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Chief Shepherd’s Message                                                                                                                   

by Mary O’Malley 

 Greetings!  Spring is here...with warmer temperatures, sunnier skies and for the           

Finnsheep shepherd...bountiful lambs.  I hope you are having a successful lambing            

season. The American Sheep Industry continues to encourage sheep producers to          

increase their lambing percentages. See what Finns can do for the industry!!   

 Please note our upcoming annual meeting.  Time, location and contact information as 

well as agenda items are in this newsletter.  Your input is valued!! Please make time to 

attend and share your thoughts. Consider running for the Board of Directors.  We have 

one candidate already.  More nominations are welcome and can be made at the meeting. 

In this issue, you will enjoy reading about junior member, Siri Swanson’s experiences in 

the show ring.   

 Many thanks to outgoing Chief Shepherd Fran Smith.  Fran was elected as Board of          

Directors president in October 2013.  She has stepped down for personal reasons. We 

are grateful for all her efforts over the past two and half years.   

 If you are going to the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival, stop by and visit in the Breed 

Display Barn.  I’ll be there under the big red FBA banner.  If you can’t make it to                 

Maryland, I hope we’ll be in touch at our upcoming annual meeting in Wooster, either in 

person or, by phone.   

 Until then, happy lambing!! 

FBA ANNUAL MEETING 

7 p.m. SATURDAY, MAY 28, 2016 

Great Lakes Fiber Festival, Wooster, Ohio 
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FBA ANNUAL MEETING 

SATURDAY, MAY 28, 2016 

Plan to attend the Finnsheep Breeders Association annual meeting in person or by telephone.  This is your 
organization and your input is vital!  The location will be the same as last year, the Best Western Hotel, 243 E 
Liberty St, Wooster, OH 44691, just outside the Great Lakes Fiber Show.   

The meeting will start promptly at 7 p.m on the Saturday evening of the show (5/28) and will be held in the 
Imperial Room.  Light refreshment will be served, (let us know if you are coming...a headcount for food 
would be helpful). If you are planning to stay at the Best Western, call soon and mention you will be attend-
ing the FBA meeting for  a 10% discount.  Don’t delay! Only a small block of rooms has been reserved.   

If you cannot attend in person , you will be able to join in via tele-conference by calling:  

Dial: 1‐800‐582‐3014   After the prompt enter the Participant Pass Code: 031097008#           

Be sure to add the # sign or you will not be added.  You will hear a tone as you are added to the teleconfer-
ence.    

Agenda for the 2016 meeting; 

Opening and Welcome        

Roll Call of Members  

Secretary Report  

Treasurer Report  

Nominations and Vote for Board of Directors  

Old Business:  

1.  Update from the Color Committee.  Joanna Porter and the color committee have been doing excellent 
work addressing the concerns of Finn fiber enthusiasts related to color and marking.  The eventual goal is 
to revise the registration forms to more accurately reflect color and marking.   The first step is to present 
a revised color marking chart to the membership. 

2. Advertising:  We welcome feedback on the recent full page ads in THE BANNER, The Shepherd and  
SHEEP! magazines.  New ideas (and help) are always appreciated! 

EDITORS NOTE:  

    Share  your articles, accomplishments or other items of note 
with your fellow  Finnsheep Breeders. Send your articles or 
photos  to be included in upcoming Short Tales to : 

Mary O’Malley                                                                                             
1600 Ednor Road, Silver Spring, MD 20905.                                                              
maryfinnsheepbreeder@yahoo.com 

DEADLINE for next issue June 15, 

 Don’t forget to renew your membership!   

Short Tales  is  emailed to members, unless other wise request-
ed or no email is available.    

 

mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
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FBA ANNUAL MEETING agenda continued 

New Business:   

1. Nominations and vote for Board of Directors 

2. The FBA board and The Associated Registries have been working together to revise our Work Order 
and Membership and Breeder Directory forms.  The goal is to make the forms consistent with each other 
and to eliminate unnecessary or confusing items.  The Flock Prefix listing has caused confusion in the 
past.  The “per letter” fee will be replaced with a flat fee.       

3. The Finnsheep Hall of Fame:  we would like to begin a tradition of honoring an FBA member who has 
been an outstanding shepherd, breeder, and promoter of Finnsheep.   

4. FBA  Scholarship:  We propose offering a yearly scholarship to a student who is currently a high school 
senior, college freshman or sophomore and who is a member, or whose parent/guardian is a member of the 
FBA.  Based on examples from other associations, applicants must be attending or have been accepted to at 
technical, vocational, community college or university.  All academic majors will be considered though 
preference will be given to those with agriculture career goals.  Selection criteria could include experience 
and involvement in the sheep industry, community service and leadership, academic record, an essay and 2 
letters of recommendation.    The association will vote on this proposal.   

5. Selection of location for 2017 meeting 

Candidate for the Board of Directors: 

  Walter R. Threlfall, DVM, MS, PhD, DACT 

Dr. Threlfall is a Consulting Theriogenologist and Professor Emeritus and former Head of the Theriogenol-

ogy (veterinary reproduction) Area in the Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences at The Ohio State 

University College of Veterinary Medicine. 

He received his DVM degree from The Ohio State University and an MS in Veterinary Medicine and Sur-

gery as well as a PhD in reproductive physiology from the University of Missouri where he also completed 

a residency in Theriogenology. He is board certified by The American College of Theriogenologists, and is 

past president of the College. He served for seven years as the delegate to the American Veterinary Medical 

Association representing the Society for Theriogenology and eight years as the Delegate to the AVMA rep-

resenting the Ohio Veterinary Medical Association. He served on the Ohio VMA Board for approximately 

20 years. He served for two years as the vice president of the American Veterinary Medical Association. He 

has been a member of the Small Ruminant Practitioners Association. He is active in his community having 

served on his Township Board of Zoning Appeals and the Zoning Commission, the County Health Depart-

ment Board of Health for eighteen years being President for the last thirteen,  and The State Board of Health 

Departments Board.  

He has raised sheep since he was eight years old and Finnsheep for over 35 years. He served as Vice Presi-

dent of the Ohio Finnsheep Association when it was first organized. His father, grandfather, great grandfa-

ther, and great great grandfather also raised sheep and he and his daughter currently own a flock of approxi-

mately 75 Finn and Texel ewes. It would be an honor to serve the Association as a Board member. 
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SHOWING FINNSHEEP  
               by Siri Swanson, junior member 

                    Dancing Moon Farm,   Orwell, VT 

                  

In the summer of 2013 I reached the exciting stage of taking my 4-H 

sheep project to a newer, more serious level.  The process of picking a 

breed to take center stage on my farm was much easier than I thought 

when I came across Finnsheep.  They easily caught my eye with their 

look, their fiber and meat, their personality, and their    abilities as com-

panions as well as their potential in the commercial market.  Finns fit 

into my business and life.  They were the perfect fit and, for me, the per-

fect breed.  However, I never imagined how far they would take me.   

 

 Being the nature of 4-H, I fell in love with the show 

ring.  Showing sheep is my boundless passion and occupies the majority 

of a six month stretch of my year.  As many are aware Finns are not 

known to be a flashy, show-ring ready breed.  I took on the task of proving my doubters wrong; to what 

extent I had no idea.  My first year showing Finns went very smoothly.  My first three Finns and I turned 

quite a few heads and got some lovely compliments from several judges.  The next year I had a fuller line 

up.  The now yearlings from the year prior and my own lambs would show a greater selection of the ge-

netics in my flock and the breed today.  2014 went even better with my yearling ewe, Lily, donated to me 

from Mary O’Malley through the Youth Conservationist Program, receiving lots of attention.  She sur-

prised us all, winning two Supreme titles at two of my fairs.  We also received significant attention at the 

North East Youth Sheep Show.  Lily and I made our way to the top five junior showman in the very com-

petitive competition.  Here, standing in line with a Southdown, Hampshire, Oxford, and Katahdin, was 

the first time I recognized my potential with this breed. 

 

The summer of 2015 I had no expectations of doing better than the last.  That notion was blown 

out of the water, to say the least.  In short we came home with eight supreme titles on three different 

Finns.  I am still in awe of what strides my flock and I made in the show community this season gaining 

attention from my backyard county fair all the way to...believe it or not...The Big E!  All this success was 

extremely rewarding but one of the most considerable aspects was the image presented for Finns as a 

breed.  Showman and shepherds alike were shocked to see such quality in a breed they knew so little 

about.  Many judges were thrilled to see the breed exhibit the condition and quality my flock presented.  I 

had countless conversations, questions, and congratulations about the knowledge I brought to the public 

about this beautiful breed.   

 

Showing sheep is my one true vice, including the year round preparation in running my 

farm.  While many of my peers are participating in sports and clubs, I always have my full focus on my 

livestock.  Much like the thrill in winning the spelling bee or a track star getting their “runner’s high”, I 

live for the feeling of my first steps back in the ring.  Words will never do it full justice; the tingling from 

your fingertips to your toes, the calculated rhythm of your footsteps, and the poker face staring contest 

with the judge.  It’s my designated moment to present a year’s worth of work in just a few minutes.  No 

matter what place my team of two slides into, it is the result of a tremendous amount of dedication.  And 

on the occasion of being chosen for the judges congratulatory handshake, I can feel my being 

glow.  Raising showstock is the most fulfilling and rewarding life I know.  In my two and half years of 

developing a flock of Finns, I have made myself proud and honored to present my livestock and the Finn 

breed as what they truly are - a uniquely gorgeous animal. 
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FINNSHEEP AND THE SHOW RING  

         by Naomi Smith and Mary O’Malley 

    The average person attending a sheep show at the local county or state fair is often amazed at the number 

of different breeds of sheep that exist and the attributes by which the sheep are judged.  A sheep will be 

classed according to breed, purpose and age. Wooled sheep are further classified according to length of sta-

ple and color.  When sheep are judged, the different attributes which make up the breed standard are as-

signed points.  Where do Finnsheep fit in?   

   As noted on the FBA website, the Finnsheep “standard is designed to preserve and enhance the inherent 

good qualities of the Finnsheep breed.  No restrictions on registrations are involved since we have no mech-

anism for inspection of flocks.  The standard, however, can help us move in a more uniform direction as the 

breed develops.   

   Points have not been assigned to the different sections, as many other breed associations do, primarily 

because Finnsheep are not shown or judged solely on their physical characteristics.  Sixty to seventy per-

cent of the standard’s significance is in the section titled “Reproductive Characteristics.” 

   To clarify, Finnsheep were imported into the United States with the intention of boosting the sheep indus-

try.  The Finn ewe’s excellent maternal characteristics and the routine delivery of multiple lambs, as well as 

the early sexual maturity of both rams and ewes made them ideal candidates to increase the numbers of 

sheep born in the U.S.  These attributes, which are such an important part of the breed standard, could not be 

judged in a show ring.   In addition, there has been some concern, based on observations of other breeds tra-

ditionally on the show circuit that the quest for the blue ribbon could lead shepherds to introduce another 

breed of sheep into their flock in hopes of capturing certain characteristics.   

 Never the less, the FBA applauds the efforts of those who bring their sheep to the show ring! Showing 

sheep is a terrific way to inform others, both fellow shepherds and the general public about this unique herit-

age breed.  Sheep are often shown in county and state fairs, by 4-H youth as well as breeders.  Consignment 

shows and sales are another venue where sheep are shown and need to look their best!    With that in mind, 

we offer these tips for preparing a Finnsheep for the show ring.   

Determine which sheep you are bringing to the show.  Is your child entering sheep through 4-H in the coun-

ty fair or are you entering sheep in a consigned sale?  Look at the fair booklet for any requirements, like 

health and registration papers, of which you should be aware.    

Teach your sheep to walk on halter! Food can be the incentive.  When you first put a sheep on halter (simple 

rope halters work best), they will hate it.  They will throw themselves on the ground to tell you they can’t 

stand it!   They’ll get over it.  At first the sheep might try to run one way and then another, perhaps fighting 

the new sensation of the halter.  Hold the halter and follow their lead.  They will settle down.  Reward them 

with a little grain from your hand.  You can tie them up to the fence, (just tie the halter so you can untie it 

quickly if need be).    4-H youth working with their market lambs (often Suffolk or Hampshire sheep) have 

learned some tricks that everyone can benefit from.  For example, if possible, house the sheep in the barn at 

night and lead them to an outdoor pen in the morning.   When the sheep are fed in the outdoor pen, they 

quickly learn that a walk on halter means a walk to tasty grain 
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  FINNSHEEP AND THE SHOW RING , continued 

Depending on the length of the fleece, you might shear your sheep 

about 2 months before the show.  For a yearling, this will allow 

growth of about an inch of fleece, enough for a prospective buyer to 

assess the quality, luster and crimp of the wool.  If you are showing 

lambs this step may not be necessary at all.  However, you may want 

to shear any belly wool for a cleaner, neater appearance.   

It is not necessary to wash your sheep; as a matter of fact using soap 

takes the lanolin out, so it is not a good idea.   Ideally, rain from a 

summer shower will rinse your sheep’s fleece clean, however, if the 

sheep is really dirty and no rain is in sight, you might rinse the fleece 

with plain water. Do this several days before the show so the fleece 

has plenty of time to dry.   You may want to use a little gentle soap 

and water on the legs and ears of the sheep close to show time.  

While you’re at it, clean the ear tag so the numbers are visible.   

Separating your show or sale sheep from the rest of the flock, perhaps 

in a small paddock, makes it is easier for you to keep your sheep 

clean and for you to recognize if any unexpected problems arise.  

This is where show sheep get the reputation for being “royalty” as 

opposed to the rest of the flock (the minions).  Fed special, housed special, taught to walk on halter! Honest-

ly! BUT,  this extra effort allows your Finnsheep to show their finest attributes to their advantage.     

Don’t neglect hoof care.  Trim the hooves at least two weeks prior to the show so if you nick a hoof there is 

time to recover.   You want your sheep to walk well in the ring. No limping! 

Make a list of items that will help you and your sheep be comfortable at the fair or festival.  For example, 

your will need hay, feed, water buckets, health care supplies, halters and the appropriate papers.  If you have 

never been to a particular show or sale before, ask someone who has and ask them what they like to bring.  

Consider how you will transport yourself and your sheep.  Arrive at your destination with plenty of time to 

set up and make yourselves comfortable.   

Finally, it will be time to enter the ring. Remember the judge is  interested in looking at your sheep, not you, 

so keep the sheep between you and the judge as you walk.  Keep your eye on the judge so you can see where 

and how he wants you to move the sheep in the ring.    At this point all your earlier preparation: walking on 

halter, maintaining a clean fleece, etc. will pay off as you present a well-mannered,  healthy, clean Finn-

Naomi Smith and ewes preparing to   en-

ter the sale and show ring.                  

NYSWF,  Rhinebeck 2015 

Photo courtesy Stillmeadow Finnsheep 

Group Ads- Promoting the FBA and You!  by Mary O’Malley 

    The FBA plans to repeat the full page ads THE BANNER (June/July), THE SHEPHERD, (October) 
and SHEEP! (TBD) Magazines.  If you are interested in participating in these ads email me at                     
Maryfinnsheepbreeder@yahoo.com , write me at 1600 Ednor Road, Silver Spring, MD 20905 or, you might 
even call me at  301-421-9520.  You must have a current membership to participate.  Coordinating these ads 
is a bit of a challenge.  This is a volunteer position squeezed in to my other life activities.  Email is the easi-
est way for me to reach people, but I don’t want anyone to be left out.  It would not, however,  be realistic 
for me to call every  member to ascertain your interest in an ad.     SO if you would like to participate in 
these ads, let me know!!!   

mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
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Finnsheep Breeders Association Directory 

Join this list for $30 per year, your listing will  appear on the website        

    and in the Short Tales Directory 

 
Arkansas 

Kelly Otting                                                        
Ponker Farm                                                       
346 W. Firetower Road                                   
Hardy, AR  72542                                             
309-642-7330                                                            
kelli.otting@gmail.com                                       
small flock of purebred Finnsheep     

California 

Shawna & Nels Bloom 
Beau Peeps Sheep 
PO Box 337 
Homeland, CA 92548  
(951) 928-6247  
shawnamariebloom@icloud.com  
beaupeepsbabydolls.com                                           
Flock prefix: BPS   Breeders of regis-
tered Finnsheep. Lambs available for 
sale. Breeding stock. Wool sales  

Leonard and Carol Gray                                 
Gray Farm                                                  
31475 Apache Road                                            
Coarsegold, CA 93614                                                
559-641-2482                                                                             
theclgrayfarm@gmail.com            

Tamera Myers,                                               
Medley Farm & Kennel                                                                      
13470 Alabama Road Galt, CA 95632                                
209.748.5046                                                              
medleyrn@yahoo.com         
www.MedleyFarm.com                                                                    
Flock Prefix: Medley                                      
Purebred Finnsheep as well as cross-
bred Finnsheep (Wensleydale); Pure-
bred registered adult animals as well 
as lambs,  fleeces, pelts and fiber pets.  
White, Black, Brown, Gray, Fawn, Piebald 

Connecticut                                                                   
Chris and Beth Fallon                                   
Barefoot Farm                                                    
459 Sawmill Hill Rd                                                
Sterling, CT 06377                                                          
860-774-5331                                                                     
mrsbfallon@yahoo.com        

Connecticut, cont. 

Amy Couture 
39 Deer Lane 
Morris, CT 06763  
(860) 361-6495  
janice1966@optonline.net  
FinnishFirstFarm.weebly.com                             
Small flock of high quality, purebred Finns 
raised on a small farm in the hills of            
Litchfield County. 

Illinois           

Bryan & Elizabeth Pullen                            
Walnut Springs Farm                                      
11111 W. Park School Road                                              
Princeville, IL 61559                                              
309.385.4637                                                                              
walnutspringsfamilyfarm@gmail.com                    
www.pullenfarms.com                                                         
Healthy rotational grazed registered Finn-
sheep, Cotswald, Finn-Shetland & Com-
mercial 

Indiana                                                                 

Alan &Christina Huffman                                       
Huffman Sheep Farm 
5339 West US Hwy 36 
Greencastle, IN 46135  
(765) 721-7291  
alanhuffman@sbcglobal.net                                  
Purebred, Registered Finnsheep for sale.     

Iowa 
Dale Amendt                                                  
6815 Waterman Blvd.                                  
Sutherland, IA 51058                   
712.446.3489                                                             
Purebred Finnsheep, Crossbred Finnsheep 
(Finn x Suffolk   and Finn x Corridale)  

 Marvin Blair, BBG Sheep                                   
3402 Fletcher Avenue                                              
Lake City, IA 51449                                    
712.464.8153                                                
Purebred Finnsheep and Crossbred Finn-
sheep  

Iowa , cont.                                        

Clark BreDahl,                                       
Mormon Trail Farm                                     
1911 290th Street                                       
Greenfield, IA 50849                  
641.745.2323 
bredahl.mtfarms@gmail.com                                    
Purebred White Finnheep& Cross-
bred Finn-sheep Finn x Dorset x Ile 
de France) Foot rot          
  
Maine        
Melanie Lainey                                                         
Summitview Farm                                                             
907 Island Falls Road                                                 
Sherman, ME 04776                                           
207.365.4071 
summitview@pioneerwireless.net 
 
 Kathleen & Ben Stern,                              
Sweet Clover Farm                                         
248 Belgrade Road                                   
Mt. Vernon, ME 04352 207.293.2615                     
sweetcloverfarm@roadrunner.com 
www.sweetcloverfarm.weebly.com                                                      

Purebred Finnsheep and crossbred,           

(Finn x Romney, Finn x Columbia)      
Breeding stock and quality wool , 
Raw fleeces and spinning batts  

 Maryland                                               
Mary & John O’Malley                    
Honeysuckle Farm                                     
1600 Ednor Road                                          
Silver Spring, MD 20905                      
301.421.9520                                           
johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com   
MaryFinnsheepbreeder@yahoo.com                

 Minnesota                               
Heidi Quist, Prairie                                        
Willow Farm 
31015 Olinda Trail 
Lindstrom, MN  55045 
651,238.5370 
prairiewillowsfarm@gmail.com 
www.prairiewillowsfarm.com 

Flock ID:  MN 0538 
Registered Finnsheep and Finn x 
Gotland cross.  Specializing in 
quality fleece for spinning, weav-
ing and felting.  Breeding stock  

mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:shawnamariebloom@icloud.com
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:Virginia%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Bridget%20Brown
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:janice1966@optonline.net
http://finnishfirstfarm.weebly.com/
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:alanhuffman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:summitview@pioneerwireless.net
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:prariewillowsfarm@gmail.com
http://www.prariewillowsfarm.blogspot.com
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 Minnesota , cont. 

Tim Reese,                                             
Gale Woods Farm Park                                            
7210 County Road 110 West                       
Minnetrista, MN 55364 463.694.2002 
treese@threeriversparkdistrict.org                 

www.galewoodsfarm.org                             
Flock Prefix: TRP Flock ID: MN43                                
SFCP Enrolled status since 2005 Pure-
bred Finnsheep, Crossbred Corriedale 
and Icelandic. Gale Woods is an educa-
tional farm. Products include wool, 
yarn, Pasture raised lamb, beef, poultry 
hogs and a vegetable CSA  

 
Missouri 
 
DONNA & ROBERT PUTNAM 
SPINNING SHEEP FIBER FARM 
350 SW 1501 RD 
HOLDEN, MO 64040  
(816) 694-6801  
dputnam.fiber.art@gmail.com                                    
Purebred Finnsheep 
We raise purebred Finnsheep, and offer 
wool, lambs, and fine wool products. 
Finnsheep colors include badger and 
black HST 

Stormy Thomas                                                     
Stormy Brooke Fiber Farm                  
13542 Flora Drive                                             
Browning, MO 64630                      
660.349.5067           
bct352@mail.missouri.edu                                           
Purebred Finnsheep; Finn x South-
down/babydoll   High quality black, 
brown, white, piebald, and badger 

 
 New Jersey  
Eunice Bench,                                                            
Seven Springs 
105 Lilac Drive 
Annandale, NJ  08801 
908.730.7189 
sevensprings7@hotmail.com 
 
New Hampshire 

Kathy M . Bugbee                                          
Tailwinds Farm                                                      
45 Collins Road                                               
Warner, NH  03278                                           
603-456-3196                                                       
tailwinds@tds.net                                      
Flock Prefix: tailwinds;   Registered                
purebred  Finnsheep, white and colored                                  

New Hampshire 

Colleen O’Connors                                      
233 Dublin Road                                              
Harrisville, NH 03450                                      
603-554-7098                                  
cjo59@verizon.net  
www.okacres.net                                               
small flock (11 ewes, 3 rams) with great 
genetics (2 RR ewes & many QRs);             
various colors, great wool, friendly                  

 New Mexico 

ALLEN QUINN 
609 Broadway Blvd NE                                        
Albquerque, NM 87102  
(772) 341-7441  
allen@happymelodyfarms.com                        
Breeder of Registered Finnsheep. Lambs, 
Rams, & Ewes for Sale.  Largest Regis-
tered flock in the Southwest.  

  New York                                                  
Amy Cook                                                 
Sweetland Hill Finnsheep                               
64 Sweetland Hill Road                                             
Chenango Forks, NY 13746                   
607.656.8626   
amy@sweetlandhillfinnsheep.com                           
www.sweetlandhillfinnsheep.com                                                        
Purebred Finnsheep & Finn/North Coun-
try Cheviot crosses. Purebred Finnsheep 
in black, white and  badgerface. Fleec-
es,hand dyed wool & rovings for felting 
and spinning                                                  

Teresa Fallon & Andy Nagerl 
Ironwood Hill Farm                                        
PO Box 404 
Newark Valley, NY  13811 
607.237.1788 or 607/972/1885 
ironwoodhillfarm@gmail.com 
www.ironwoodhillfarm.com   
Flock ID:  NY111226 Specializing in 
Purebred Finnsheep starter flocks.  OPP 
Negative, disease free, and bio-secure 
flock; Scrapie Resistant R genes 
 
Lisa Konnerth & Steffen Peabody                                             

Bay Haven Short Tails                                   
80 Bay Rd Brookhaven, NY 11719                  
631-776-0279                                                   
bayhavenshorttails@hotmail.com 
www.bayhavenshorttails.com                              
We are a small fiber farm located on the 
south shore of Long Island. We raise  
Finnsheep and Angora rabbits 

 
Elizabeth H. Kinne Gossner               
Stillmeadow Finnsheep                                       
5883 Randall Hill Road                                                
DeRuyter, NY 13052                                           
stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.com 
www.stillmeadowfinnsheep.com               
Flock# NY69-SFCP                                      
Certified Scrapie Free 2012                         
Biosecure Closed Purebred Finnsheep 
Flock, OPP Negative. Bred for Maternalism 
and Fleece since 1994, white and colors.  
 
Charles Oakley,                                            
Campbell Spur Farm 
PO Box 373   186 Campbell Spur Rd.            
Delhi, NY  13753                                                  
607.746.3345                                
coxfarmer@yahoo.com    
www.facebook.com/Sheep-Joy                         
Flock ID:  MY12248                                     
Purebred Registered Finnsheep; white and 
colored.  Lambs available beginning in July.  
Meat and starter flocks  

Richard Parsons, Jr. DVM & Marla 
Burnt Mill Farm 
174 Burnt Mill  Road 
Churchville, NY  14428 
585.739.1460 
marla@burntmillfarm.com  
www.burntmillfarm.com 
www.facebook.com/Burntmillfarm   
Flock ID:  111371 
Purebred Finnsheep, breeding stock, meat, 
wool and hides.  Based upon God’s design; 
sustainable family farm.  Pasture raised 
chickens, brown eggs, vegetables and hand-
made soaps.  
 
Mary & Herb Tucker                                
Lighthouse Farm                                                   
PO Box 85                                                        
West Clarksville, NY 14786 585.928.1721                
maire8797@yahoo.com 
www.lighthousesheepfarm.com                   
Export Flock: NY 103     Purebred Finnsheep 
& Finn x Dorset x Ile de France. Healthy, 
wide genetic flock, White or Natural col-
ored; Scrapie resistant R genes in Accelerat-
ed Lambing Plan. Records since 2005.  

Sheila Warden,                                                    
Sawyer Creek Farm 
80 California Rd 
Gouveneur, NY  13642 
315.286.1606 .or 315.287.0437 
sawyerfm@northnet.org 
www.facebook.com/SawyerCreekFarm 
Scrapie Flock ID: NY119—                       
Flock Prefix: SawyerCreek.     Purebred 
Finnsheep originating from Stillmeadow 
Finnsheep. Friendly and prolific breed. Reg-
istered breeding stock, fleeces, pelts, yarn 
and meat. Also naturally raised beef, pork, 
chicken and turkey.  

mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:dputnam.fiber.art@gmail.com
mailto:Amy%20Couture
mailto:sevensprings7@hotmail.com
mailto:cjo59@verizon.net
http://www.okacres.net/
mailto:allen@happymelodyfarms.com
mailto:amy@sweetlandhillfinnsheep.com
mailto:Virginia%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Bridget%20Brown
mailto:ironwoodhillfarm@gmail.com
http://www.ironwoodhillfarm.com
mailto:Virginia%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Bridget%20Brown
mailto:Virginia%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Bridget%20Brown
mailto:Virginia%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Bridget%20Brown
mailto:Virginia%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Bridget%20Brown
mailto:coxfarmer@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/Sheep-Joy
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
http://www.burntmillfarm.com
http://www.facebook.com/Burntmillfarm
mailto:Virginia%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Bridget%20Brown
mailto:Virginia%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Bridget%20Brown
mailto:saawyerfm@northnet.org
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
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New York, continued 

CaraLeigh Wilson,                                            
Point of View Farm                                                     
PO Box 535                                               
Bangall, NY 12506                              
845.868.4140                                                
finnsheep@me.com 
www.pointofviewfarm.net                         
SFCP Flock ID: NY 120 Purebred Finnsheep 
raised naturally on pasture, organic grains, 
minerals and herbs. Biosecure farm offering 
healthy breeding stock including white, brown, 
fawn, black, and gray lambs. Entire flock test-
ed for negative OPP status annually, Flock 
goals are wide genetic variety, conformation, 
maternal traits, parasite resistance and high 
quality wool. Chemical free coated hand spin-
ning fleeces, roving and yarn in all colors.  

North Dakota    

 Paul Mahin 
Apple Haven Ranch 
3960 41 S Ave SE 
Tappen, ND 58487  
(701) 471-4992  
plazytm@hotmail.com                             
Flock prefix: AHR 
Purebred rams available from quadruplet 
and quintuplet ewes and quintuplet ram 

Ohio  

Gayle Workman 
Meadowlark Farm 
20090 Fred-Amity Rd 
Mount Vernon, OH 43050  
(954) 290-0737  
gworkman@barry.edu                                   
Breeding Finnsheep and Finn x Dorset 
crosses for health, conformation,     beau-
tiful fleeces, and maternal  abilities.                                                        
Discounts for fiber pets available 

Deborah Kirsch                                                    
The Meadow’s Gate 
100 Hazel Drive 
Northfield, OH 44067  
(607) 590-1605  
kirschda54@gmail.com                                                                            
Scrapie Flock ID: NY 116 
Purebred Finnsheep from well respect-
ed,bloodlines. Dedicated to optimizing 
hallmark breed traits while maintaining 
breed purity. CERTIFIED SCRAPIE 
FREE September 2012.          

Ohio, continued                                    
Hannah Smitts                                                   
Hannah’s Happy Finnsheep                        
3706 Bass Road                                               
Williamsburg, OH  45176                                                        

513) 724-2679  
info@hannahshappyfinnsheep.com  
hannahshappyfinnsheep.com                             
Purebred Finnsheep. 
Info@hannahshappyfinnsheep.com 

Pennsylvania      

Fair Winds Farm                                                   
Jan and Dale Hamby                                                      
2 Fair Winds Lane                                          
Quarryville, PA  17566                                                      
717-239-9215                                                          
info@fairwindsfarmpa.com                                                 
http://fairwindsfarmpa.com 

Blake Malkamaki 
21092 N Norrisville Rd 
Conneavtville, PA 16406  
(814) 587-2256  
blake@little-mountain.com                                         
Purebred Finnsheep 
Small farm located in Crawford 
County in Northwestern Pennsylva-
nia, between Erie and Meadville. 
Sweet personalities, beautiful wool, 
texture & colors 

Tennessee 

Megan Pennington                                         
Circle M Farm                                                       
204 Straight Ford Road                                          
Huntsville, TN 37756                                          
423.539.8634                                                               
megan@circlemfinnsheep.com                                  
www.circlemfinnsheep.com                      
Purebred Finnsheep 
Breeding stock, fiber pets, freezer 
lambs, raw fleeces, roving. Find us on 
Facebook and Etsy through our website 
above.          

 Vermont                                                     
Siri Swanson 
Dancing Moon Farm 
15 Sanford Rd 
Orwell, VT 05760  
(802) 948-2867  
dancingmoonvt@gmail.com  
www.facebook.com/dancingmoonfarm 

Purebred registered Finnsheep and Finn 
crosses in white and colors. Purebred 
registered Cheviots and market lambs.  
Show and breeding stock.                                                                

Virginia                                                                         
Abbey Grobe 
FROG'S BREATH FARM 
4751 Glenfinnian Drive 
Richmond, VA 23231  
(617) 930-2500  
abbeygrobe@gmail.com  
facebook.com/frogsbreathfarm                               
Purebred registerable Finnsheep - lambs, 
fleeces available. Bred for great personali-
ties, lovely curl & crimp wool and healthy 
animals.               

Douglas & Dorothy Rogers 
West End 
677 Crosshills Rd. 
Heathsville, VA 22473  
(804) 580-4151  
dorothyrogers@mac.com  
facebook.com/westendsheep  

Naomi Smith                                              
House Mountain Finnsheep                            
1765 Jacktown Road                                           
Lexington, VA  24450                     
540.463.6062                                                         
Flock ID:  VA 17                                             
Breeding traditional white registered                 
Finnsheep since 1985 

William R Stewart                                          
Skyemoor Farm 
40101 Highland View Lane 
Paeonian Springs, VA  20129 
540.882.4872 
willstewart@rstarmail.com 
www.skyemoorfarm.com  
Purebred Registered Finnsheep and Finn x 
North Country Cheviot, Finn x Romney.  
Breeding stock.   Variety of colors and pat-
terns. Scrapie resistant R gene at codon 171 

Linda D. Witt 
PO BOX 133 
Amissville,  VA 20106  
(800) 796-7746  
info@mistymoutainfarm.com  
www.mistymountainfarm.com 

SFP Flock #: VA26 
Purebred Finnsheep. White and natural 
colored Finnsheep. Marema sheepdogs. 
Spinning and weaving equipment and 
supplies. Skirted fleeces, roving, batts 
and dyed locks 

mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:plazytm@hotmail.com
mailto:gworkman@barry.edu
mailto:kirschda54@gmail.com
mailto:info@hannahshappyfinnsheep.com
http://hannahshappyfinnsheep.com/
mailto:info@fairwindsfarmpa.com
http://fairwindsfarmpa.com/
mailto:blake@little-mountain.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/assets
mailto:dancingmoonvt@gmail.com
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:abbeygrobe@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/frogsbreathfarm
mailto:dorothyrogers@mac.com
http://facebook.com/westendsheep
mailto:willstewart@rstarmail.com
http://www.skyemoorfarm.com
mailto:info@mistymoutainfarm.com
http://www.mistymountainfarm.com/
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West Virginia 
 
Becky Crabtree                                      
Brigadoon Farm                                          
Rte 2. Box 22                                                  
Lindside, WV 24951                                        
(304) 753-3588    
queenofthegym@hotmail.com 
Breeding purebred Finnsheep and Faint-
ing Goats. Specializing in spoiling sheep, 
goats and grandchildren  
 

Washington     

Anne-Marie Elkins 
Muddy Pig Ranch 
110 West 6th Ave #318 
Ellensburg, WA 98926  
(425) 444-6051  
muddyPigRanch@gmail.com  
www.facebook.com/muddypig.ranch 

Flock prefix: MPR 
Purebred breeding stock. East coast 
bloodlines. Some QR. Badger, white, 
black, and brown. Beautiful fleeces                
available. 

Washington , cont.                                      
 
Dan and Leanne Hughes 
Triple L Finnsheep 
89202 N. Harrington Road 
West Richland, WA  99353 
509.539.6745 
danlea23@msn.com 
www.triplelfinnsheep.com  
Flock ID:  WA 2252 
Scrapie Flock ID: WA2252; SFCP - 
certified. 
Purebred Finnsheep. 
Breeder since 1982, focus on size, 
productivity, milk, fleece. QR ani-
mals available. White, brown, 
black, pied, gray, badger colors.  

                                                                               

There is space to enter Your              
personal farm Directory listing 

The Breeder Directory Listing of 
$30  includes listings on the           
FBA website directory and in 

SHORT TALES  

Washington, cont 
 
Debra Perry                                                   
Dancing Waters Farm 
4925 163rd Ln SW 
Rochester, WA  98579-9472 
360.273.9917 
mountaintrailwalker@yahoo.com                                               
Breeding with an eye for Form,               
Fiber, Function and Temperament.   

Emily Tzeng 
8997 NE Day Rd 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110  
(443) 350-7207  
emtzeng@gmail.com  
localcolorfiberstudio.com                                          
Breeding for the small farmstead, 
with a focus on fiber and good                
temperament 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR CONTACT LIST           

 President: 
Mary O’Malley (2018, 2nd Term) 
1600 Ednor Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20905 
301-421-9520 
johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com                                                                             
MaryFinnsheepbreeder@yahoo.com 

Director: 
Brian Magee (2016, 2nd Term) 
1184 Harford Slaterville Rd 
Dryden, NY 13053-9739 
607-844-9711 

Director:                                                                                                                              
Joanna Porter    (2018, 1st term)                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Cabriole Farm 
360 Loud Rd 
Plymouth, ME 04969  
(207) 299-4072  

Director and Treasurer: 
Grant Blackburn (Appointed) 
117 Gravel Lane 
Lexington, VA 24450 

540-461-2054 

global2000_us@yahoo.com 

 

 

Vice President:  temporarily vacant                                                         
YOUR name could be HERE!!! 

Director: 
Deborah Kirsch (2017, 2nd Term) 
100 Hazel Drive 
Northfield, OH 44067  
(607) 590-1605  
kirschda54@gmail.com                                                                                     

 Director:                                                                                                 
Terri Godfrey (2017, 1st term)                                                                
10915  Main Road                                                                                      
Berlin Heights, Oh 44814                                                                                  
419-554-1069                                                                                                             
terrie@eldoradofinns.com 

Director:                                                                                                                      
Naomi Smith ( 2016, named to fill out term)                                  
1765 Jacktown Rd                                                                                 
Lexington, VA  24450                                                                                                   
540-463-6062   (no email) 

Secretary: 
Mary Tucker                                                                                       
P.O. Box 85 
West Clarksville, NY 14786                                                                       
585-928-1721                                                                                                                        
FBAsecretary@finnsheep.org  

mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:muddyPigRanch@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/muddypig.ranch
mailto:danlea23@msn.com
http://www.triplelfinnsheep.com
mailto:mountaintrailwalker@yahoo.com
mailto:emtzeng@gmail.com
http://localcolorfiberstudio.com/
mailto:johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:global2000_us@yahoo.com
mailto:kirschda54@gmail.com
mailto:Cheryl%20Sugar,%20Byron,%20%20MI
mailto:dputnam.fiber.art@gmail.com
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Ethnic Holiday Calendar                                                                                                            
Ethnic holidays factor significantly in the demand for sheep meat.  The type (size, sex and condition ) of 

lamb desired by particular people at particular holidays varies, however many Finn producers find that 

their Finns and Finn crosses are desired especially at the Muslim holidays.   This table gives the dates of 

various ethnic holidays for the next three years.    

 

Holiday 2016 2017 2018 

Eid ul-Adha                                 

Festival of the Sacrifice 

Sept 11-14 Sept 1-4 Aug 22-25 

Muharramm/Hajra                        

Islamic New  Year 

Oct 2 Sept 21-22 Sept 12 

Mawlid al-Nabi              

Prophet’s birthday 

Dec 14 Dec 1 Nov 21 

Start of Ramadan            

Month of fasting 

June 6 May 27 May 16 

Eid ul-Fitr                              

Festival of fast breaking 

July 7-9 Jun 26-28 June 15-16 

Pesch (Passover) Apr 23-30 Apr 11-18 Mar 31– Apr 7 

Rosh Hashanah Oct 3-4 Sept 21-22 Sept 10-11 

Chanukkah Dec 25-Jan 1 Dec 13-20 Dec 3-10 

Western (Roman) Easter  Mar 27 April 16  April 1 

Eastern Orthodox                   

Easter 

May 1 April 16 April 8 

Christmas Dec 25 Dec 25 Dec 25 

Chinese New Year Feb 8 Jan 28 Feb 16 
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Finnsheep Breeders Association                                                               

P.O. Box 85                                                                                             

West Clarksville, NY 14786 

FBA Registry Office                                                                             

   PO Box 231                                                                   
305 Lincoln                                                           

Wamego, KS  66547 

Phone:785-456-8500                                  

Fax: 785-456-8599  

Visit our website  

http://www.finnsheep.org 

 

FBA Secretarial Office 

     Mary Tucker, FBA Secretary 

P.O. Box 85 

         West Clarksville, NY 14786 

 585-928-1721  

       fbasecretary@finnsheep.org 

Finnsheep Breeders Association  

Finnsheep breeders are now found across many States producing purebred 

and crossbred Finnsheep. Breeders look to the Finnsheep Breeders Asso-

ciation, Inc. to provide record keeping of registrations and transfers of the 

breed. Since the 1971 inception of the Finnsheep Breeders Association, 

Inc. the organization has drawn on the expertise of leading research author-

ities to enhance the Finnsheep breed and provide leadership in promoting 

the Finnsheep qualities and characteristics.  

 

Mission Statement  

The American Finnsheep Breeders Association:  

*Provides a national pedigree breed recording system for Finnsheep                  

* Maintains the Finnsheep breed standard for the USA.   Promotes animal 

health within the breed and nationally                                                       

*Fosters and promotes the proliferation and marketing of Finnsheep within 

the national sheep industry and abroad                                                                            

mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org
mailto:fbasecretary@finnsheep.org

