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Chief  Shepherd’s Message  

Fellow Finnsheep Breeders Association Members: 

As your newly elected FBA President for 2013-14 I am hon-
ored and so excited to represent such a great group. 

I have a vision of the FBA being an open and available to 
all of our members. Our goal is one of encouraging mem-
bers to speak out and bring fresh ideas and new paths to 
continue to promote and nurture our Finnsheep. As a group 
we need to concentrate on a collective goal.. a single fo-
cus… to show the pure Finnsheep is a breed to be reck-
oned with.. a breed that supplies us with the best “next to 
your skin”  fiber, the sweetest, most succulent meat, the 
best mothering abilities in any flock, not to mention the 
lamb numbers to die for. Ok, so I exaggerate a little but we 
know it is true. 

Hard work through volunteerism will bring our breed to the 
forefront at many fiber festivals. We need exposure and we 
need the general membership to participate. Out of the box 
thinking in all aspects at these festivals will get our mes-
sage out better than any other means. Using innovative 
thinking we will take the fiber and meat communities to a 
new appreciation of our breed. 

At the end of this year, it is my dream and prayer that we 
will have transformed these possibilities and opportunities 
into stories of success and triumph. 

 Again, I am so proud and honored to be your Chief Shep-
herd. I am available to you at any time. I am only a phone 
call or email away.  

Fran Smith, FBA President 

217-495-0217  

ziptyacres@gmail.com 
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Page 3 FBA Annual Business Meeting - 10-18-2013 

 

Meeting began 8 PM (EST) in the Starr Library in Rhinebeck, NY (downstairs) via face-to-face with teleconference 

 

In Attendance:  Mary Tucker, Lisa Konnerth, Fran Smith, Naomi Smith, Deb Kirsch, Gail Von Bargen, Callie Welch, Kathryn Wojceicowski, Mary 

O”Malley, Kerry Mower, Mike Caskey, Elizabeth H. Kinne Gossner, and Leanne Hughes (13 members)  Guests:  Audrey Buchanan (with Fran 

Smith) and Marilyn Konnerth (with Lisa Konnerth) (2-non-voting) 

 

Secretary Report: 

 

Callie Welch, FBA Secretary, gave the FBA Secretary Report of October 2013.  See copy attached.   

 

Treasurer Report: 

 

Gail Von Bargen, FBA Vice President, read the FBA Treasurer’s report since Grant Blackburn was not in attendance. Treasurer Report is attached.   

 

Reading the Minutes of the 2012 AGM was waived.  Copy is in the Short Tale newsletter, Vol. 77 Fall issue located in the archives of the FBA 

website:  http://finnsheep.org  

 

Nominations to BOD: 

 

It was noted to all members that this year, two members Naomi Smith of House Mountain Finnsheep (VA) and Leanne Hughes of Triple L Finn-

sheep (WA) have two votes each as they registered 51-100 lambs in the previous calendar year.  The remaining members have one vote each as 

they registered 0–50 lambs in the previous calendar year. 

Brian Magee of NY, Fran Smith of Illinois, and Callie Welch of Michigan sent Bios into the Short Tale newsletter and placed before the FBA mem-

bership for consideration.  No other nominations were made from the floor of the meeting.  Vote was unanimous to accept all three to the FBA 

Board of Directors.  Terms are for three years each.  Two consecutive terms may be held.  Fran and Callie are beginning their first term and Brian 

is beginning his second term.  Their term will end at the 2016 FBA annual meeting. 

 

FBA Constitution Change Proposal: 

 

Kerry Mower asked for an over-view of the proposal and a discussion as to reason-purpose was begun.  Naomi felt that the wording should have 

been changed back to the original/previous (1971-2009 wording).  Mary T. noted that the wording change made in 2010 made a “closed class” 

causing it impossible to register a “cross-bred” for use with other associations. Elizabeth clarified the reason for the new wording change to include 

the other Finnsheep association registrations where animals do not have/hold FBA registrations.  After discussion it was called to Vote:  12 Yes, 2 

No.  Motion Accepted, the changes will be made to the FBA constitution accordingly. 

 

Website Changes: 

 

Gail Von Bargen updated the FBA membership about the changes to the website hosting, including the Online-Database (Online Pedigree) and the 

upcoming Interactive Forms with On-line Payment feature through PayPal.  Question was asked if there would be fee changes due to the use of 

PayPal.  Answer:  No, the cost of using PayPal will be offset by the lack of NSF checks.  NOTE:  For those who do not wish to use the on-line fea-

tures, hard copies may still be printed, filled out, and mailed to the registry office. 

The comments regarding the On-line database were that many tried it, liked it, and referred it to others to try.  Those that tried the new website  



demo also liked it.  All good responses.  Keep an eye open as the website will soon become available for members and the public. 

 

The new website with modernized features should be more efficient as it provides a faster turn-around time; and thus quicker to get information into 
the proper databases such as Breeder Listings.  A demo version is currently available to the Board for review and will be available to Beta test by 

members just as the Online Database was. 

 

2013 New Business: 

 

Open Floor for thoughts, concerns, ideas, suggestions of action: 

 

Fran  proposed that the FBA look into the association paying for a sale booth at fiber/sheep festivals to sell wares as a group as they educate the 
public about Finnsheep.  All who enter wares participate in time at the booth, and the income is split between them and the association.  She has 

participated in such and it worked.  Fran will research more. 

 

Mary O’Malley suggested distilling (gleaning) information from the archives that could be helpful to new buyers/breeders to form an Index.  Callie 
suggested adding information about Commercial production as she often gets calls regarding that aspect and does not have information regarding 

Commercial Finnsheep to refer to.   Idea was well heard. 

 

Kerry Mower, Hyer Wools of NM had a question and comment:  In the SW region where he lives it is really hard to locate Finnsheep and Finn 
breeders.  The number of lambs registered annually is low.  Commercial breeders are looking for purebred Finnsheep rams.  We need to increase 
production.  Can we pull back into the association Finnsheep breeders who have left, but still have Finnsheep?  How can he locate them?   Mary T. 
commented and wondered about the loss of members after just short time frame – something she noted during her tenure as President.  Kerry 
would like to be more involved.  He offered to contact such members and learn why they left the association in the hopes of bringing lost members 
back into the FBA, learning how to prevent member loss, and create sustainable growth.  Mary Tucker will help him with this project as she has the 

FBA Membership roster. 

 

2014 Annual Business Meeting: 

      

Should we have a face-to-face meeting with teleconference or teleconference only?  A combined meeting was the consensus.  So where to hold it?  
Several locations and ideas were listed…Michigan was eliminated as no hotel or close meeting place with space available was located by Callie in 
2013.  Other location ideas:  Wisconsin Fiber Festival in Jefferson, WI (we have held meeting there before), at the NAILE held annually November; 
in Louisville, KY (we have held meetings there before), Great Lakes Fiber Festival in Wooster, OH about 1 hr south of Cleveland ( both a fiber festi-

val and a sheep show & sale) is held Memorial Day weekend annually.   

 

Q:  Do members know of other locations that combine both fiber arts and sheep shows and sales?  No other response. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:22 PM EST 
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Remember! 

   

Annual dues and Breeders Directory fee are due by January 7th!  

  

Renewal form enclosed in this issue 

 

Send them now.  Avoid the holiday rush! 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Amy Couture (Jr. Member), Morris, CT 

Judith A. Ozmer, Mountain View Farm, Stites, ID 

Stefanie Wooster, Howell, MT 

 



FBA Secretary’s Report Oct. 18, 2013 

As the FBA Secretary in the past year (2013) the following tasks were completed: 

12 welcome packets were sent in response to requests from individuals. 

15 phone calls were received in regards to Finnsheep. 

8 phone calls were received from members with questions and concerns. 

The membership role was updated as new membership applications were received.  Currently there are 87 members 

included. 

New members were sent invitations to join the Finnsheep_Breeder’s Yahoo group. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Callie Welch, Secretary 

Page 5 

 

 

FINNSHEEP BREEDERS ASSOCIATION 

Balance Sheet 

As of October 15, 2013 

 

    Oct 15, 13  

    ASSETS 

        Current Assets 

            Checking/Savings 

                Cheque—BB&T              15,959.29 

                Petty Cash                      23.26 

            Total Checking/Savings                      15,982.55 
 

        Accounts Receivable 

            Accounts Receivable                    -33.74 

       Total Accounts Receivable       -33.74  
 

      Total Current Assets   15,948.81 

      Other Assets 

          Equipment        515.95 

         Franklin Templeton Fund    1,038.80  
 

      Total Other Assets     1,554.75  
 

    TOTAL ASSETS   17,503.56  
 

    LIABILITIES & EQUITY 

        Equity 

            Opening Bal Equity     3,543.42 

            Retained Earnings   13,147.12 

           Net Income         813.02  

      Total Equity    17,503.56  
 

    TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY  17, 503.56 
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OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
— OPP/CAE TEST-NEGATIVE PROGRAM — 

 

Sheep/Goat Producers May Now be Recognized for Test-Negative Status 

  
On January 14, 2013, the Ohio Department of Agriculture announced the establishment of a new dis-
ease program for Ohio’s sheep and goat producers. After successful participation in a three- or five-year 
test and monitoring program, enrolled producers can have their flocks/herds documented by the depart-
ment to have achieved test-negative status for Ovine Progressive Pneumonia (OPP) or Caprine Arthritis 
Encephalitis (CAE). 
 

Producers seeking to participate will need to enroll in the program through the department, and their 
flock veterinarian will submit annual samples to the AAVDL accredited Ohio Department of Agriculture’s 
Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory. Enrolled producers will then need to submit their test results to 
the department in order to receive an annual notice of flock/herd status. 
  

Once three consecutive annual tests have been submitted with all negative results, or once a five-year 
test and monitoring program has been completed with no positives detected, the flock or herd will receive 
Test-Negative Status for OPP or CAE. 
  

Producers interested in enrolling in the program should contact the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Di-
vision of Animal Health by calling (614) 728-6220  or by visiting their website at: 
 

http://www.agri.ohio.gov/Public_Docs/OPP_CAE%20-%20Ohio%20Voluntary%20program%2011-20-12.pdf 
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OPP Eradication Trial Underway in Minnesota  

FROM: Lewman John/Judy  
  
Minnesota's voluntary OPP/CAE Test & Control Pilot Project is breathing new life following a visit by USDA APHIS 
Veterinary Services' Eastern Regional Epidemiologist, Dr Charies Gaiser, who reviewed our program while in Min-
nesota for other business. On his recommendation our State Veterinarian, Dr Bill Hartmann, and USDA AVIC, Dr 
Michael Stine, agreed to continue supporting the pilot in spite of limiting changes to the voluntary Scrapie Flock 
Certification Program (SFCP) to which the program has been attached.  
 
Following further discussion the decision was made to continue the pilot as a stand-alone program, separate from 
SFCP. 
 
In light of this, we have added a small 3-year eradication trial. This is a collaborative effort of the Minnesota Lamb 
& Wool Producers Association (MLWP), the University of Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory and College 
of Veterinary Medicine, USDA APHIS Veterinary Services, and the Minnesota Board of Animal Health. 
 
Applications will be accepted through December 1, 2013 (14 applicants to date), after which 10-12 of the most 
heavily OPPV infected flocks will be selected for the trial. Applicants must be from Minnesota and a current MLWP 
member, or submit their membership when applying for the trial. More information at http://mn.gov/bah/diseases/
opp/index.html  
 
On a related note, we are interested in hearing from any producers with documented OPP test-negative 
flocks who may be able to provide rams of favorable OPP susceptibility genotypes, i.e. 1,1 (or better) 
TMEM154 diplotype. 
 
You may contact Judy Lewman, secretary of the OPP Concerned Breeders’ Society at:  lewman@frontier.com 

 

OPP Update—2013 

http://www.agri.ohio.gov/Public_Docs/OPP_CAE%20-%20Ohio%20Voluntary%20program%2011-20-12.pdf
http://mn.gov/bah/diseases/opp/index.html
http://mn.gov/bah/diseases/opp/index.html
mailto:lewman@frontier.com


The discovery of a gene associated with a persistent viral infection that causes an incurable disease—ovine progressive pneu-

monia (OPP)—in sheep has led to the development of a genetic test that can be used to help reduce the impact of the disease.   

A slow-acting, wasting disease, OPP affects millions of sheep worldwide and is one of the most costly diseases to producers in 

North America. Previous research revealed that 36 percent of sheep operations and 24 percent of sheep tested in the United 

States were infected with ovine progressive pneumonia virus (OPPV)—lentivirus strains that target the immune system and 

cause OPP.   

Once infected, sheep are infected for life.  Infected ewes are about 20 percent less productive, having fewer lambs and that 

also weigh less than lambs born to uninfected ewes. In addition to pneumonia, they show signs of wasting, lameness, and 

“hard bag” syndrome, in which udders become hard and contain barely any milk. Infected ewes are often culled—removed 

from the flock.  

Scientists at the Agricultural Research Service Roman L. Hruska U.S. Meat Animal Research Center  (USMARC) in Clay 

Center, Nebraska, along with their colleagues at the Animal Disease Research Unit in Pullman, Washington, and the U.S. 

Sheep Experiment Station near Dubois, Idaho, have found and verified that the gene—TMEM154— affects susceptibility to 

OPPV infection in sheep.  

A Journey to Discovery 

Research to find a genetic link began in the late 1990s, when scientists recognized that the rate of OPPV infection varied 

among breeds of sheep in the same flocks at USMARC.   

“In one breed, 80 percent of the animals were infected, whereas in another breed, 15 percent were infected,” says microbiolo-

gist Michael Heaton, who’s in USMARC’s Genetics, Breeding, and Animal Health Research Unit. “They were being raised 

together, but the proportion that got infected was different for each breed.”  

This finding suggested that breed made a difference and that genetics were a major factor in the susceptibility of sheep to 

OPPV, Heaton says. The team began studies of the USMARC flock, testing the sheep for candidate genes that could be in-

volved in infection.   

After 10 years of research, scientists were finally able to design a genome-wide study, thanks to the development of the Ovine 

SNP50 BeadChip by the International Sheep Genome Consortium. The researchers genotyped animals using blood samples 

collected over the years and discovered a gene, TMEM154, that influences OPPV infection. They also found several different 

forms, or “haplotypes,” of the gene. Although the function of this gene is still unknown, the three major forms—haplotypes 1, 

2, and 3—were found in 97 percent of the more than 8,000 sheep tested. 

Gene Type Matters 

“Sheep in the United States typically have some combination of these three major forms of the TMEM154 gene,” Heaton says. 

“Each animal will have two haplotypes—one inherited from its mother and one from its father.”   

Haplotypes 2 and 3 were strongly associated with OPPV infection and considered to be highly susceptible forms of 

TMEM154. Only one copy of either haplotype 2 or 3 was needed to increase the risk for OPPV infection. In contrast, ewes 

with two copies of haplotype 1 were significantly less likely to be infected.   

“Rams that have two copies of haplotypes 2 or 3 clearly carry the most risk,” Heaton says. “If you are selecting rams within 

your flock or buying new rams, you might want to avoid those. But our research indicates that rams with two copies of haplo-

type 1 seem to provide an advantage.”   

Although these results are promising, OPPV is highly adaptable and affects flocks differently, Heaton adds. It is uncertain 

whether selection for TMEM154 haplotype 1 will reduce the incidence of infection in all production envi- 

 

 

OPP Update—Viral Infection in Sheep Linked to Gene 
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-ronments. 

“We are now conducting research to learn more about these three most common forms of the gene—which ones are less sus-

ceptible, which ones are more susceptible, and if one form of the gene is dominant relative to other forms of the gene,” says 

USMARC geneticist Kreg Leymaster. 

Testing for Risks 

With these findings, scientists were able to develop a genotyping test in collaboration with GeneSeek, a Neogen Corporation 

Company based in Lincoln, Nebraska. The test, which is now available for commercial use, indicates which sheep have the 

highest genetic risk for becoming infected if exposed to the virus.   

 Diagnostic tests have been available for some time to determine  whether sheep are infected with OPPV, Leymaster says. 

“But they don’t tell us whether a sheep is more or less susceptible to the disease. What our test has done is add a genetic com-

ponent that previously wasn’t available.”   

For example, a producer can make a flock free of the disease by eliminating infected sheep, but that doesn’t mean  that the 

flock would be resistant to the disease if an infected animal were brought in, he adds.   

“Producers could  use the marker we’ve made available to make a flock genetically less susceptible to disease, and therefore, 

decrease the risk of animals becoming infected again over time,” Leymaster says.  The ultimate goal is to give producers tools 

that allow them to choose breeding stock that do not have genetic risk factors, he says, so they can reduce the prevalence of 

OPPV and eventually eradicate it from flocks.   

What’s critical is that producers understand the incidence of the disease in their flock, Leymaster says. Not all flocks are in-

fected. Producers can look at their own unique management system, take the information provided from this research, and de-

cide whether it fits into their system.  

Adverse production conditions like high animal density, indoor housing with poor ventilation, and moist climates may enhance 

virus transmission and overcome sheep genetic resistance, the scientists say.   

“We don’t want to oversell these findings, but at the same time, we want producers to consider how they might use this to their 

advantage,” Leymaster says. “We’re continuing our research and will be able to contribute additional information in the future. 

I’m optimistic that the industry will be able to successfully address this major disease problem.”—By Sandra Avant, ARS.   

This research is part of Animal Health, an ARS national program (#103) described at www.nps.ars.usda.gov.   

Michael Heaton and Kreg Leymaster are in the USDA-ARS Roman L. Hruska U.S. Meat Animal Research Center, State Spur 18D, Clay Center, NE 

68933; (402) 762-4362 [Heaton], (402) 762 4172 [Leymaster],  mike.heaton@ars.usda.gov, kreg.leymaster@ars.usda.gov.* 

Permission has been granted by Kreg Leymaster of USMARC to reprint this article for the Finnsheep Breeders’ Association newsletter.  This article 

was printed in Agricultural Research in May/June 2013. 
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Special Points of Interest: 

1)   Testing for OPP status (negative or positive) is NOT the same as testing for OPP Susceptibility/Resistance. 

2)   Testing for OPP haplotypes (variations of gene) determines OPP susceptibility or resistance factors. 

3) A lamb receives one copy of a haplotype from the dam and a second from the sire.   

 On test results; this is shown as:  1,1 (highly resistant) or 2,2  2,3 or  3,3 (most susceptible, highest risk) 

4)   OPP testing cost of $12.00 each at GeneSeek—a submission form is at the link below: 

 http://www.neogen.com/Agrigenomics/pdf/SubmissionForms/Ovine%20Submission%20Form.pdf 

5)   Additional cost to producer for flock vet visit and each blood draw are to be expected—prices may vary.  

6)   Using a ram with haplotype 1:1 (least risk) will spread a higher OPP Resistance throughout a producers flock. 

7)   This tool allows selection for breeding stock that do not have genetic risk factors for OPP virus.  

http://www.neogen.com/Agrigenomics/pdf/SubmissionForms/Ovine%20Submission%20Form.pdf
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Ethnic Market Calendar 

 Holiday     2013  2014  2015      2016 

 New Year's Day    1/1  1/1  1/1  1/1 

 Epiphany    1/6  1/6  1/6  1/6 

 Eidul-Adha Festival of Sacrifice  10/15  10/5  9/24  9/13 

 Muharramn – Islamic New Year  11/5  10/25  10/15  10/5 

 Mawlid al-Nabi – Prophet's Birthday 1/24  1/14  1/3   

 Western Roman Easter   3/31  4/20  4/15  3/27 

 Eastern Orthodox Easter  5/5  4/20  4/12  5/1 

 Cinco de Mayo    5/5  5/5  5/5  5/5 

 Independence Day   7/4  7/4  7/4  7/4 

 Start of Ramadan – Month of Fasting 7/9  6/29  6/18  6/7 

 Diwali     11/3  10/23  11/11  11/1 

 Eid ul-Fitr – Festival of Fast Breaking 8/8  7/29  7/18  7/7 

 Passover / Pesach   3/25 – 4/2 4/14 - 4/22 4/3 - 4/11 4/22-4/29 

 Rosh Hashanah    9/5  9/25  9/14  10/2 

 Navadurgara / Navratra Dashara / Dassai     

 Chanukkah    11/28 - 12/5 12/17 - 12/24 12/7 - 12/14     11/27-12/4 

 Christmas    12/25  12/25  12/25  12/25 

NOTE: Please check with your specific buyers about the accuracy of these dates, size, and the type of lamb or 
sheep they want.  It is important to know your particular buyer’s demands and at what weights they start to penalize 
or reject animals.  Plus asking your lamb buyer’s input will help you build your market more efficiently. 

 

Do you have any Lamb or Sheep recipes,  

stories, humor, items of interest, or 

upcoming events that you know of and are 

willing to share? 

 

Please contact:  

Mary Tucker, newsletter coordinator   

maire8797@yahoo.com 

585.928.1721 

 

Place your Finnsheep advertisement for 

 ewes, rams, lambs, fleece and fiber products, meat, dairy, 

 or other value added products in this space. 

 

Prices are reasonable, and circulation is growing. 

 

Please contact Mary Tucker, newsletter coordinator for  

advertising rates and copy arrangements at: 

maire8797@yahoo.com 



Internal Parasites—5 Point Check 

By Will Stewart, Skyemoor Farm 
 

If you have been diligently following standard deworming practices, you would be dosing all of your flock every 3 weeks or so when they are on 
pasture, and shifting them to a 'clean' pasture each time. Now, however, we find out that this is not the right thing to do afterall. Continual dosing of 
dewormers means that the susceptible worms are eradicated, but those that are resistant to the antilthelmintic continue living and passing their 
resistant genes on to their descendants. Over time, this means that the parasite population becomes predominantly resistant to that dewormer (and 
to some extent to dewormers of the same 'family'). The logical thing to do would seem to be switch dewormers and keep going. All that does is 
make one's parasite population resistant to another dewormer.  
 

Indeed, the practices that accelerate parasite drug resistance are numerous; 

 

 1)   Frequent deworming 

 2)  Underdosing 

 3)  Injecting dewormers 

 4)  Pouring on dewormers 

 5)  Feeding dewormers 

 6)  “Persistent activity” dewormers 

 7)  Putting dewormer in mouth 

 8)  Dosing on a full stomach 

 9)  Deworming when infection levels (in animal and on pasture) are low 

     10)  Putting treated animals on clean pasture 

    11)  Treating every animal 

   12)  Improper use and storage of dewormers 
 

Dewormers come in 3 main classes; 
 

Benzimidazoles: 

fenbendazole (FBZ; Panacur, Safegard) 

albendazole (ABZ; Valbazen) 

 

Avermectin / Milbemycins 

ivermectin (IVM; Ivomec) 

moxidectin (MOX; Cydectin) 

 

Imidazothiazoles / Tetrahydropyrimidines 

(Membrane depolarizers) 

 levamisole (LEV; Tramisole, Levasole, Prohibit) 

 morantel tartrate & pyrantel tartrate; Rumatel 

 

75% of Mid-Atlantic farms have parasite populations that are Ivomec-resistant, 45% are resistant to Cydectin, and 92% have populations that are 
resistant to Benzimidasole.  Clearly, there is a very serious problem here, because new dewormers will not be forthcoming soon, and when they 

do, they will be expensive. 

 

Organic approaches are being trialed, though little empirical information is available at present, but would make for an excellent follow-up article. 

 

Fortunately, new approaches have been developed. So while drug resistance may not be avoidable, we can take steps to keep dewormers  

Page 14 Heal th  In  Our  F locks  



In terna l  Paras i tes  cont .  Page 15 

effective as long as possible. 

 

Refugia is the concept of allowing more parasites to thrive that are not drug resistant, in order to dilute the gene pool. To implement this, one must 
practice Selective Treatment, only treating those animals who are clearly not sustaining nominal levels of health and vitality. One way to do this is 

via the Integrated Parasite Management (IPM) method, which requires you; 

 

Know the resistance status of the flock 

Every 2-3 years, perform a Fecal Egg Count Reduction Test to determine how resistant the parasite population is to a anthelmintic 

Manage pastures 

Use appropriate stocking rates 

Provide 'safe' pastures 

Mix 2 or more species of livestock on pasture (goats do not count in this case) 

Create more browsing forage 

Don't buy resistant worms 

Any new addition to the flock must be quarantined and aggressively dewormed with 3 different dewormers 

Perform FEC afterwards 

Dose properly 

Drench over the back of the tongue on an empty stomach dosing at the weight of the largest individual 

If using BZ, repeat dose in 12 hours 

 

On top of the above methods, Selective Treatment is then applied.  On of the most effective early selective treatment methods is the FAMACHA 
approach, which measures the color of a sheep’s lower eyelid with a color chart. Deep pink means a healthy sheep, and conversely, pale/white 
means a sheep has lost a considerable amount of blood to parasites. There are 5 colors to match with the deepest pinks meaning no treatment 
and the lightest colors indicating treatment needed. Records are kept to track the performance of individual sheep, with those requiring frequent 

treatments identified for cull. This works only in situations where the Barberpole worm is the predominant parasite. 

 

The 5 Point Check is an extension of the FAMACHA approach. The 5 points are; 

 

Eye Use of the FAMACHA method 

Back Condition score based on spine/rib protrusion, and muscle and fat levels 

Tail Condition score based upon the amount of soiling of the area around the tail 

Jaw Check for evidence and/or level of bottle jaw 

Coat/Fleece Does the animal show poor fleece development, lustre, or patchy loss? 

Other factors can include the scores of other sheep, fecal consistency, weight gain/loss, risk of reinfection, and patterns of prior scores of this 

sheep.  An overall score is calculated, which determines whether or not the animal is treated. 

 

This is but a brief overview of the 5 Point Check, so I will refer you to the following for more substantive detail; 

 

G.F. Bath, J.A. van Wyk, The Five Point Check for targeted selective treatment of internal parasites in small ruminants, 2009,  http://
www.smallruminantresearch.com/article/S0921-4488%2809%2900167-9/abstract 

 

Susan Schoenian, The 5 Point Check, 2013, http://www.slideshare.net/schoenian/the-five-point-check 

http://www.smallruminantresearch.com/article/S0921-4488%2809%2900167-9/abstract
http://www.smallruminantresearch.com/article/S0921-4488%2809%2900167-9/abstract
http://www.smallruminantresearch.com/article/S0921-4488%2809%2900167-9/abstract
http://www.smallruminantresearch.com/article/S0921-4488%2809%2900167-9/abstract
http://www.slideshare.net/schoenian/the-five-point-check


California  
 

Tamera Myers, Medley Farm & Kennel 

13470 Alabama Road 

Galt, CA  95632 

209.748.5046 

medleyrn@yahoo.com 

www.MedleyFarm.com 

Flock Prefix:  Medley 

White, Black, Brown, Gray, Fawn, Piebald 

Purebred, Registered Stock.  Fleeces available 

Breeding stock & pets 
 

Colorado 
 

Rebecca A. Colman, Beck’s Place 

205 Walker Lane 

Canon City, CO  81212 

719.269.8950 

ridermom@gmail.com 

Registered Finnsheep in the central Colorado 

mountains.  Call for availability of livestock or 

wool for sale. 

 

Connecticut 
 

Rhonda Jaacks, Harlequin Farm 

132 White Hollow Road 

Lakeville, CT  06039 

860.435.9865 

rjaacks@att.net 

HarlequinFarm.blogspot.com 

Flock Prefix:  Harlequin 
 

Illinois 
 

Cheryl Medlin & Frank Moore, Wolf Moon 

10304 Julie lane 

Lebanon, IL 

618.623.2628 

cherylmedlin@sbcglobal.net 

Purebred Finns 

 

Bryan & Elizabeth Pullen, Walnut Springs Farm 

11111 W. Park School Road 

Princeville, IL  61559 

309.385.4637 

walnutspringsfarm@hughes.net 

www.pullenfarms.com 

Healthy rotational grazed registered Finn 

sheep, Cotswald, Finn-Shetland & Commercial 

Merino cross.  Breeding stock, lambs, beautiful 
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fleeces & rovings available. 

Illinois, cont. 
 

Fran Smith, Zip Ty Acres 

7588 E. State Route 9 

Rankin, IL  60960 

217.375.4311 

ziptyacres@gmail.com 

www.Ziptyacres.com 

Flock Prefix:  Zip Ty Acres 

Purebred Registered Finnsheep, Finn-

Southdown/Tunis cross, Angora goats, Pygora 

goats, & Angora rabbits.  Breeding stock, 

fleeces, hand dyed wool & rovings.  ($2.00 fee) 
 

Indiana 
 

Pamela K. Hoover, Rooster’s Run Farm 

5197 SW Washington School Road 

812.896.1223 

pam.hoover@rrfiberfarm.com 

www.rrfiberfarm.com 

Purebred Finnsheep, Finn-Shetland 

Enrolled Status:  Mandatory Scrapie Program 

since 2002  Flock ID:  IN 88035 

The Rooster’s Run store selling yarn, rovings, 

fleeces plus other wool products as well as 

Kromski spinning wheels and Howard Brush 

carders.  We also offer registered Angora goats. 

 

Gerald & Paula Perron, J & P Heritage Farm 

6305 Bittersweet Road 

Spencer, IN  47460 

812.935.7424 

jerryperron@q.com 

Purebred Finnsheep, Crossbred Finnsheep 

(Finn/Gotland and  Finn/Shetland) 
 

Iowa 
 

Dale Amendt 

6815 Waterman Blvd. 

Sutherland, IA  51058 

712.446.3489 

Purebred Finnsheep, Crossbred Finnsheep  

(Finn x Suffolk and Finn x Corridale) 

 

Marvin Blair, BBG Sheep 

3402 Fletcher Avenue 

Lake City, IA  51449 

712.464.8153 

Purebred Finnsheep and Crossbred Finnsheep 

(Finn x Hamp and Finn x Dorset) 

Space is available here if  

you are interested in having a 

breeder directory listing. 
   

Cost is $30.00 per year. 
 

A Directory listing is also 

placed on the FBA Website 

and the FBA Online Database 

Clark BreDahl, Mormon Trail Farm 

1911 290th Street 

Greenfield, IA  50849 

641.745.2323 

bredahl.mtfarms@gmail.com 

Purebred White Finnsheep & Crossbred Finn-

sheep (Finn x Dorset x Ile de France) Foot rot 

free, OPP flock test negative 

 

Maine 

 

Kathleen & Ben Stern, Sweet Clover Farm 

248 Belgrade Road 

Mt. Vernon, ME  04352 

207.293.2615 

sweetcloverfarm@roadrunner.com 

www.sweetcloverfarm.weebly.com 

Registered purebred Finnsheep, Finn/Romney 

and Finn/Columbia crosses.  Breeding stock, 

wool and meat available. 

 

Maryland  

 

Mary & John O’Malley, Honeysuckle Farm 

1600 Ednor Road 

Silver Spring, MD  20905 

301.421.9420 

johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com 

Purebred Finnsheep, Finn cross Tunis and 

Suffolk breeding stock, meat, and roving 

 

Phil and Judy Osborn, Abundance Acres 

9713 Crystall Falls Drive 

Hagerstown, MD  21740 

Office:  240.556.027 

Home:  301.791.1110 

abundanceacres@myactv.net 

www.abundancefiber.com 

mailto:medleyrn@yahoo.com
mailto:ridermom@gmail.com
mailto:rjaacks@att.net
mailto:cherylmedlin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:walnutspringsfarm@hughes.net
mailto:ziptyacres@gmail.com
mailto:pam.hoover@rrfiberfarm.com
mailto:jerryperron@q.com
mailto:bredahl.mtfarms@gmail.com
mailto:sweetcloverfarm@roadrunner.com
mailto:johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com
mailto:abundanceacres@myactv.net
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Shetlands, Finn x Shetland, breeding stock, 

freezer lamb, fleeces, and roving. 

Minnesota, cont. 

 

Tim Reese, Gale Woods Farm Park 

7210 County Road 110 West 

Minnetrista, MN  55364 

463.694.2002 

treese@threeriversparkdistrict.org 

www.galewoodsfarm.org 

Flock Prefix:  TRP  Flock ID:  MN43 

SFCP Enrolled status since 2005 

Purebred Finnsheep, Crossbred Corriedale and 

Icelandic.  Gale Woods is an educational farm.  

Products include wool, yarn, Pasture raised 

lamb, beef, poultry hogs and a vegetable CSA 

 

Gail VonBargen, Little Red Oak Farm 

14255 Jacob Street 

Hamburg, MN  55339 

Office:  952.467.2305 or Home:  952.564.9522 

gvonbargen@aol.com 

www.littleredoakfarm.blogspot.com 

SFCP enrolled in 2006  Flock ID:  MN62 

Purebred Finnsheep & Shetlands in white, 

black, gray, brown, Badger and Piebald.  We 

sell breeding stock, unregistered stock, raw 

wool and roving. 

 

Missouri 

 

Laurie Moxley, Moxley Farm 

10510 Boulder Road 

Mountain Grove, MO  65711 

477.926.3618 

mcwobbie@aol.com 

Registered Finns  black, white, chocolate, and 

Piebald in South Central Missouri.  A healthy 

flock under rotational grazing management. 

 

New York 

 

Kathryn & Bill Clemons, Sunrise Farms 

252 Plymouth, NY  13832 

607.336.5834 

Clemensclan@citilink.net 

Enrolled Scrapie Flock 

Purebred Finnsheep breeding stock, white and 

colored.  Also, meat available. 

 

New York, cont. 

 

Amy Cook, Sweetland Hill Finnsheep 

64 Sweetland Hill Road  

Chenango Forks, NY  13746 

607.725.4811 

cookamym@yahoo.com 

www.sweetlandhillfinnsheep.com 

Purebred Finnsheep & Finn/North Country 

Cheviot crosses.  Purebred Finnsheep in black, 

white and badgerface.  Fleeces and hand dyed 

wool & rovings for felting and spinning for sale. 

 

Teresa Fallon & Andy Nageri 

 Ironwood Hill Farm 

PO Box 404 

Newark Valley, NY  13811 

607.237.1788 or 607.972.1885 

ironwoodhillfarm@gmail.com 

www.ironwoodhillfarm.com  

Purebred Finnsheep in all colors.  Raised natu-

rally on our biosecure farm.  Disease Free flock 

and tested annually for OPP 

 

Elizabeth H. Kinne Gossner 

Stillmeadow Finnsheep 

5883 Randall Hill Road 

DeRuyter, NY  13052 

stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.com 

www.stillmeadowfinnsheep.com 

Flock# NY69-SFCP Certified Scrapie Free 2012  

Biosecure Closed Purebred Finnsheep Flock, 

OPP Negative.  Bred for Maternalism and 

Fleece since 1994, white and colors.   

 

Deborah Kirsch, The Meadow’s Gate 

3978 Pingrey Hill Rd 

Andover, NY 14806 

607-590-1605 

kirschdeb54@yahoo.com 

SFCP ID:  NY 116 

The Meadow Gate Finnsheep has Finns from 

well respected bloodlines.  Dedicated to optimiz-

ing their desirable traits, while maintaining breed 

purity.  Lambs, adults, wool available. 

 

 

 

 

Michigan  

 

Darren & Margaret Cole, Sable Forest Finnsheep 

2114 South Magrudder Road 

St. Louis, MI  48880 

989.681.0024 

sableforrest@aol.com 

www.sableforestfinns.webs.com 

Flock ID:  MIF2042 

White, Black, brown and badgerface.  Fleeces 

available yearly; call to check prices and avail-

ability 

 

Bobbie L. Peck, The Counting Sheep Farm  

5709 E. 12th Street 

White Cloud, MI  49349 

231.429.3364 

john_330_live_it@yahoo.com 

www.thecountingsheepfarm.com 

Registered Breeding stock, freezer lambs, 

fleeces and roving.  Call, email or check us out 

on Facebook! 

 

Callie Welch, Bramble Berry Finnsheep 

6861 Old Pipestone Road 

Eau Claire, MI  49111 

269.461.4101 

brambleberryfinns.blogspot.com 

callielw@gmail.com 

Registered Finnsheep and Finn x Corriedale 

 

Danielle & Andrew Wentz, Iron Wheel 

Farms 

4269 Roehre Road 

Beaverton, MI  48612 

989.859.5563 

www.ironwheelfarm.com 

Finnsheep and Finnsheep crosses, meat and 

fiber pets. 

 

Minnesota 

 

Terrie & George Drimel, Roundabout Acres  

34435 Park Trail 

Center City, MN  55012 

651.257.4871 

roundaboutaccres@gmail.com 

www.roundaboutacres.com 

Purebred Finnsheep, Blueface Leicester x 

mailto:treese@threeriversparkdistrict.org
mailto:gvonbargen@aol.com
mailto:mcwobbie@aol.com
mailto:Clemens.clan@citilink.net
mailto:cookamym@yahoo.com
mailto:ironwoodhillfarm@gmail.com
mailto:stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.com
mailto:kirschdeb54@yahoo.com
mailto:sableforrest@aol.com
mailto:john_330_live_it@yahoo.com
mailto:callielw@gmail.com
mailto:roundaboutaccres@gmail.com
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New York, cont. 

 

Mary & Herb Tucker, Lighthouse Farm 

William Hackenberg 

PO Box 85  

West Clarksville, NY 14786 

585.928.1721 

maire8797@yahoo.com 

www.lighthousesheepfarm.com 

SFCP Flock ID:  NY 103 

Purebred Finnsheep & Finn x Dorset.   

Finnsheep white lines plus many color lines.  

Wide genetics.  Selected for build, muscle, ma-

ternalism, fleeces.  Lambs available year round.  

Scrapie QR and RR genetic lines. 
 

CaraLeigh Wilson, Point of View Farm 

PO Box 535 

Bangall, NY  12506 

845.868.4140 

finnsheep@me.com 

www.pointofviewfarm.net 

SFCP Flock ID:  NY 120 

Purebred Finnsheep raised all naturally on pas-

ture, organic grains, minerals and herbs.  Biose-

cure farm offering healthy breeding stock for 

sale including white, brown, fawn, black, and 

gray lambs.  Entire flock tested for negative 

OPP status annually, Random flock testing for 

CL and Johnes.  Flock goals are wide genetic 

variety, conformation, maternal traits, parasite 

resistance and high quality wool.  Chemical free 

coated hand spinning fleeces, roving and yarn 

available in all colors.  Come visit and see how 

we have an alternative Point of View at our farm 

following the traditions of family in Finland. 
 

Ohio  

 

Dr. J Mark Judy, DVM, Glen Avon Farm 

255 N. Cherry St 

Germantown, OH 45327 

937-855-1101 

steamboatinsnoopy@juno.com 

Purebred Finnsheep 

Glen Avon Farm has a secondary contact at 

Alan Judy, Farm Manager  

8951 Browns Run Rd  

Germantown, OH 

937-855-6281  C. 937-241-8956 

Continuous breeding purebred white Finn-

sheep since 1976.  Descendants from the 

original "Aries" line imported from Prince Ed-

ward Island, Canada.  Some colored Finn-

sheep.  Raw and processed wool rovings and 

batts of white or color. 

 

Terrie Godfrey, Eldorado Farms 

10915 Main Rd 

Berlin Heights, OH 44914 

419-554-1069  

terrie@eldoradofinns.com 

www.eldoradofinns.com 

 

Aaron Reedy, R & M Farms 

34847 Lake Shore Blvd. 

Timberlake, OH  44095 

440.241.7234 

randmfarms@gmail.com 

www.randmfarms.com  

Specializing in Gray & Brown colored pure-

bred Finnsheep. 

 

Gayle Workman, Meadowlark Farm 

20090 Fred-Amity Road 

Mt. Vernon, OH  43060 

954.290.0737 

Flock Prefix:  Meadowlark   Flock ID: OH594 

Purebred Finnsheep and Finn x Dorset gently 

and organically raised, raw wool, fiber pets, 

and breeding stock. 

 

Oregon 

 

Jeri Gebelin 

9801 NE 13th Avenue 

Portland, OR  97211 

805.350.5009 

shepherdess@brandweinmeadows.com  

www.brandweinmeadows.com 
 

Meg Shaughnessy,  Devitt Valley Farm 

20754 Summit Hwy. 

Blodget, OR 97326 

541.456.2266 
 

 

 

New York, cont. 

 

Lisa Konnerth, Bay Haven Short Tails 

Steffen Peabody 

80 Bay Rd 

Brookhaven, NY 11719 

631-776-0279 

bayhavenshorttails@hotmail.com 

www.bayhavenshorttails.com  

We are a small fiber farm located on the south 

shore of Long Island.   We raise Finnsheep and 

Angora rabbits. 

 

Brian Magee, Star Finnsheep & Dorsets 

1184 Harford—Slaterville Rd. 

Dryden, NY  13053 

607.844.9711 

brianmagee38@yahoo.com 

OPP Free  Selected for accelerated lambing 

STAR  Codn 171 R Heterozygous and Homozy-

gous 

 

Richard Parsons, Jr. DVM & Marla Parsons 

Burnt Mill Farm 

174 Burnt Mill Road 

Churchville, NY  14428 

585.293.0883 

info@burntmillfarm.com 

www.burnt.burntmillfarm.com 

Facebook:  Burnt Mill Farm 

SFCP ID:  NY 111371  Flock Prefix:  Burnt Mill 

Purebred Finnsheep breeding stock, meat and 

wool.  Based upon God’s design, sustainable 

family farm.  Pasture fed chickens, eggs, and 

hand-made soap.  

 

Linda Porterfield, Green Acres Sheep Farm 

2230 Gridley Paige Road 

Deansboro, NY  13328 

(cell) 914.414.7872 (home) 914.301.5907 

lcgarf@hotmail.com 

www.gasheep.com 

Flock Prefix:  GA 

Purebred white and colored Finnsheep and 

Commercial Finn x Dorset.  We have an addi-

tional location in Katonah, Westchester County. 

 

 

 

mailto:maire8797@yahoo.com
mailto:finnsheep@me.com
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Oregon, cont. 
 

Shawna Smith, Case Acres 

19807 S Hwy 211 

Colton, OR  97017 

503.502.5614 

caseacres34@msn.com 

www.caseacres.com 

Purebred Finnsheep & Finn x Suffolk com-

mercial crosses.  Carefully selected for high 

production and Finn attributes.  White, Black,  
 

Rhode Island  
 

Colleen & Daniel O’Connors, OK Archers 

843 Mooresfield Road 

Saunderstown, RI  02874 

401.789.0778 

cjo59@verizon.net 

SFCP:  Pending  Flock Prefix:  OKA 

Small Family Homestead in South County, RI 

with Registered Finns of various colors and 

bloodlines, scrapie free, friendly breeding 

stock for sale. 
 

Tennessee 

 

Megan Pennington, Circle M Farm 

204 Straight Fork Rd 

Hunstville, TN 37756 

423-215-2637 

megan@circlemfinnsheep.com 

www.circlemfinnsheep.com 

Flock Prefix:  Circle M 

Purebred Finnsheep; white with some brown 

or fawn possible.  Raw fleeces.  Lambs avail-

able and at times adults. 
 

Virginia 
 

Naomi Smith, House Mountain Farm 

1765 Jacktown Road 

Lexington, VA  24450 

840.463.6062 

SFCP enrolled since 1999    Flock ID:  VA 17   

Farm established in 1985 in the Blue Ridge 

Mountains of Virginia.  Purebred Finnsheep 

flock of 100 breeding ewes, mostly quads 

and quints.  Bred for size, multiple births, 

mothering ability and structural correctness.  

Glen Avon & Root bloodlines.  Rams avail-

able for cross-breeding 

Virginia, cont. 
 

Linda Witt, Misty Mountain Farm 

154 Quail Call Lane 

AMissville, VA 20106 

540.937.4707 

info@mistymountainfarm.com 

www.mistymountainfarm.com 

SFCP Flock ID:  VA 26 

Purebred Finnsheep, Hand-spinning fleeces, 

roving and batts 

 

Will Stewart, Skyemoor Farm 

40101 Highland View Lane 

Paeonian Springs, VA  20129 

540.882.4872 

will.stewart1a@gmail.com 

www.skyemoorfarm.com 

Flock Prefix:  SKY 

Purebred Registered Finnsheep.  Breeding stock 

(ewes & rams), wethers, fiber pets, Crossbred 

Finns also.  Fleeces and rovings available. Col-

ors in White, Black, and Badgerface. 
 

Washington 
 

Dan & Leanne Hughes, Triple L Finnsheep 

89202 N. Harrington Road 

West Richland, WA  99353 

509.539.6745 

danlea23@msn.com 

Leanne@TripleLFinnsheep.com 

www.triplelfinnsheep.com 

SFCP:  Certified    Flock ID:  WA2252 

Flock Prefix:  3L 

30 years of breeding Finns for size, productivity, 

wool, milking ability and temperament.  White  

black gray brown fawn and pieds.  Lambing re-

cords available since 1982 

 

Debra Perry, Dancing Waters Farm  

4925 163rd Lane SW 

Rochester, WA  98579 

360.273.9917 

Flock Prefix:  DWF 

mountaintrailwalker@yahoo.com 

Facebook:  Dancing Waters Farm 

Purebred Finnsheep and Finn x Shetland. 

Breeding with an eye for Form, Fiber, Function, 

and Temperament.  Wool and yarn available. 

 

Washington, cont. 
 

Robert & Sandra Willford, Solace Farm 

30119 N. Spotted Road 

Deer Park, WA  99006 

509.276.7160 

solacefarmfiber@yahoo.com 

www.solacefinnsheep.com 

SFCP Flock ID:  WA2167 

Natural meat and fiber.  Quality white and col-

ored fleeces, rovings and hand-spun yarns. 
 

Adrienne Wolfe, Rolling Bay Farm  

7988 NE Lougreen Rd. 

Bainbridge Island, WA  98110 

206.855.1850 

rollingbayfarm@hotmail.com 

www.rollingbayfarm.com 

Flock Prefix:  RBF 

Breeding for the small farm.  Emphasizing qual-

ity fiber, disposition, size and nurturing.  Yarn 

and Lockerlamb available. 

 

Wisconsin 

 

Tracy Sengupta, Firefly Fields Finnsheep 

4110 W. Plymouth Church Road 

Beloit, WI  53511 

608.345.8555 

tracy@fireflyfields.com 

www.fireflyfields.com 

SFCP: Certified  Flock ID:  WI1990 

Flock Prefix:  FF 

Purebred Finnsheep.  Authentic Finnish Land-

race sheep as a heritage breed.  High percent 

age Finnish genetics.  All breeding stock micron 

tested.  Jacketed Hand-spinning fleeces. 

 

Brian Stichter 

422 US Hwy 14 

Arena, WI  53503 

608.753.2713 

stichter@charter.net 

VSFCP Flock ID:  WI456 

Purebred Registered Finnsheep in white, black, 

and brown.  Finn x North Country Cheviot com-

mercial ewes and ewe lambs, fleeces and raw 

wool available. 
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Come visit our website at 

 http://finnsheep.org  

Finnsheep Breeders ’  Associat ion  

Finnsheep breeders are now found across many States producing 

purebred and crossbred Finnsheep. Breeders look to the Finn-

sheep Breeders' Association, Inc. to provide record keeping of 

registrations and transfers of the breed. Since the 1971 inception 

of the Finnsheep Breeders' Association, Inc. the organization has 

drawn on the expertise of leading research authorities to enhance 

the Finnsheep breed and provide leadership in promoting the 

Finnsheep qualities and characteristics. 

Mission Statement  

The American Finnsheep Breeders’ Association: 

Provides a national pedigree breed recording system for Finn-

sheep 

Maintains the Finnsheep breed standard for the USA 

Promotes animal health within the breed and nationally 

Fosters and promotes the proliferation and marketing of Finn-

sheep within the national sheep industry and abroad 

Is a national focal point for Finnsheep Breeders 

Disseminates timely information to members on all matters relating 

to the breed. 

 

FBA Registry Office 

PO Box 51 

222 Main Street 

Milo, IA 50166 

 

Phone:  641.942.6402 

Fax:  641.942.6402  

FBA Secretarial Office 

 

Callie Welch, FBA Secretary 

6861 Old Pipestone Rd. 

Eau Claire, MI  49111 

269.461.4101 

FBAsecretary@finnsheep.org 

Finnsheep Breeders’ Association                       

6861 Old Pipestone Rd..                                 

Eau Claire, MI  49111 

http://finnsheep.org/
mailto:FBAsecretary@finnsheep.org

