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Chief Shepherd’s Message…
Is it spring yet? Winter in Vermont wasn’t different from normal, but I’ve never been so
eager for spring as I am this year. Maybe it’s longing for fresh forages from rested pasture or the
anticipation of watching lambs develop. But when that first warm spell hit our little valley
everyone on the farm seemed to walk with a little more spring in their step!
I want to thank each of you who have filled out and submitted the survey sent from the
FBA. Your thoughts have been tremendously helpful for us in making decisions about future
events and to get a better sense of our member’s interests. You’ll find important updates on plans
for the year on page 2. Included in many surveys were comments asking for clarification on
subjects such as codons 171, estimated breeding values, micron testing, and more. I encourage all
of you to do further research on your own as well as check out the brief descriptions included in
this Short Tales. Be cautious of anecdotal accounts and dig into reliable sources. Many land grant
institution’s extension programs put out good, current information. If that feels overwhelming
still, consider reaching out to your local extension office and having a conversation with a
livestock specialist directly.
Cheers,
Siri Swanson

FBA Student Scholarships
Supporting the Next Generation of Finn Breeders

Apply Today!
Find all the information on pages 3 & 4.
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All members are welcome to submit written
pieces to be featured in Short Tales. Send your
contributions to Siri via email
(yankeerockfarm@gmail.com) or mail
(363 Fisher Road, Orwell, VT 05760).
choose to focus on all of these in your
breeding program or flat out disagree with
their significance, it’s important to have a
basic understanding of certificates of
veterinary inspection, estimated breeding
values, codon 171, and micron testing. Read
on to find brief descriptions of each.

No Finnsheep Sale This Year
We asked and you answered. Though
surveys came back with posititve responses
to a national Finnsheep event in general, a
large amount of respondants did not feel
comfortable traveling at this time. For this
reason, we’ve decided to put off planning
until next year.
That doesn’t mean all events are off
the table though. One thing that has stood out
most while compiling survey responses has
been a request for education. Fulfilling all
the gaps pointed out would be a ginormous
task for our orgnaization, kept afloat almost
entirley by volunteers. But we hope to begin
with some informal virtual events this year.
Keep a look out for new online gatherings
which will be announced here in Short Tales!

Email Scams
Email scammers have been targeting sheep
breed associations because….well, our
emails are listed right there on our websites!
You may have received emails signed with
Walter Threlfall’s or Siri Swanson’s name,
the two most recent presidents of our
association, asking you to send money in
some form. Fear not! Personal emails have
not been hacked and you are probably not at
risk if you opened one. We have consulted
our webmaster and organizers from other
breed associations to get to the bottom of this.
These scammers simply take your email
address from our webiste or registration
office, find the name of an authority figure to
immitate (also provided on our webiste), and
plug that information into their script.
Unfortunaltey there is not much we can do
about this. Just remember, directors will
never reach out to you individually and out of
the blue to ask for money!

Your Questions from the
Survey
Many members provided notes and
helpful comments within the margins of their
survey. One of the most frequent: “What
does this mean?” This was next to not one but
several survey questions. Whether you
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Finnsheep Breeders Association
2021 Scholarship Awards
The FBA is offering two scholarships to students for post-secondary education or technical
career training programs. These scholarships are open to youth FBA members and non-members
who have had experience with Finnsheep or Finn crosses.
AWARDS
o one $300 scholarship with preference given to current FBA members who show
excellence in the below criteria
o one $200 scholarship with preference given to current FBA members as well as nonmembers who excel in the below criteria
ELIGIBILITY
• must be current high school senior accepted to an institution of higher learning
OR a first- or second-year student currently attending post-secondary education /
technical training
• must be an FBA member (youth membership is acceptable)
OR non-member who has had working experience with Finns or Finn crosses
• must submit official academic record (high school or college transcript)
• must submit one letter of recommendation (cannot be from a family member)
• must submit completed application (provided on page 4) including typed essay
CONSIDERATIONS FOR SELECTION
• experience and involvement in the sheep industry (4-H, FFA, on-farm work/mentorship)
• career goals
• professionalism
• information submitted in application, letter of recommendation, and academic record
*All academic majors and technical fields are eligible, but preference will be given to those with
a focus on agriculture.

Deadline for submission is July 15th, 2021.
Recipients will be notified by August 1st, 2021.
Mail all application materials to:
Siri Swanson
363 Fisher Road
Orwell, VT 05760
If you have any questions, email Siri at yankeerockfarm@gmail.com.
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Finnsheep Breeders Association
2021 Scholarship Application

Name ___________________________________________ Phone ______________________
Address_______________________________City________________State______Zip________
Email ________________________________________________________________________
Are you a current member of the Finnsheep Breeders Association?

YES

NO

If NO, briefly describe your experience with Finnsheep. __________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Are you a (check one):

high school senior ____
OR
first or second year student at a post-secondary institution / technical
training program ____

Institution accepted to or currently enrolled at ________________________________________
(college, vocational school, technical program)
Academic major or program of study _______________________________________________

ESSAY - Respond to the essay prompt in 700 words or less. Essays MUST be typed.
Describe your involvement with Finnsheep and the sheep industry. How will these
experiences benefit your career goals?
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Per tradition, a complete annual report of FBA registrations was included in the last issue of Short
Tales. Except…it wasn’t complete! In the sending and receiving of spreadsheets one of our
members was missed. Kaelia DesJarlais of Wild Rose Finnsheep in Idaho registered 25 Finnsheep
in 2020. Get to know the Wild Rose flock in the article below.
Thank you, Kaeli for contributing to Short Tales!

Wild Rose Finnsheep
Managed by Kaeli DesJarlais
Located in a high mountain valley in Priest River, ID
As long as I can remember, I have had a love for sheep. I started my flock in 2012 when I, as a fifteen-yearold girl, fell into the possession of two bottle lambs without the slightest idea what I was doing. From
there my dream grew into a full flock, driven by a wild passion for sheep. I remember when I was asked,
“Are you going to have a ram?”. I thought it was the biggest decision of my life and in a way it was.
I have a love for color diversity and in particular two very rare patterns; dark blue and black and tan
(also known as reverse badger or mouflon).
I focus on top-quality breeding stock, selecting for growth, parasite resistance, conformation, fleece
quality, color, temperament, hardiness, and reproductive traits. The R gene is also something I breed for,
but not at the expense of other traits. Finns are a diverse landrace breed and require a keen breeder’s eye
or risk less than superb sheep and a less than superb future for the breed.
To me, the ideal sheep is one of perfection in all qualities. My goal is to better my flock, share these
sheep with other shepherds, and improve the breed as a whole. Without careful breeding, Finns will
regress to a less desirable animal.
My flock is managed naturally, grazing on rotational pastures through spring and summer and fed
grass hay during the rest of the year.
On average, I breed twenty to twenty-five ewes and three to four rams each year and have fifty to
sixty lambs every spring. To me there is nothing more magical than watching a newborn set of quads learn
to walk or my flock of
ewes run out to pasture
on the first day of spring,
fifty confused lambs in
their wake.
The ewes and rams
of my flock are free of
hoof rot, OPP, Johnes,
and CL.
Breeding lambs are
available early spring
through summer and
adults
are
available
throughout the year.
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Codon 171
a.k.a. the scrapie gene
A codon is a stretch of DNA with two genes. The genotype of codon 171 in sheep is known to
affect a sheep’s susceptibility to scrapie, an infectious disease that affects the central nervous
system. A sheep’s genotype at codon 171 is represented with combinations of the letters Q and
R. QQ is considered most susceptible, QR is somewhat susceptible, and RR is least susceptible.
Shepherds across the country have differing opinions about how important it is to select for “RR”
sheep in their flocks.
Learn more about genotypes at codon 171 from USDA APHIS here.
(https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/nahms/sheep/downloads/sheep01/Sheep01_is_Genotypes.pdf)

Wool Micron Testing
A micron test determines wool fineness so that the wool can be accurately graded.
Micron testing wool measures fiber diameter. Even the best fleeces have some variability so
most modern micron tests also provide standard deviations and coefficients of variation. A
micron is a unit of length equal to one millionth of a meter. That’s pretty small!
Learn more about wool grades from New Mexico State University here.
(https://aces.nmsu.edu/pubs/_b/B409/welcome.html)

Estimated Breeding Values
a.k.a. EBVs
Estimated breeding values are measurements formulated by the National Sheep Improvement
Program based on data submitted by participating sheep producers. The values are sciencebased representatives of individual sheep’s heritable traits in relation to its breed’s averages.
EBVs are available for weight traits, wool traits, body composition, reproduction, and parasite
resistance.
Learn more about EBVs from NSIP here. (http://nsip.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/NSIP-EBVDescriptions-Update-16-Dec-2018.pdf)

Learn more about the National Sheep Improvement Program here. (http://nsip.org)

Certificate of Veterinary Inspection
a.k.a. CVI, health paper
A certificate of veterinary inspection is a document filled out and issued by your veterinarian. It
is used to reduce and track disease transmission by animals moving within and between states.
A CVI certifies that the animals in transport have been inspected and meet all regulations for
travel to a specific destination.
Learn more about transporting animals from the American Veterinary Medical Association here.

(https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/petcare/cvi/transporting-animals-basic-requirements-andconsiderations)
Learn more about state regulations from USDA APHIS here. (https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/
ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-and-animal-product-import-information/entry-requirements/us-state-and-territoryanimal-import-regulations)
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Finnsheep Breeders Association Directory
Join the directory for $30 per year.
Your listing will appear on the FBA website and in every issue of Short Tales.

ARKANSAS
Kelli Otting
Ponker Farm
346 W Firetower Road
Hardy, AR 72542
(309) 642-7330
kelli.otting@gmail.com
www.PonkerFarm.com
Purebred Finns for
temperament and fleece,
white and colored

2610 Meier Road
Sebastopol, CA 95472
CONNECTICUT
Raine or John Pedersen
PO Box 422
East Hartland, CT 06027
(860) 309-3160
rainepedersen@hotmail.com

Purebred registered Finns

Mormon Trail Farm
1911 290th St
Greenfield, IA 50849
(641) 745-2323
(641) 221-0551
bredahl.mtfarms@gmail.com

mtrailfarms.com
Registered white purebred
and crossbred Finns (Finn
x Dorset x Ille De France)
with complete performance
data

IOWA
IDAHO

CALIFORNIA
Amy King
34354 Country Road 24
Woodland, CA 95695
(530) 848-3551
amypking@gmail.com

Dale L Amendt
6815 Waterman Blvd
Sutherland, IA 51058
(712) 446-3489
Purebred and crossbred
Finns (Finn X Suffolk,
Finn X Corriedale)

Tamara Myers
Medley Farm & Kennel
13470 Alabama Road
Galt, CA 95632
(209) 748-5046
(707) 971-0578
medleyrn@yahoo.com
www.medleyfarm.com
Purebred registered adults
and lambs, white and
colored

Marvin Blair
3402 Fletcher Ave
Lake City, IA 51449
(712) 464-8153
(712) 464-3688
bbqshop@gmail.com
Purebred and crossbred
Finns (Finn X Hamp, Finn
Dorset)
Clark E BreDahl

Leonard & Carol Gray
Gray Farm
2451 E Little Basin Rd
King Hill, ID 83633
(208) 366-3304 or
(559) 676-6261
theclgrayfarm@gmail.com
Socialized, healthy sheep
with prolificacy
ILLINOIS
Terrisa Turner
Primrose Path Farm
3502 Black Oak Lane
Edwardsville, IL 62025
(618) 570-8871
turner428@yahoo.com
www.primrosepathfarm.net

Karen Norman-Boudreau
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FBA Finn lambs
MARYLAND

Registered Finns for wool,
meat, and increased
birthing rates

Carolyn & James Moloney

Quint & Catherine Precht

403 Beards Creek Road
Davidsonville, MD 21035
(443) 527-6012 or
(443) 851-7346
cboylan2@gmail.com
Purebred Finns on a family
farm

44661 870th Ave
Hector, MN 55342
(320) 296-8025

John & Mary O’Malley
Honeysuckle Farm
1600 Ednor Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20905
(301) 421-9520
(240) 462-3620

Heidi Quist
Prairie Willows Farm
16026 345th Street
Center City, MN 55012
(651) 238-5370

johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com

Purebred Finns, registered
breeding stock

cclambandwool@gmail.com

Purebred and crossbred
Finns for growth, carcass,
wool, prolificacy

www.facebook.com/LH-PineHill-Farm-313533032366352/

Purebred Finns for fiber
and temperament
MINNESOTA
Jon & Krystal Hillukka
Ewe Crazy Finns
32626 209th Ave
Menahga, MN 56464
(218) 371-0427
jonhillukka@hotmail.com

NEW MEXICO
Kerry Mower
Hyer Wools
33 County Rd 28
Stanley, NM 87056
kerryjmower@gmail.com
www.hyerwools.com
Retianing prolificacy and
producing fleece for fiber
craftspersons in a variety
of colors

prairiewillowsfarm@gmail.com
www.prairiewillowsfarm.com

NEW YORK

Registered colored Finns
and Finn X Gotlands for
fleece

Johanna Hunt
Bigfoot Farm
26 Dunnigan Road
Salem, NY 12865
(859) 707-9593 or
(859) 340-0089
QHEventr@aol.com
Purebred Finns for wool,
temperament, structure,
preservation

MICHIGAN
Holly Hamill & Lorene
Kennedy
LH Pine Hill Farm
1734 E M20
Shelby, MI 49455
(989) 672-4140
(231) 225-2426
hollyhamill45@gmail.com

Purebred Finns for wool,
parasite resistence, and
mothering, white and
colored

Tim Reese
Gale Woods Farm Park
7210 County Road 110 West

Minnetrista, MN 55364
(763) 694-2002 or
(612) 490-2186
tim.reese@threeriversparks.org

www.galewoodsfarm.org
Purebred Finns,
Corriedale/Finn X on an
educational farm
MISSOURI

Barbara N Kahl
Riverside Farm of Oneonta
159 Southside Drive
Oneonta, NY 13820
(607) 432-2858
babsdesign3@yahoo.com

Donna & Robert Putnam

babsdesign3.wixsite.com/rive
ndell-farm

Spinning Sheep Fiber Farm

350 SW 1501 Road
Holden, MO 64040
(816) 694-6801
dputnam.fiber.art@gmail.com
www.spinningsheepfiberfarm.
com
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Biosecure, closed purebred
Finn flock
Elizabeth H. Kinne
Gossner
Stillmeadow Finnsheep

5883 Randall Hill Rd
De Ruyter, NY 13052
(315) 852-3344

PENNSYLVANIA

stillmeadowfinnsheep@frontier.
com
www.stillmeadowfinnsheep.com

Michelle & Paul Geiss
5 Gallon Dog Ranch

Biosecure closed purebred
Finn flock for maternal
abilities, temperament, and
fleece

Corry, PA 16407
(814) 254-8501
(814) 254-8500
pmgeiss@gmail.com
5gdr.com
Purebred registered Finns
specialized in grays, other
colors avaialble

Lisa G Konnerth
Bay Haven Short Tails
80 Bay Rd
Brookhaven, NY 11719
(631) 776-0279
(631) 786-9811
bayhavenshorttails@hotmail.com
www.bayhavenshorttails.com

Micro fiber farm on Long
Island
Sten & Caraleigh Wilson
Point of View Farm
Finnsheep
PO Box 535
Bangall, NY 12506
(845) 868-4140
finnsheep@finnsheep.net
www.finnsheep.net
Purebred Finns for high
performance, efficient and
versatile bloodlines, all
colors
OHIO
Hannah Smits
Hannahs Happy Finn Sheep

3706 Bass Rd
Williamsburg, OH 45176
(513) 724-2679
info@hannahshappyfinnshee
p.com
hannahshappyfinnsheep.com
Purebred Finns

20519 Lindsey Hollow Road

Jan & Dale Hamby
Fair Winds Farm, LLC
2 Fair Winds Lane
Quarryville, PA 17566
(717) 239-9215
(717) 239-9216
jan.hamby@gmail.com
fairwindsfarmpa.com
Purebred Finns for fine
fleece and temperment
Ralph & Ellen Sheaffer
667 St Paul Road
Meyersdale, PA 15552
(814) 442-9453
sheafferr2@gmail.com
Registered purebred Finns,
small flock insuring health,
raw wool
Caitlyn Rose Witmer
4 O’Clock Farm
160 Mountain Road
Denver, PA 17517
717) 336-3336

Spur, TX 79370
(209) 658-5972
pafford@usa.com
espuela.yolasite.com
VIRGINIA
Ashley Hoffman
Cedar View Farm
PO Box 174
23088 Slaughters Mill Road

Mitchells, VA 22729
(540) 661-7331
cedarviewfarmva@gmail.com
www.cedarviewfarmva.com

Purebred Finnsheep
John & Kristen McCann
WoodSong Farm
1185 County Line Road
Bassett, VA 24055
(276) 421-2204
jnkmccann@yahoo.com
farmingatwoodsong.com
Quality fleece,
conformation, size,
hardiness, maintaining
heritage traits, white and
colored
Robin Renner Doty
Gypsy Mountain Farm
1346 Nester School Road
Dugspur, VA 24325
(716) 560-0226
eagypsy@aol.com
White and all natural
colors, on Facebook and
Etsy

delmaswitmer@emypeople.net

VERMONT

TEXAS

Meaghan Audet
Cracked An Egg Farm
191 Newten Rd
Brandon, VT 5733

David Pafford
1324 W Harris
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(603) 312-7128
meaghansanimals@gmail.com

www.crackedaneggfarm.com

Purebreds for size,
productivity, milk, fleece,
temperament, QR/RR, colors

Susan Beshar
AJ’s Happy Chick Farm
287 Sinon Road
West Glover, VT 05875
(802) 242-0062
susan@ajshappychick.farm

AJsHappyChick.Farm
Small flock for fiber, meat,
personality
Deborah Fuller
88 Garfield Lane
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 633-2584
mfullerfarm@aol.com
Siri Swanson
Yankee Rock Farm, LLC
363 Fisher Road
Orwell, VT 05760
(781) 264-0430
(959) 444-5566
yankeerockfarm@gmail.com

www.yankeerockfarm.com
Registered Finns for
conformation, feedefficiency, hardiness,
prolificacy. First
registered flock in
Vermont.

(360) 273-9077
Beckey Thompson
Autumn Rayne Acres
149 Stewart Road
Berlin, VT 05602
(757) 240-6798
autumnrayneacres@gmail.com

Purebred and Icelandic X
Finns raised on grass
Katy Wolfe
Boondoggle Farm
559 Windmill Hill Road
Putney, VT 05346
(802) 557-1163
yeskatydid@gmail.com
Registered Finns for fleece
in all colors, parasite
resistance, codon 171
WASHINGTON
Dan and Leanne Hughes
Triple L Finnsheep
89202 N Harrington Rd
West Richland, WA 99353
(509) 539-6745
danlea23@msn.com
www.triplelfinnsheep.com
Purebred Finns for size,
productivity, milk, fleece,
white and colors
Debra L Perry
Dancing Waters Farm
4925 163rd LN SW
Rochester, WA 98579

mountaintrailwalker@yahoo.com

Registered flock focused
on fiber, form, function
Brenda Treibel
27824 SE 378th Pl
Enumclaw, WA 98022
(360) 367-1515
fuzzyfunfish@gmail.com
www.beesllamas.com
Breeding stock, wool,
handmade wool products
Robert & Sandra
Willford
Solace Farm
30119 N Spotted Rd
Deer Park, WA 99006
(509) 276-7160
sandra@solacefarmer.com
www.solacefarmer.com
Scrapie resistant breeding
stock, white and colored
wool products
WISCONSIN
Art & Gloria Johnson
Ayrwen Farm
642 Swedish Misson Road
River Falls, WI 54022
(616) 402-9882
ayrwen@me.com

____________________________________
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Board of Directors
Contact List
PRESIDENT
Siri Swanson
2021, 1st term
363 Fisher Road
Orwell, VT 05760
(781) 264-0430
yankeerockfarm@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Cody Manspile
2022, 1st term
1765 Jacktown Road
Lexington, VA 24450
(540) 784-9254

cedarviewfarmva@gmail.com

crookedbridgefarm@gmail.com

Secretary & Treasurer
duties supported by
Associated Registry
420A Lincoln Street
P.O. Box 231
Wamego, KS 66547
P: (785) 456-8500
F: (785) 456-8599
asregistry@gmail.com

DIRECTOR &
SECRETARY
Ashley Hoffman
2023, 1st term
PO Box 174
23088 Slaughter Mill Road
Mitchells, VA 22729
(540) 661-7331
DIRECTOR &
TREASURER
Alan Huffman
2023, 1st term
5339 West US Highway 36
Greencastle, IN 46135
(765) 721-7291
alanhuffman@sbcglobal.net

DIRECTOR
Mary Tucker
2022, 1st term
2266 Little River Church Road

Taylorsville, NC 28681
C: (828) 851-4358
H: (828) 635-0753
DIRECTOR
Walter Threlfall, DVM
2022, 2nd term
7012 Old Liberty Road
Powell, OH 43065
(614) 581-6602
wrtdvm@gmail.com
DIRECTOR
Joanna Porter Bullock
2021, 2nd term
60 Old Farm Road
60 Old Farm Road
Plymouth, ME 04969
(207) 416-5697
joannaporter1@gmail.com

Contribute to Your FBA
Have new ideas or important experiences we could all benefit from
hearing?
Submit articles and photos to Short Tales today!
The Finnsheep Breeders Association is here to serve you. Contribute to
Short Tales and participate in your breed association to help promote and
progress Finnsheep.
More information on page 2.
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Visit us on the web:
www.finnsheep.org
FBA Registry Office
P.O. Box 231
305 Lincoln
Wamego, KS 66547
P: (785) 456-8500
F: (785) 456-8599
asregistry@gmail.com

Finnsheep Breeders Association, Inc.
Finnsheep breeders are now found across many States producing
purebred and crossbred Finnsheep. Breeders look to the Finnsheep
Breeders Association, Inc. to provide record keeping of registrations
and transfers of the breed. Since the inception of the Finnsheep
Breeders Association, Inc. the organization has drawn on the expertise
of leading research authorities to enhance the Finnsheep breed and
provide leadership in promoting the Finnsheep qualities and
characteristics.
Mission Statement
§

FBA Secretarial Office
Ashley Hoffman
PO Box 174
Mitchells, VA 22729
(540) 661-7331
fbasecretary@finnsheep.org

§
§
§
§
§

Provides a national pedigree breed recording system for
Finnsheep
Maintains the Finnsheep breed standard for the USA
Promotes animal health within the breed and nationally
Fosters and promotes the proliferation and marketing of
Finnsheep within the national sheep industry and abroad
Is a national focal point for Finnsheep Breeders
Disseminates timely information to members on all matters
relating to the breed

Finnsheep Breeders Association
PO Box 174
Mitchells, VA 22729
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