
Donna and Robert Putnam 
Spinning Sheep Fiber Farm 
350 SW 1501 RD 
Holden, MO 64040  
(816) 694-6801  
dputnam.fiber.art@gmail.com                                    
Purebred Finnsheep; Wool, lambs, and 
fine wool products. Finnsheep colors 
include badger and black HST  

 Laurie Moxley 
Moxley Farm 
10510 Boulder Rd 
Mt Grove, MO 65711  
(417) 926-3618  
mcwobbie@aol.com                                
Purebred Finnsheep. OPP negative  
Breeding stock, raw wool.  wool prod-
ucts.                                                                       
https://www.etsy.com/shop/
MoxleyFarm?ref=hdr_shop_menu    

Stormy D. Thomas                             
Stormy Brooke Fiber Farm 
13542 Flora Dr 
Browning,  MO 64630  
(660) 349-5067  
jstflygirl@gmail.com  
www.stormybrookfiberfarm.org   
Scrapie Flock: MO8479 
Breeder of Purebred Finnsheep and 
Finn/Babydoll crosses. Breeding 
pairs and trios available. Several 
colors and patterns available! 

New Hampshire                               
Meaghan Page 
Cracked An Egg Farm 
479 Beauty Hill Rd 
Barrington, NH 03825  
(603) 312-7128  
meaghansanimals@gmail.com  
www.crackedaneggfarm.com                                   
Purebred Finnsheep; meat and 
soap. Scrapie Program. OPP & 
Johnes  negative. Showing high 
quality  friendly sheep with out-
standing fleece and conformation at 
fairs since 2006. Discounts & trans-
portation available. 

 
New Mexico                                                         
Kerry Mower 
Hyer Wools 
33 County Rd 28 
Stanley, NM 87056  
kerryjmower@gmail.com                                    
Registered Finnsheep in white and  
colors. I select for rapid growth and 
long, lustrous fleece with soft               
handle 

North Carolina                                             
Ricky  & Carolyn Beasley 
HEELSIDE FARMS 
508 Sedgewood Road 
Four Oaks,  NC 27524  
(919) 934-2427                                                                               
heelsidefarms@hotmail.com  
www.heelsidefarms.com                              
Finnsheep & Finnsheep croses, Bor-
der Leicesters & Cormos. Breeding 
stock, starter flocks and fiber             
enthusiast sheep   

mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:njkoenig@yahoo.com
mailto:swiegrefe@sbcglobal.net
mailto:prariewillowsfarm@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/Brian's write at home
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:tim.reese@threeriversparks.org
http://www.galewoodsfarm.org/
mailto:bredahl.mtfarms@gmail.com
mailto:dputnam.fiber.art@gmail.com
mailto:mcwobbie@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/Brian's write at home
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/Brian's write at home
mailto:jstflygirl@gmail.com
http://www.stormybrookfiberfarm.org/
mailto:meaghansanimals@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:kerryjmower@gmail.com
mailto:heelsidefarms@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/Chemistry
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Nevada              
Harold & Donna Andrews 
White Peaks Ranch 
HC 34 BOX 233 
JACKPOT, NV 89825  
(775) 755-2882                                                     
White and colored breeding stock for 
sale. Rams. 
 
North Dakota                                               
Paul Mahin 
Apple Haven Ranch 
3960 41 S Ave SE 
Tappen, ND 58487  
(701) 471-4992  
plazytm@hotmail.com                               
http://facebook.com/appleHavenRanch                                

Flock prefix: AHR 
Purebred rams available from              
quadruplet and quintuplet ewes and  
quintuplet ram 

New York                                                  
Amy Cook 
Sweetland Hill Finnsheep 
64 Sweetland Hill Rd 
Chenango Fork, NY 13746  
(607) 725-4844  
cookam@sunybroome.edu  
www.sweetlandhillfinnsheep.com      
Breeding purebred Finnsheep for size, 
confirmation and maternal instinct. R 
genetics available in white and badger-
faced. Biosecure and OPP free. Wool 
roving & sheepskins available. 

Barbara Kahl                                                     
Rddivendell Farm of Oneonta               
159 Southside Dr                                          
Oneonta, NY 13820                                     
607-432-2858                                                     
babsdesign3@yahoo.com                             
babsdesign3.wixsite.com/Rivendell-farm 

 

Richard and Maureen Moose                      
6968 SH SC                                                  
Potsdam, NY 13676                                      
315-244-2450                                              
moosere@yahoo.com                                
Purebred Finnsheep ,                                     
Fiber;  pasture raised lamb 

 

 Lisa Mawson 
Two Moon Acres 
1186 Old North Main St 
Oneida, NY 13421  
(315) 280-0107  
caninecultureCNY@yahoo.com  
Twomoonfarms.com  
Purebred Finnsheep, tested OPP, 
Johnes negative, closed flock. Flock 
selected for temperament, maternal 
instincts, lambing ease, quality fleeces, 
color variety.  
 
Teresa Fallon & Andy Nagerl 
Ironwood Hill Farm                                        
PO Box 404 
Newark Valley, NY  13811 
607.237.1788 or 607/972/1885 
ironwoodhillfarm@gmail.com 
www.ironwoodhillfarm.com   
Flock ID:  NY111226                                 
Purebred Finnsheep, Commercial           
Breeder ;Large Flock Offering         
Diverse  Genetics.                             
Tested OPP Negative  Disease Free 
Closed Flock. Scrapie   Resistant R 
genes. all Colors and Patterns 
 
Richard Parsons, Jr. DVM &                 
Marla  Parsons 
Burnt Mill Farm 
174 Burnt Mill  Road 
Churchville, NY  14428 
585.739.1460 
marla@burntmillfarm.com  
www.burntmillfarm.com 
Scrapie Flock ID:  111371                                    
Flock prefix: Burnt Mill 
Purebred Finnsheep, breeding stock, 
meat, wool and hides.  Based upon 
God’s  design; sustainable  family 
farm                                 
 
Phyllis Schlag 
177 High School RD 
Little Falls, NY 13365  
pms_1129@yahoo.com  
ktsfarmlittlefallsny.com       
 
Elizabeth H. Kinne Gossner 
Stillmeadow Finnsheep 
5883 Randall Hill Rd 
De Ruyter, NY 13052  
(315) 852-3344                                                
stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.com  
www.stillmeadowfinnsheep.com              
Flock #NY69 - SFCP Certified           
Scrapie Free, September 2012                     
Biosecure Closed Purebred Finnsheep 
Flock,  since 1994.  OPP- , highly ma-
ternal, docile temperaments, quality 
fleeces. proven easy care genetics       

Ted & Bobbie Trudeau 
Trudeau Family Farm 
288 Harmon RD 
Edwards, NY 13635  
(315) 771-4875  
btrudeau74@gmail.com                                   
Purebred Finnsheep 
Bred for lambing ease, maternal in-
stincts, prolificacy, docile tempera-
ments, quality fleece, variety of color 
& patterns. 

Sheila Warden,                                                    
Sawyer Creek Farm 
80 California Rd 
Gouveneur, NY  13642 
315.286.1606 .or 315.287.0437 
sawyerfm@northnet.org 
www.facebook.com/SawyerCreekFarm                                       

Scrapie Flock ID: NY119—                    
Registered Purebred Finnsheep. Flock 
ID NY119 Biosecure farm, breeding 
stock, fleeces, pelts, yarn, roving.  
OPP tested Spring 2016        

 CaraLeigh and Sten Wilson,                                            
Point of View Farm                                                     
PO Box 535                                                                
Bangall, NY 12506                              
845.868.4140                                                
finnsheep@me.com                           
www.finnsheep.net                                                          
Flock ID: NY120                                
Purebred Finnsheep Breeding Stock. 
Biosecure farm, high performance 
genetics, efficient & versatile blood-
lines. USDA export scrapie program, 
OPP negative  annually           

Ohio                                                         

Terrie P Godfrey 
Eldorado Farms 
10915 Main Rd 
Berlin Heights, OH 44814  
(419) 554-1069  
terrie@eldoradofinns.com  

www.eldoradofinns.com  

We breed for true Finnish traits. Only 
pure Finns. Specializing in Browns 
from original Brown Finnish Sires. 
Great temperaments, fleeces, and car-
cass. Lambs, Fleeces, Pelts, Breeding 
adults, and pasture pets available year 
round. 

mailto:wrtdvm@gmail.com
mailto:plazytm@hotmail.com
mailto:plazytm@hotmail.com
mailto:cookam@sunybroome.edu
http://www.sweetlandhillfinnsheep.com/
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/Brian's write at home
mailto:caninecultureCNY@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/christmas
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:ironwoodhillfarm@gmail.com
http://www.ironwoodhillfarm.com
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:pms_1129@yahoo.com
http://ktsfarmlittlefallsny.com/
mailto:stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.com
http://www.stillmeadowfinnsheep.com/
mailto:btrudeau74@gmail.com
mailto:saawyerfm@northnet.org
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:terrie@eldoradofinns.com
http://www.eldoradofinns.com/
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Ohio                                                                          
Deborah Kirsch                                                    
The Meadow’s Gate 
100 Hazel Drive 
Northfield, OH 44067  
(607) 590-1605  
kirschda54@gmail.com                                                                            
Scrapie Flock ID: NY 116  Purebred 
Finnsheep from well respected blood-
lines. Dedicated to optimizing hall-
mark breed traits while maintaining 
breed purity. Certified Scrapie Free 
Sept 2012                                                                  
Hannah Smits 
Hannahs Happy Finn Sheep 
3706 Bass Rd 
Williamsburg, OH 45176  
(513) 724-2679  

info@hannahshappyfinnsheep.com  

hannahshappyfinnsheep.com                      

Purebred Finnsheep. 

Oregon                                                          
Karl & Rose Wright 
Bucking Ram Farm 
PO Box 367 
Corvallis, OR 97339  
(503) 313-5619  
savanna224@yahoo.com                                  
Breeder of purebred Finnsheep and           
Shetlands. Also available for ram leas-
ing. Raw fleeces, batts and yarn.         

Pennsylvania                                         
Michelle & Paul Geiss 
5 Gallon Dog Ranch 
20519 Lindsey Hollow Road 
Corry, PA 16407  
(814) 254-8501 or (814) 254-8500                                                                            
pmgeiss@gmail.com 

Purebreed registered Finnsheep; many 
colors. Gentle disposition &  personali-
ties. Ideal stock for hobby farmsteads.   

Jan and Dale Hamby                                
Fair Winds Farm                                                   
2 Fair Winds Lane                                          
Quarryville, PA  17566                                                      
717-239-9215                                                          
jan.hamby@gmail.com                                                 
http://fairwindsfarmpa.com                         
Flock Prefix: HMB                                                
Purebred Finnsheep with fine fleece in 
a variety of colors; lovely personali-
ties. Wool & alpaca fiber  & yarn  

 Pennsylvania                                          

  Gwendolyn J Hemer Schartz 
Brambly Hedge Farm 
131 Keen Road 
Spring City, PA 19475  
(913) 232-1444  
bramblyhedgefarm.pa@gmail.com  
bramblyhedgefarmpa.com                            
Registered purebred Finnsheep. Care-
fully selected small flock, expanding to 
breed positive traits with the addition of 
unrelated members. Biosecure              

 Blake Malkamaki 
21092 N Norrisville Rd 
Conneavtville, PA 16406  
(814) 587-2256  
blake@little-mountain.com                                         
Purebred Finnsheep 
Small farm in Crawford County in NW 
PA, btwn Erie and Meadville. Sweet 
personalities,  beautiful wool, texture & 
colors        

Tennessee                                                          
Megan Pennington                                         
Circle M Farm                                                       
204 Straight Ford Road                                          
Huntsville, TN 37756                                          
423.539.8634                                                               
megan@circlemfinnsheep.com                                  
www.circlemfinnsheep.com                    
Purebred Finnsheep 
Breeding stock, fiber pets, freezer 
lambs, raw fleeces, roving. Find us on 
Facebook and Etsy through our website                                 

Virginia                                                  
Naomi Smith                                              
House Mountain Finnsheep                            
1765 Jacktown Road                                           
Lexington, VA  24450                     
540.463.6062                                                         
Flock ID:  VA 17                                             
Breeding traditional white registered                 
Finnsheep since 1985 

Virginia                                                            
Abbey Grobe 
Frog’s Breath Farm                                    
4751 Glenfinnian Drive 
Richmond, VA 23231  
(617) 930-2500  
abbeygrobe@gmail.com                                   
facebook.com/frogsbreathfarm                               
Purebred registerable Finnsheep -  
Bred for lovely curl & crimp wool and 
healthy animals. White, pied, badger, 
brown, black                 

 William R Stewart                                          
Skyemoor Farm                                            
40101 Highland View Lane                              
Paeonian Springs, VA  20129          
540.882.4872                                                      
willstewart@rstarmail.com   
www.skyemoorfarm.com                             
Purebred Registered Finnsheep and 
Finn x North Country Cheviot, Finn x 
Romney.  Breeding stock.   Variety of 
colors and patterns. Scrapie resistant 
R gene at codon 171; breeding stock 

Vermont                                                                
Siri Swanson 
Dancing Moon Farm 
363 Fisher Road 
Orwell, VT 05760  
(802) 948-2867  
dancingmoonvt@gmail.com  
www.facebook.com/dancingmoonfarm     

Purebred registered Finnsheep and 
Finn crosses in white and color. Breed 
for fleece and carcass quality, and ma-
ternity.   

Washington                                                        

Jessica Duncan 
Nine Trees Farm 
3539 Seaman RD 
Waitsburg, WA 99361  
(509) 956-8892  
jandjduncan@ninetreesfarm.com  
ninetreesfarm.com                                                                 
Our small family farm takes pride in 
raising quality Finnsheep and Gotland 
sheep for fiber products, breeding 
stock, and lambs. 

A DIRECTORY LISTING COULD BE 

YOURS  FOR $30 A  YEAR!!!     

(note: the directory listing fee is for                   

each calendar year)    

mailto:kirschda54@gmail.com
mailto:info@hannahshappyfinnsheep.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:savanna224@yahoo.com
mailto:info@fairwindsfarmpa.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/bill's class
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:bramblyhedgefarm.pa@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:blake@little-mountain.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:abbeygrobe@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/bill's class
mailto:willstewart@rstarmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:dancingmoonvt@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/dancingmoonfarm
mailto:jandjduncan@ninetreesfarm.com
http://ninetreesfarm.com/
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 President: 
Mary O’Malley (2018, 2nd Term) 
1600 Ednor Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20905 
301-421-9520 
johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com                                                                             
MaryFinnsheepbreeder@yahoo.com 

Director:        (2018, 1st term)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Joanna Porter Bullock                            
Cabriole Farm 
360 Loud Rd 
Plymouth, ME 04969  
(207) 299-4072                

 Director                                                         
Kerry Mower (2020, 1st term) 
33 County Rd 28 
Stanley, NM 87056  
kerryjmower@gmail.com                                                                

 

Washington                                              
Anne-Marie Elkins and Bob Lund 
Muddy Pig Ranch 
110 West 6th Ave #318 
Ellensburg, WA 98926  
(425) 444-6051  
muddyPigRanch@gmail.com  
www.MuddyPigRanch.com                      
Flock prefix: MPR 
Purebred breeding stock. East coast 
bloodlines. Some QR and RR genet-
ics. Badger, white, black, and brown. 
Beautiful fleeces    
                                                                           
Dan and Leanne Hughes 
Triple L Finnsheep 
89202 N. Harrington Road 
West Richland, WA  99353 
509.539.6745 
danlea23@msn.com 
www.triplelfinnsheep.com  
Flock ID:  WA 2252 
Scrapie Flock ID: WA2252; SFCP - 
certified. 
Purebred Finnsheep. 
Breeder since 1982, focus on size, 
productivity, milk, fleece. QR ani-
mals available. White, brown, black, 
pied, gray, badger colors.  
 
 

Washington                                                 
Debra Perry                                                   
Dancing Waters Farm 
4925 163rd Ln SW 
Rochester, WA  98579-9472 
360.273.9077 
mountaintrailwalker@yahoo.com                                               
Breeding with an eye for Form,               
Fiber, Function and Temperament                                   

Emily Tzeng 
656B Moji Lane NW 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110  
(443) 350-7207  
emtzeng@gmail.com  
localcolorfiberstudio.com                         
Breeding for the small farmstead, with a 
focus on fiber and good temperament         

Laboranti Violetta                                             
1844 NW VAA Rd                                              
Poulsbo, WA  98370                                                            
360-598-2097                                                                           
autumnrhapsody.goats@gmail.com              
autumnrhapsodyfarm.com                                  
Purebred Finnsheep; FinnxEast Friesian 
Small healthy, friendly flock; Scrapie re-
sistant codon 171;QR/RR;  Negative for 
OPP, Johne’s,CL; Excellent temperament 
lambing ease, colorful fleeces 

 

Erin & Roni Smith 
The Smithshyre 
22119 Foss Rd NE 
Poulsbo, WA 98370  
(360) 271-0679 or (360) 271-7896  
thesmithshyre@gmail.coms 

Wisconsign                                            
Dwight & Lori Stephenson 
N 80 W 34386 Peterson RD 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066  
(262) 490-8934  
stephenson@netwurx.net  
sommarangfarm.com                                             
Finn breeder in Wisconsin - focus on 
growthy lambs from milky dams with 
fine fleece. 

West Virginia                                                 
JoAnn Jones 
Capriole Farm LLC 
453 Capriole Lane 
Ronceverte, WV 24970  
(304) 667-4123  
453chasevt@gmail.com  
capriolefarm.weebly.com                       
Purebred & Crossbred Finnsheep, raw 
wool, lambs & occasionally ewes 
available. Small, socialized quality 
flock. 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR CONTACT LIST           

Vice President:                                                                                                 
Naomi Smith ( 2019, 1st term)                                                                              
1765 Jacktown Rd                                                                                 
Lexington, VA  24450                                                                                                   
540-463-6062   (no email) 

Director and Treasurer: 
Grant Blackburn (2019, 1st term) 
PO Box 274 
Lexington, VA 24450 

540-461-2054 

global2000_us@yahoo.com 

Consider running for 
the board in 2018.   

This is your  

organization! 

Director:                                                                           
Walter Threlfall   (2019, 1st term)                              
7012 Old Liberty RD 
Powell, OH 43065  
614- 581-6602  

wrtdvm@gmail.com      

 Director:       (2020, 1st term)         
Elizabeth H. Kinne Gossner 
5883 Randall Hill Rd 
De Ruyter, NY 13052  
(315) 852-3344                                                
stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.com 

Secretary:                                                               
Anne-Marie Elkins  
110 West 6th Ave #318 
Ellensburg, WA 98926  
(425) 444-6051  
muddyPigRanch@gmail.com  

Breeders Directory continued 

mailto:johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:kerryjmower@gmail.com
mailto:muddyPigRanch@gmail.com
mailto:alanhuffman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:danlea23@msn.com
http://www.triplelfinnsheep.com
mailto:mountaintrailwalker@yahoo.com
mailto:emtzeng@gmail.com
http://localcolorfiberstudio.com/
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/Brian's write at home
mailto:thesmithshyre@gmail.com
mailto:stephenson@netwurx.net
http://sommarangfarm.com/
mailto:453chasevt@gmail.com
http://capriolefarm.weebly.com/
mailto:global2000_us@yahoo.com
mailto:wrtdvm@gmail.com
mailto:stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.com
mailto:muddyPigRanch@gmail.com
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FBA Registry Office                                                                             

   PO Box 231                                                                   

305 Lincoln                                                           

Wamego, KS  66547 

Phone:785-456-8500                                  

Fax: 785-456-8599  

Visit our website:  

http://www.finnsheep.org 

FBA Secretarial Office 

Anne-Marie Elkins 

110 West 6th Ave #318 

Ellensburg, WA 98926 

(425) 444-6051  

  fbasecretary@finnsheep.org 

Finnsheep Breeders Association  

Finnsheep breeders are now found across many States producing purebred 

and crossbred Finnsheep. Breeders look to the Finnsheep Breeders Associa-

tion, Inc. to provide record keeping of registrations and transfers of the breed. 

Since the 1971  inception of the Finnsheep Breeders Association, Inc. the or-

ganization has drawn on the expertise of leading research authorities to en-

hance the Finnsheep breed and provide leadership in promoting the Finnsheep 

qualities and characteristics.  

Mission Statement  

The American Finnsheep Breeders Association:  

*Provides a national pedigree breed recording system for Finnsheep                          

* Maintains the Finnsheep breed standard for the USA.   Promotes animal 

health within the breed and nationally                                                                                  

*Fosters and promotes the proliferation and marketing of Finnsheep within the      

national sheep industry and abroad                                                                             

 

Finnsheep Breeders Association      

110 West 6th Ave #318                              

Ellensburg, WA 98926 

mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org

