S h o r t Ta l e s
Published by the Finnsheep Breeder’s Association
1971-2013
July-September, 2013

Volume 80

2013 Annual Business Meeting and Teleconference Information on Page 3

Page 2

Member Notice: Absentee Ballot

Any FBA member in good standing (current and up to date on Annual Activity Fees), knowing that
they will be unavailable to attend the Finnsheep Breeder’s Association annual business meeting in
person or via teleconference ability may request an absentee ballot.
This request must be in writing to the FBA Secretary via email: FBAsecretary@finnsheep.org or by
postal mail: FBA Secretary 6861 Old Pipestone Rd Eau Claire, MI 49111
This request for an absentee ballot in writing must be signed, properly witnessed, and returned to the FBA Secretary in a timely fashion to carry the full weight of a vote cast in person at the meeting. The FBA Secretary will read the Absentee Ballot votes during the Annual Business Meeting and record them. Absentee Ballots received will be kept on file in the FBA office.
Reference: Finnsheep Breeders Association Constitution, Article IV. Membership, Section 3. Absentee Voting see:
http://finnsheep.org/CONSTITUTION.pdf (or see portion below).
“Section 3. Absentee Voting
Any member who wishes to vote at any regular or special meeting on any predetermined issue or for any individual running for an elective office may do so by requesting an absentee ballot in writing. This ballot, properly witnessed, signed,
and returned to the board secretary in a timely fashion shall carry the full weight of a vote cast in person at the meeting.”

REMINDER:
Please check to see if your FBA Membership is current and up to date. IF you find that it has
not been sent in please use the FBA Membership Form on page 9. IF your payment has not yet
cleared, please contact the FBA Registry Office in Milo at 641.942.6402 to aid you.
Your FBA membership in good standing is crucial to accessing your FBA member privileges.
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REMINDER:
FBA Voting Membership fees paid current and in full
each year, allows you the privilege of voting in the Annual Business Meeting.
In the FBA, the number of lambs you registered during
the previous year, determines the number of votes each
membership has.
For further information, see: Short Tale newsletter, Volume 78, page 2 for the current listing:
http://finnsheep.org/ST78.pdf
Mary Tucker, FBA President
Cover photo owned by Stillmeadow Finnsheep and may not be used without
express written permission. Used by permission for this issue.
Please contact persons who have taken/own photos for their permission to
utilize photos for any other purpose.
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This year’s Annual Business Meeting will be held in the evening of Friday October 18, 2013 at the
beginning of the NYS Sheep and Wool Festival held in Rhinebeck, NY.
October 18, 2013—Friday
8 PM EST
Starr Library (downstairs)
68 W. Market Street
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
For your convenience, the location of the meeting, the Starr Library, is only 1.1 mile from the
fairground entrance to the New York State Sheep and Wool Festival’s main parking lot. You may
order supper from a nearby restaurant, or bring a meal of your choice.
Also for the convenience of our members, this years annual business meeting will be In Person and
via Teleconference at no charge to members: 8 PM EST or 7 PM CT, 6 PM MT, 5 PM PT )
Many Finnsheep breeders participate in the NYS Sheep & Wool Festival located at 6550 Spring
Brook Ave. Rhinebeck, NY on October 19th—20th as vendors, part of the sheep show and sale, entrant into the fleece show and sale, take workshops and classes, or join us in the Breed Barn
where some Finnsheep will be. We hope you will come and be a part of both the FBA business
meeting and the sheep festival.
We heartily look forward to meeting and hearing from each of you. Book a hotel or motel room
soon as possible as rooms at this time of year/festival time fill up rapidly. If unable to attend in
person, please mark your calendars and set aside time to join us via teleconference!

Teleconference Information to Participate In The Annual Business Meeting
The FBA’s Annual Business Meeting will be held in person at the Starr Library in Rhinebeck, NY as
well as members may join via teleconference again this year. There is no charge to members
who join into the teleconference. Join us in the FBA’s annual business meeting and help us determine the future of our Finnsheep breed. Please mark your calendars!
Date: Friday, October 18, 2013
Time: 8:00 PM EST ( 7 PM CT, 6 PM MT, 5 PM PT )
The call-in procedure for phone or cell phone will be as follows:
Dial: 1-800-582-3014
After the prompt enter the Participant Pass Code: 031097008#
Be sure to use the # sign or you will not be added. You will hear a tone as you enter the teleconference.
Please be considerate of listeners and try to keep background noise minimal.
Please do not operate either type of phone on speaker as this will create feedback.

FBA Agenda for the 2013 Annual Business Meeting
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Speaker to the FBA—Anna Draisey
Opening and Welcome
Roll Call of Members
Secretary Report
Treasurer Report
Nominations and Vote for Board of Directors
FBA Constitution Proposal of Change
FBA Proposals
Old Business:
2014 Annual Business Meeting suggestions, ideas, proposals….
FBA’s On-Line Database: Impressions, Questions, Comments or Motions pertaining to...
New Business:
Website changes: Interactive Forms with On-line Payment
Open Floor: Any ideas, thoughts, or concerns you would like to bring up for discussion…

Mary Tucker, FBA President
Speaker to the 2013 FBA AGM
I am pleased to announce that Anna Draisey of the USDA APHIS Veterinary Services will speak to the Finnsheep Breeders’ Association at the AGM to answer questions we may have in relation to how the new regulations affect us as breeders, and how our breed can utilize the new program to benefit our breed and the national flocks.
“Anna has a direct style of communication which I appreciate. She has always been quick to respond to my
calls and answer any questions or concerns I had. If she did not know an answer, she would search it out
and get back to me in an easy to understand and easy-to-pass-on information manner” says Mary Tucker,
FBA president.
If you have questions that you would like to send to us prior to the AGM, please send them to
maire8797@yahoo.com
Anna has been working with USDA APHIS Veterinary Services as the Scrapie Program Co-coordinator for
USDA New York (located in Albany, NY) since the inception of the Scrapie Eradication Program in 2001. In
addition to the Scrapie Eradication Program she also manages the Scrapie Flock Certification Program and
the Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance Programs in New York State.
After twelve years Anna still works diligently to make sure that all sheep and goats producers find out about
the scrapie program, what the disease is all about, how to keep scrapie out of their flocks, and how producers
can get a supply of free scrapie ear tags for their sheep and goats.
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FBA Board of Director Nominations
Brian Magee Bio

I live in Dryden, NY and have been a member of the Finnsheep Breeders’ Association for 35 years
working with Finnsheep and Dorset. I am a member of the current Board of Directors and am offering to run for a second term to continue the dialogue of reasons for maintaining a closed Finnsheep
registry.
Elizabeth Kinne-Gossner comments: “Brian Magee has an unique perspective due to his role as an
animal scientist and recently retired chief shepherd at Cornell University. Approaching the breed as
a meat producer he helped create the STAR system for year round lamb production. His accomplishments have assisted commercial breeders throughout the United States”.
Fran Smith Bio
I have been involved with Finnsheep since 2008. Very short time compared to others, but as you
know it only takes a short amount of time for sheep to teach and test you to your wit's end. If you still
remain loyal to your breed… by-golly you’re a lifer.
My first ewe’s name is MayBe.. I wasn’t sure I wanted to delve into sheep therein lies the” MayBe”.. I
may keep her, I may not… it did not take long - I was smitten! (She is still with us).
With a current herd of 30 sheep, Finn, Cormo and a few crosses to enhance my love of the fiber
crafts. They keep me pretty busy. I am a stay on the farm, full time shepherdess. I have only sold at
a few festivals; my hope it to spend the season selling my fiber crafts and homegrown yarns this
next coming year.
I have 20 + years experience in the business world with many of them dedicated towards advertising
and contract writing, both great attributes to offer the Finnsheep board.
I believe between my business sense and common sense I
have a lot to offer the Finnsheep Breeders’ Association and
hope the membership does too.

Fran Smith lives in Illinois
on Zip Ty Acres with her
family, fiber crafts,
Finnsheep, and crosses.
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FBA Board of Director Nominations
Callie Welch Bio
Please accept my name as a candidate for the FBA Board of Directors.

I was born and raised on a dairy farm in Missouri. I have been married to Rodney for 34 years. We
have six children and nine grandchildren. We have lived in Missouri, Iowa, Tennessee, and now
Michigan. I am a stay-at-home mom. With each move, we have managed to acquire a bit more
land. We now have 7 acres that I can play with. I like to garden, sew, cook and now spin and knit
wool. I am rather new to sheep, having only owned them four years. After much study, I chose
Finnsheep because I love the wool they produce. Their multiple lambing abilities fit my small property perfectly. Their smaller size means I can do most of their care by myself though Rodney is always ready to give a helping hand. It wasn’t hard at all for me to choose Finnsheep as MY sheep.
Currently we have 7 ewes and 2 rams. This is the upper limit of sheep that I can raise sustainably. I
am working toward a parasite resistant flock with nice thick fleeces. I sell registered breeding stock
as well as a few Corriedale and Blue-faced Leicester crossbreed lambs. I prefer white fleeces, but
have brown and black in my flock. I have a good relationship with the sheep specialist from Michigan State University. He offers many great classes, seminars, and webinars. I attend all that I possibly can.
I have enjoyed being the FBA Secretary this past year. I have talked to
many people about Finnsheep and have enjoyed every minute of it. I
have many years’ experience on committees in my church and community.
Thank you for your consideration.

Callie Welch

FINNSHEEP NOTICE:
Do you ever wish you could just “Call up” a Finnsheep person to ask them questions or just to talk?
You are welcome to locate a Finnsheep breeder at our website: www.finnsheep.org/directory.htm
You may also wish to meet and talk with Finnsheep folk via Yahoo Groups::
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/finnsheep/
Also there are many Finnsheep breeders that can be contacted on Facebook https://
www.facebook.com/groups/612966188714360/
So please, feel free to give us a Call !!!

Proposal To Change the FBA Constitution
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In 2010, the FBA Board considered creating three classes of registrations: Class I registered purebred, Class II registrations from the pre-1991 crossbreeding and upbreeding program, and Class III
was to be a new “upbreeding” plan.
In 2011, the FBA membership voted down the upbreeding plan, but prematurely changed the description of Class II registrations which no longer matches the long-established FBA Class II crossbred registry rules. To rectify the error, and to make clear the acceptable use of USA-bred Finnsheep not registered by FBA, we move to change the Class II description in Article IX Section 1 of
our Constitution from:
“b) Class II. This class of registry shall include all animals and their descendants derived from upbreeding programs, sanctioned, documented and recorded by this Association between the years
1971 and 1991. The certificate of registry issued for this class shall show the date of birth, identity of
sire and dam, litter size including age of dam and parity at time of birth, and litter size in which the
sire and dam were born.”
to:
“b) Class II. This class of registry shall include all animals and their descendants of one FBA Class
I registered Finnsheep and a sheep of any other breed, including domestic Finnsheep not registered
through FBA. The certificate of registry issued for an animal in this class shall show the date of
birth, percentage of Finn blood, identity of sire and dam, litter size and the age of dam at time of
birth, and litter size in which the sire and dam were born. The recording of an animal in this class
shall count as one half of one Class I registration for purposes of determining the breeder’s FBA voting rights.”

New Member Welcome
Megan Pennington—Circle M Farm, Huntsville, TN
Anna-Lisa Thayer—Hillside Farm, Barre, MA
Hanna Smits—Hannah’s Happy Finnsheep Farm, Williamsburg, OH
Charles Oakley—Campbell Spur Farm, Delhi, NY
LeMoyne Seamster—Glade Creek Farm, Glade Hill, VA
Lisa Konnerth & Steffen Peabody—Bay Haven Short Tails, Bay Haven Hamlet, NY
Marla and Richard Parsons, Jr. DVM—Burnt Mill Farm, Churchville, NY
Bob and Sharry Bone—Westfarthing Farm, Edgewood, NM
Jeri Geblin—Portland, OR
Heidi Quist—Prairie Willows Farm, Lindstrom, MN
Burness Speakman—Fiber Fling, Fredericktown, MO

FBA’s Interactive Forms with Online Payment Ability
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FBA Website changes!
Soon you may expect to see new features on the FBA website that we think you will like. Members
have long said they wanted to be able to register their sheep online. Since the online database is
working pretty well, by most accounts, we are encouraged to continue offering more services to
make our lives as Finnsheep shepherds easier. This is our next website improvement. The FBA
board has asked Doug Meyer at Mountain Niche to create interactive registration and membership
forms on the website.
FBA’s registration forms have always been separated: ewes, rams, crossbred ewes and rams, but
we will likely combine them to just one form to make things easier. FBA members will be able to fill
these out from the website. We have just begun the process, and it will take some time, but we
hope you will enjoy this feature.
We also intend to enable membership sign up and renewals from the website. Stay tuned!
For those who prefer paper forms and the U.S. Mail, that method of registering animals and renewing an annual membership will always remain acceptable.
The sheep pedigree database went live a few months ago, in spring, and it’s been great to hear different members express their enthusiasm for its use. Some shepherds have learned to copy and
paste the hyperlinks of their sheep’s FBA number and paste it into their own websites; then, when
people are “shopping” that breeder’s website, they can click on the pedigree number they see and
be transported to the FBA database to view that animal’s pedigree. Pretty slick.
Another breeder reported going back through the database of many Finns in America to learn common ancestors of a certain pattern; a great use of the tool, then, is to research for certain traits. Our
database will never be perfect because human error occurs when breeders report, and our registry
service inputs data, but overall, it serves well to check pedigrees for animals’ relatedness or their
likelihood to carry certain colors or patterns.
Other FBA members report telling potential buyers of their lambs to “go check the database” for the
lamb’s parents, saving the breeder the time formerly required to fax pedigrees or discuss their
lambs’ parentage. Using the database to look up all the info necessary to fill out lamb registration
forms is a great time-saver, as well. We hope the online registration forms assist our members in
similar ways.
FBA hopes to continue to offer members the help they need to be successful Finnsheep breeders,
and these online interactive tools are meant to do just that.
We would love to hear your opinions and experiences with the online database at the next annual
business meeting, or even now! Just let any board member or the Secretary know your thoughts.
We welcome any suggestions.
FBA Board of Directors, 2013
To contact the FBA Secretary or any Director, please see the contact list located on page 19.
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The Finnsheep Flock at Gale Woods Farm in Minnetrista, Minnesota
By Gail Von Bargen
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There are only a few Finnsheep flocks in Minnesota, but Tim Reese, the Farm Supervisor at
Gale Woods Farm, a teaching park just west of
Minneapolis, started a flock of purebred Finnsheep here in 2003. Tim just may have the job
that many shepherds dream of.
Gale Woods Farm is one of several regional
parks managed by Three Rivers Parks, a special park district that is “larger than city or
county and smaller than a state park system”,
as Tim puts it. There are Three Rivers Parks in
six different counties around Minneapolis. The
Gale family donated their 410-acre farm property to the park district in 2002 through a land trust
which dictates that the land may never be developed. The family’s only request was that it remains
a working farm. As their Facebook page states, “[Gale Woods] farm provides opportunities for visitors to engage in experiences that enhance their understanding of agriculture, food production and
land stewardship.”
Tim was hired in 2002 to lay plans for the farm before it opened the following year. He was the perfect candidate for the job. He had just completed a masters’ degree in agriculture education and
earned a license to teach. Other relevant experience included six years of work on an organic vegetable farm. Tim was interested in combining education and farming in a hands-on way, and Gale
Woods Farm was a great opportunity to make his goal a reality.
All sorts of farm animals are raised at Gale Woods, Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) vegetable plots are cultivated by employees and volunteers at the park, and the park even has a nice facility for weddings or other special events. Educational outreach is key at the farm, and many
school group programs are held in spring and
fall, when about 15,000 kids arrive in buses to
learn more about where their food comes from.
Week long summer camps also keep kids busy
for a full week of farm activities, and classes and
events are offered to the public on a variety of
farm, food, environment and related subjects,
like spinning and felting. Needless to say, the
lambs at Gale Woods get lots of attention, often
being taught to lead on a rope by city kids eager
to help out.

The Finnsheep Flock at Gale Woods Farm, cont.
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Tim chose Finnsheep when planning the first sheep flock, in 2002. His reasons, he said, were that
their smaller size and easygoing disposition make Finnsheep easier for kids to work with. Secondly,
for their fleece characteristics—the staff wanted to do a lot of felting activities for kids, and Finnsheep wool is superior for that.
Several other breeds were experimented with at
Gale Woods, Tim said. In the beginning, they
“wanted meat sheep and fleece sheep, so we
started with Clun Forest and Finnsheep”. Next,
they decided they wanted a dual purpose
sheep, so they began crossing the Finns with
other breeds. They have experimented with
Border Leicester and Icelandic sheep, and most
recently Corriedale, trying to increase the overall weight of the fleece and the size of the
lambs. Currently, the only purebred sheep Tim
raises, registers and sells as breeding stock are
Finnsheep, which he registers with the Finnsheep Breeders Association.
The TRP Gale Woods flock has long been certified in the Voluntary Scrapie program that is now
changing, and while Tim says there are questions about what to do next, such as transitioning into
the newer USDA’s export or monitored program, they may stay with it simply because of Gale
Woods’ educational mission. They also participate in the OPP—Ovine Progressive Pneumonia-- pilot program to test for and eradicate that disease. They have completely tested all the sheep at
Gale Woods for OPP, and will continue to do so.
Tim’s registered foundation Finnsheep stock was purchased from Sandy DeMaster of Wee Croft
Finnsheep, near Milwaukee, WI. Sandy has since retired from breeding, but worked with the FBA
board and imported semen from Finland in rarer colors. Sandy was well-known for her selection of
AI (Artificial Insemination) bloodlines, rarer colors, and the superior wool traits of her sheep. The
Gale Woods flock reflects that. In recent years he has purchased other bloodlines obtained by Gail
Von Bargen (the author) from East and West coasts in order to increase his own flock’s diversity.
Tim plans to keep breeding Finnsheep and using them in a crossbreeding/commercial operation program. He says, “We don’t have a lot of purebred sheep, but it’s all registered with FBA and we sell
and purchase sheep through that network”.
Tim Reese’s contact information can be found in the FBA Breeder directory or found on the Gale
Woods Farm website, www.threeriversparks.org/parks/gale-woods-farm.aspx.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION—Regarding the FBA Registration of Finnsheep
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Understanding this information can prevent many problems for you in the future

A Finnsheep can ONLY be registered with the Finnsheep Breeders’ Association (FBA) by its breeder. As a
buyer, you cannot FBA register a sheep that you have purchased. The Breeders must register the sheep
with the Finnsheep Breeders’ Association and transfer that FBA registration to you. Exceptions are made for
persons acquiring the flock of an ill or deceased shepherd who was unable to properly register and transfer
animals. Contac the President of the FBA to learn the necessary steps to take if this is you situation.
Only the offspring of FBA registered parents are able to be FBA registered. Being purebred and being FBA
registered are not the same thing. If you want to produce and sell FBA registered Finnsheep, at any time in
the future, be sure to purchase breeding stock that are FBA registered and that you are entering into a contract with the seller to buy lambs/sheep with FBA registration papers.
If all four grandparents of a sheep that you wish to buy are FBA registered and the parents are not, ONLY the
breeder of each of the parents may FBA register them. (Even sheep who are deceased may be FBA registered. FBA registration fees for animals over one year of age are double the usual amount). Only after both
parents are FBA registered can the resulting lamb/sheep be FBA registered.
If you are interested in purchasing a lamb/sheep in which one or both parents are not FBA registered yet, but
are thought to be registerable, it is strongly suggested that you ask the seller to take care of this paperwork
before you purchase and take possession of the lamb/sheep that you want. The sale will be a motivating factor for the seller to take care of this paperwork in a timely manner.
For more information on purchasing Finnsheep, read our document on Buying Sheep: www.finnsheep.org/
buysheep.htm

Super Finnsheep Ewes!
Longest living ewe - Abby (Witt 3-97), 13 years old, had triplets two months prior to dying. I heard that a ewe I sold to someone was alive and lambing at age 16.
Longest producing ewe - either one of the above.
Number of lambs born per lambing - I have had two ewes have 7 lambs - one my 3L 6-46 ewe, and 3L 0234 a ewe I owned in the 80's.
No accelerated lambing, although before I got smart and removed my rams from my ewe pen prior to lambing I had some lamb twice a year.........
Lifetime production and strongest production line belongs to Abbey and her daughtersAbbey had 30 lambs in 7 years in her LAST 7 years of production, lambing until age 13 with a set of triplets).
Devil (Abbey daughter) - 49 lambs / 11 years (445% lifetime)
Ebony - Devil daughter, Abbey granddaughter - 8 lambs / 2 years (400% lifetime)
Mary (abbey daughter) - 25 lambs / 6 years (416% lifetime)
Teri - (Mary daughter, Abbey granddaughter) 16 lambs / 4 years (400% lifetime)
Meeka (Abbey granddaughter, dam was littermate of Devil) - 32 lambs / 7 years (457% lifetime)
Misty - (Meeka daughter, Abbey great-granddaughter) 7 lambs / 2 years (350% lifetime at age 2)
You just have to love Finns!
Leanne Hughes
Triple L Finnsheep
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Finnsheep Breeders Directory
California

Illinois, cont.

Tamera Myers, Medley Farm & Kennel
13470 Alabama Road
Galt, CA 95632
209.748.5046
medleyrn@yahoo.com
www.MedleyFarm.com
Flock Prefix: Medley
White, Black, Brown, Gray, Fawn, Piebald
Purebred, Registered Stock. Fleeces available
Breeding stock & pets

Fran Smith, Zip Ty Acres
7588 E. State Route 9
Rankin, IL 60960
217.375.4311
ziptyacres@gmail.com
www.Ziptyacres.com
Flock Prefix: Zip Ty Acres
Purebred Registered Finnsheep, FinnSouthdown/Tunis cross, Angora goats, Pygora
goats, & Angora rabbits. Breeding stock,
fleeces, hand dyed wool & rovings. ($2.00 fee)

Colorado
Rebecca A. Colman, Beck’s Place
205 Walker Lane
Canon City, CO 81212
719.269.8950
ridermom@gmail.com
Registered Finnsheep in the central Colorado
mountains. Call for availability of livestock or
wool for sale.
Connecticut
Rhonda Jaacks, Harlequin Farm
132 White Hollow Road
Lakeville, CT 06039
860.435.9865
rjaacks@att.net
HarlequinFarm.blogspot.com
Flock Prefix: Harlequin
Illinois
Cheryl Medlin & Frank Moore, Wolf Moon
10304 Julie lane
Lebanon, IL
618.623.2628
cherylmedlin@sbcglobal.net
Purebred Finns
Bryan & Elizabeth Pullen, Walnut Springs Farm

11111 W. Park School Road
Princeville, IL 61559
309.385.4637
walnutspringsfarm@hughes.net
www.pullenfarms.com
Healthy rotational grazed registered Finn
sheep, Cotswald, Finn-Shetland & Commercial
Merino cross. Breeding stock, lambs, beautiful
fleeces & rovings available.

Indiana
Pamela K. Hoover, Rooster’s Run Farm
5197 SW Washington School Road
812.896.1223
pam.hoover@rrfiberfarm.com
www.rrfiberfarm.com
Purebred Finnsheep, Finn-Shetland
Enrolled Status: Mandatory Scrapie Program
since 2002 Flock ID: IN 88035
The Rooster’s Run store selling yarn, rovings,
fleeces plus other wool products as well as
Kromski spinning wheels and Howard Brush
carders. We also offer registered Angora goats.
Gerald & Paula Perron, J & P Heritage Farm
6305 Bittersweet Road
Spencer, IN 47460
812.935.7424
jerryperron@q.com
Purebred Finnsheep, Crossbred Finnsheep
(Finn/Gotland and Finn/Shetland)
Iowa
Dale Amendt
6815 Waterman Blvd.
Sutherland, IA 51058
712.446.3489
Purebred Finnsheep, Crossbred Finnsheep
(Finn x Suffolk and Finn x Corridale)
Marvin Blair, BBG Sheep

3402 Fletcher Avenue
Lake City, IA 51449
712.464.8153
Purebred Finnsheep and Crossbred Finnsheep
(Finn x Hamp and Finn x Dorset)

Clark BreDahl, Mormon Trail Farm
1911 290th Street
Greenfield, IA 50849
641.745.2323
bredahl.mtfarms@gmail.com
Purebred White Finnsheep & Crossbred Finnsheep (Finn x Dorset x Ile de France) Foot rot
free, OPP flock test negative
Maine
Kathleen & Ben Stern, Sweet Clover Farm
248 Belgrade Road
Mt. Vernon, ME 04352
207.293.2615
sweetcloverfarm@roadrunner.com
www.sweetcloverfarm.weebly.com
Registered purebred Finnsheep, Finn/Romney
and Finn/Columbia crosses. Breeding stock,
wool and meat available.
Maryland
Mary & John O’Malley, Honeysuckle Farm
1600 Ednor Road
Silver Spring, MD 20905
301.421.9420
johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com
Purebred Finnsheep, Finn cross Tunis and
Suffolk breeding stock, meat, and roving
Phil and Judy Osborn, Abundance Acres
9713 Crystall Falls Drive
Hagerstown, MD 21740
Office: 240.556.027
Home: 301.791.1110
abundanceacres@myactv.net
www.abundancefiber.com

Space is available here if
you are interested in having a
breeder directory listing.
Cost is $30.00 per year.
This publication goes through
the US and into Canada.
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Finnsheep Breeders Directory
Michigan

Minnesota, cont.

New York, cont.

Darren & Margaret Cole, Sable Forest Finnsheep

Tim Reese, Gale Woods Farm Park
7210 County Road 110 West
Minnetrista, MN 55364
463.694.2002
treese@threeriversparkdistrict.org
www.galewoodsfarm.org
Flock Prefix: TRP Flock ID: MN43
SFCP Enrolled status since 2005
Purebred Finnsheep, Crossbred Corriedale and
Icelandic. Gale Woods is an educational farm.
Products include wool, yarn, Pasture raised
lamb, beef, poultry hogs and a vegetable CSA

Amy Cook, Sweetland Hill Finnsheep

2114 South Magrudder Road
St. Louis, MI 48880
989.681.0024
sableforrest@aol.com
www.sableforestfinns.webs.com
Flock ID: MIF2042
White, Black, brown and badgerface. Fleeces
available yearly; call to check prices and availability
Bobbie L. Peck, The Counting Sheep Farm
5709 E. 12th Street
White Cloud, MI 49349
231.429.3364
john_330_live_it@yahoo.com
www.thecountingsheepfarm.com
Registered Breeding stock, freezer lambs,
fleeces and roving. Call, email or check us out
on Facebook!
Callie Welch, Bramble Berry Finnsheep
6861 Old Pipestone Road
Eau Claire, MI 49111
269.461.4101
brambleberryfinns.blogspot.com
callielw@gmail.com
Registered Finnsheep and Finn x Corriedale

Gail VonBargen, Little Red Oak Farm
14255 Jacob Street
Hamburg, MN 55339
Office: 952.467.2305 or Home: 952.564.9522
gvonbargen@aol.com
www.littleredoakfarm.blogspot.com
SFCP enrolled in 2006 Flock ID: MN62
Purebred Finnsheep & Shetlands in white,
black, gray, brown, Badger and Piebald. We
sell breeding stock, unregistered stock, raw
wool and roving.
Missouri

Laurie Moxley, Moxley Farm
10510 Boulder Road
Danielle & Andrew Wentz, Iron Wheel Farms Mountain Grove, MO 65711
4269 Roehre Road
477.926.3618
Beaverton, MI 48612
mcwobbie@aol.com
989.859.5563
Registered Finns black, white, chocolate, and
www.ironwheelfarm.com
Piebald in South Central Missouri. A healthy
Finnsheep and Finnsheep crosses, meat and
flock under rotational grazing management.
fiber pets.
New York
Minnesota
Terrie & George Drimel, Roundabout Acres
34435 Park Trail
Center City, MN 55012
651.257.4871
roundaboutaccres@gmail.com
www.roundaboutacres.com
Purebred Finnsheep, Blueface Leicester x
Shetlands, Finn x Shetland, breeding stock,
freezer lamb, fleeces, and roving.

Kathryn & Bill Clemons, Sunrise Farms
252 Plymouth, NY 13832
607.336.5834
Clemensclan@citilink.net
Enrolled Scrapie Flock
Purebred Finnsheep breeding stock, white and
colored. Also, meat available.

64 Sweetland Hill Road
Chenango Forks, NY 13746
607.725.4811
cookamym@yahoo.com
www.sweetlandhillfinnsheep.com
Purebred Finnsheep & Finn/North Country
Cheviot crosses. Purebred Finnsheep in black,
white and badgerface. Fleeces and hand dyed
wool & rovings for felting and spinning for sale.
Teresa Fallon & Andy Nageri
Ironwood Hill Farm
PO Box 404
Newark Valley, NY 13811
607.237.1788 or 607.972.1885
ironwoodhillfarm@gmail.com
www.ironwoodhillfarm.com
Purebred Finnsheep in all colors. Raised naturally on our biosecure farm. Disease Free flock
and tested annually for OPP
Elizabeth H. Kinne Gossner
Stillmeadow Finnsheep
5883 Randall Hill Road
DeRuyter, NY 13052
stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.com
www.stillmeadowfinnsheep.com
SFCP Certified Scrapie Free - Flock # NY69
OPP Negative, Disease Free, closed flock.
Wide genetics, all colors. Bred for Maternalism
and Fleece since 1994. Registered breeding
stock, grass fed lamb, and Finn wool available.
Finn wool rovings and stoneware pottery for
sale.
Deborah Kirsch, The Meadow’s Gate
3978 Pingrey Hill Rd
Andover, NY 14806
607-590-1605
kirschdeb54@yahoo.com
SFCP ID: NY 116
The Meadow Gate Finnsheep has Finns from
well respected bloodlines. Dedicated to optimizing their desirable traits, while maintaining
breed purity. Lambs, adults, wool available.
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New York, cont.

New York, cont.

Lisa Konnerth, Bay Haven Short Tails
Steffen Peabody
80 Bay Rd
Brookhaven, NY 11719
631-776-0279
bayhavenshorttails@hotmail.com
www.bayhavenshorttails.com
We are a small fiber farm located on the south
shore of Long Island. We raise Finnsheep and
Angora rabbits.

Mary—Herb Tucker, Lighthouse Farm
William Hackenberg
PO Box 85
West Clarksville, NY 14786
585.928.1721
maire8797@yahoo.com
www.lighthousesheepfarm.com
SFCP Flock ID: NY 103
Purebred Finnsheep & Finn x Dorset.
Finnsheep white lines plus many color lines.
Wide genetics. Selected for build, muscle,
maternalism, fleeces. Lambs available year
round. Scrapie QR and RR genetic lines.

Brian Magee, Star Finnsheep & Dorsets
1184 Harford—Slaterville Rd.
Dryden, NY 13053
607.844.9711
brianmagee38@yahoo.com
OPP Free Selected for accelerated lambing
STAR Codn 171 R Heterozygous and Homozygous
Richard Parsons, Jr. DVM & Marla Parsons
Burnt Mill Farm
174 Burnt Mill Road
Churchville, NY 14428
585.293.0883
info@burntmillfarm.com
www.burnt.burntmillfarm.com
Facebook: Burnt Mill Farm
SFCP ID: NY 111371 Flock Prefix: Burnt Mill
Purebred Finnsheep breeding stock, meat and
wool. Based upon God’s design, sustainable
family farm. Pasture fed chickens, eggs, and
hand-made soap.
Linda Porterfield, Green Acres Sheep Farm
2230 Gridley Paige Road
Deansboro, NY 13328
(cell) 914.414.7872 (home) 914.301.5907
lcgarf@hotmail.com
www.gasheep.com
Flock Prefix: GA
Purebred white and colored Finnsheep and
Commercial Finn x Dorset. We have an additional location in Katonah, Westchester County.

CaraLeigh Wilson, Point of View Farm
PO Box 535
Bangall, NY 12506
845.868.4140
finnsheep@me.com
www.pointofviewfarm.net
SFCP Flock ID: NY 120
Purebred Finnsheep raised all naturally on
pasture, organic grains, minerals and herbs.
Biosecure farm offering healthy breeding stock
for sale including white, brown, fawn, black,
and gray lambs. Entire flock tested for negative OPP status annually, Random flock testing for CL and Johnes. Flock goals are wide
genetic variety, conformation, maternal traits,
parasite resistance and high quality wool.
Chemical free coated hand spinning fleeces,
roving and yarn available in all colors. Come
visit and see how we have an alternative Point
of View at our farm following the traditions of
family in Finland.
Ohio
Dr. J Mark Judy, DVM, Glen Avon Farm
255 N. Cherry St
Germantown, OH 45327
937-855-1101
steamboatinsnoopy@juno.com
Purebred Finnsheep
Glen Avon Farm has a secondary contact at
Alan Judy, Farm Manager
8951 Browns Run Rd

Germantown, OH
937-855-6281 C. 937-241-8956
Continuous breeding purebred white Finnsheep
since 1976. Descendants from the original
"Aries" line imported from Prince Edward Island, Canada. Some colored Finnsheep. Raw
and processed wool rovings and batts of white
or color.
Terrie Godfrey, Eldorado Farms
10915 Main Rd
Berlin Heights, OH 44914
419-554-1069
terrie@eldoradofinns.com
www.eldoradofinns.com
Aaron Reedy, R & M Farms
34847 Lake Shore Blvd.
Timberlake, OH 44095
440.241.7234
randmfarms@gmail.com
www.randmfarms.com
Specializing in Gray & Brown colored purebred
Finnsheep.
Gayle Workman, Meadowlark Farm
20090 Fred-Amity Road
Mt. Vernon, OH 43060
954.290.0737
Flock Prefix: Meadowlark Flock ID: OH594
Purebred Finnsheep and Finn x Dorset gently
and organically raised, raw wool, fiber pets, and
breeding stock.
Oregon
Jeri Geblin
9801 NE 13th Avenue
Portland, OR 97211
805.350.5009
shepherdess@brandweinmeadows.com
www.brandweinmeadows.com
Meg Shaughnessy, Devitt Valley Farm
20754 Summit Hwy.
Blodget, OR 97326
541.456.2266
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Virginia, cont.

Washington, cont.

Shawna Smith, Case Acres
19807 S Hwy 211
Colton, OR 97017
503.502.5614
caseacres34@msn.com
www.caseacres.com
Purebred Finnsheep & Finn x Suffolk commercial crosses. Carefully selected for high production and Finn attributes. White, Black,

Linda Witt, Misty Mountain Farm
154 Quail Call Lane
AMissville, VA 20106
540.937.4707
info@mistymountainfarm.com
www.mistymountainfarm.com
SFCP Flock ID: VA 26
Purebred Finnsheep, Hand-spinning fleeces,
roving and batts

Robert & Sandra Willford, Solace Farm
30119 N. Spotted Road
Deer Park, WA 99006
509.276.7160
solacefarmfiber@yahoo.com
www.solacefinnsheep.com
SFCP Flock ID: WA2167
Natural meat and fiber. Quality white and colored fleeces, rovings and hand-spun yarns.

Rhode Island

Will Stewart, Skyemoor Farm
Colleen & Daniel O’Connors, OK Archers
40101 Highland View Lane
843 Mooresfield Road
Paeonian Springs, VA 20129
Saunderstown, RI 02874
540.882.4872
401.789.0778
will.stewart1a@gmail.com
cjo59@verizon.net
www.skyemoorfarm.com
SFCP: Pending Flock Prefix: OKA
Flock Prefix: SKY
Small Family Homestead in South County, RI Purebred Registered Finnsheep. Breeding stock
with Registered Finns of various colors and
(ewes & rams), wethers, fiber pets, Crossbred
bloodlines, scrapie free, friendly breeding stock Finns also. Fleeces and rovings available. Colfor sale.
ors in White, Black, and Badgerface.
Tennessee
Megan Pennington, Circle M Farm
204 Straight Fork Rd
Hunstville, TN 37756
423-215-2637
megan@circlemfinnsheep.com
www.circlemfinnsheep.com
Flock Prefix: Circle M
Purebred Finnsheep; white with some brown or
fawn possible. Raw fleeces. Lambs available
and at times adults.
Virginia
Naomi Smith, House Mountain Farm
1765 Jacktown Road
Lexington, VA 24450
840.463.6062
SFCP enrolled since 1999 Flock ID: VA 17
Farm established in 1985 in the Blue Ridge
Mountains of Virginia. Purebred Finnsheep
flock of 100 breeding ewes, mostly quads and
quints. Bred for size, multiple births, mothering
ability and structural correctness. Glen Avon &
Root bloodlines. Rams available for crossbreeding

Adrienne Wolfe, Rolling Bay Farm
7988 NE Lougreen Rd.
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
206.855.1850
rollingbayfarm@hotmail.com
www.rollingbayfarm.com
Flock Prefix: RBF
Breeding for the small farm. Emphasizing
quality fiber, disposition, size and nurturing.
Yarn and Lockerlamb available.
Wisconsin

Washington
Dan & Leanne Hughes, Triple L Finnsheep
89202 N. Harrington Road
West Richland, WA 99353
509.539.6745
danlea23@msn.com
Leanne@TripleLFinnsheep.com
www.triplelfinnsheep.com
SFCP: Certified Flock ID: WA2252
Flock Prefix: 3L
30 years of breeding Finns for size, productivity,
wool, milking ability and temperament. White
black gray brown fawn and pieds. Lambing records available since 1982
Debra Perry, Dancing Waters Farm
4925 163rd Lane SW
Rochester, WA 98579
360.273.9917
Flock Prefix: DWF
mountaintrailwalker@yahoo.com
Facebook: Dancing Waters Farm
Purebred Finnsheep and Finn x Shetland.
Breeding with an eye for Form, Fiber, Function,
and Temperament. Wool and yarn available.

Tracy Sengupta, Firefly Fields Finnsheep
4110 W. Plymouth Church Road
Beloit, WI 53511
608.345.8555
tracy@fireflyfields.com
www.fireflyfields.com
SFCP: Certified Flock ID: WI1990
Flock Prefix: FF
Purebred Finnsheep. Authentic Finnish Landrace sheep as a heritage breed. High percent
age Finnish genetics. All breeding stock micron tested. Jacketed Hand-spinning fleeces.
Brian Stichter
422 US Hwy 14
Arena, WI 53503
608.753.2713
stichter@charter.net
VSFCP Flock ID: WI456
Purebred Registered Finnsheep in white,
black, and brown. Finn x North Country Cheviot commercial ewes and ewe lambs, fleeces
and raw wool available.
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Board of Director Contact List
Mary Tucker, President (2014, 1st Term)
PO Box 85
West Clarksville, NY 14786
585.928.1721
maire8797@yahoo.com

Mary O’Malley, Director (2015, 1st Term)
1600 Ednor Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20905
301.421.9520
johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com

Gail VonBargen, Vice President (2013, 1st Term)
14255 Jacob Street
Hamburg, MN 55339
952.564.9522
gvonbargen@aol.com

Terri Drimel, Director (2015, 1st Term)
34435 Park Trail
Center City, MN 55012
654.257.4871
roundaboutacres@gmail.com

Brian Magee, Director (2013, 1st Term)
1184 Harford Slaterville Rd
Dryden, NY 13053-9739
607.844.9711
brianmagee38@yahoo.com

Grant Blackburn, FBA Treasurer (Assigned)
117 Gravel Lane
Lexington, VA 24450
540.463.4594
global2000_us@yahoo.com

Deb Hilliard Kirsch, Director (2014, 1st Term)
3978 Pingrey Hill Rd
Andover, NY 14706
607.590.1605
kirschdeb54@yahoo.com

Callie Welch, FBA Secretary (Volunteer)
6861 Old Pipestone Rd
Eau Claire, MI 49111
269.461.4101
FBAsecretary@finnsheep.org

Elizabeth H. Kinne Gossner, Director (2015, 2nd Term)
5883 Randall Hill Rd
DeRuyter, NY 13052
315.852.3344
stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.com

The FBA Board of Directors is looking for Your
suggestions and help in locating
a place to hold the
2014 FBA Annual Business Meeting
Please contact Mary Tucker: maire8797@yahoo.com
with ideas, suggestions, and event locations.

Come visit us on the web at:
http://www.finnsheep.org
Or come chat awhile with us via Facebook:
Finnsheep in America
Or chat with us on our Yahoo Group at:

We need to place these suggestions before the
FBA board, and to the FBA Membership
during the
2013 FBA Annual Business Meeting
held on October 18, 2013
for final approval.

Finnsheep_Breeders@yahoogroups.com

This would allow for planning and organizing during the
upcoming 2013-2014 year.

You are welcome to give breeders an email or
a personal call and talk Finnsheep.

Finnsheep@yahoogroups.com
or

FBA Registry Office
PO Box 51
222 Main Street
Milo, IA 50166
Phone: 641.942.6402
Fax: 641.942.6402

Come visit our website at

Finnsheep Breeders’ Association
Finnsheep breeders are now found across many States producing
purebred and crossbred Finnsheep. Breeders look to the Finnsheep Breeders' Association, Inc. to provide record keeping of
registrations and transfers of the breed. Since the 1971 inception
of the Finnsheep Breeders' Association, Inc. the organization has
drawn on the expertise of leading research authorities to enhance
the Finnsheep breed and provide leadership in promoting the
Finnsheep qualities and characteristics.

http://finnsheep.org
And try the new Finnsheep
search database.
FBA Secretarial Office
Callie Welch, FBA Secretary
6861 Old Pipestone Rd.
Eau Claire, MI 49111
269.461.4101
FBAsecretary@finnsheep.org

Mission Statement
The American Finnsheep Breeders’ Association:
Provides a national pedigree breed recording system for Finnsheep
Maintains the Finnsheep breed standard for the USA
Promotes animal health within the breed and nationally
Fosters and promotes the proliferation and marketing of Finnsheep within the national sheep industry and abroad
Is a national focal point for Finnsheep Breeders
Disseminates timely information to members on all matters relating
to the breed.

Finnsheep Breeders’ Association
6861 Old Pipestone Rd..
Eau Claire, MI 49111

Super Ewes! If you have such a super ewe, Please let us know so we can enter her good news!

